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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting One

As We Gather

In our minds, justice seems strong while mercy appears weak. In reality, mercy is stronger than justice and
greater in every way. While justice may seem appealing to us, what we seek from God is not fairness or equity
but mercy. Mercy is what must be taught to our sinful hearts, and for this reason, it remains the higher or
greater path. Justice we can understand and reason, but mercy requires God to become flesh in His Son, to
suffer and die as the Innocent One for our sins, and to rise to bestow upon us grace and mercy we neither
earned nor deserve. Such mercy is a scandal to us and can often be an offense to those who do not realize the
magnitude of its gift. Today, we ask the Lord to open our eyes so that we may acknowledge and rejoice in His
great gift of mercy and pardon in Christ and walk worthy of this grace every day.

565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ
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1 Thy works, not mine, Christ, Speak glad-ness to
2 Thy wounds, not mine,
3 Thy cross, not mine,
4 Thy death, not mine,
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this heart;
Christ, Can heal my bruis-ed soul;
Christ, Has borne the crush-ing load
Christ, Has paid the ran-som due;

5 Thy righ - teous - ness, Christ, A - lone can cov - er me;
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They tell me  all is done, They bid my fear

Thy stripes, not mine, con - tain The balm that makes me whole.

de - part.

Of sins that none could bear But the in - car - nate God.
Ten thou - sand deaths like mine Would have been all too few.
No righ-teous -ness a - vails Save that which is of Thee.
A Refrain
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To whom save Thee, Who canst a-lone For sin a-tone, Lord, shall I flee?

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89, alt.
Tune: The Parish Choir, 1850, London
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

P
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16; antiphon: v. 17
P) 1 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
What shall | render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
®) 1 will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
(P} O Lorp, | am your | servant;*
| am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
P] 1 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
This Is the Feast LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
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5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us
trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading
B The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55.
6<Seek the LORD while he may be found:;
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LoRD, that he may have compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

Isaiah 55:6-9



so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 1:12—14, 19-30

B The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 1.

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, **so
that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for
Christ. **And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more
bold to speak the word without fear. . . .

¥for 1 know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, %as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. #For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain. #If 1 am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose |
cannot tell. 21 am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.
24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 2>Convinced of this, | know that I will remain
and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 2°so that in me you may have ample cause to
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

2'0nly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, *and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. *°For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, *engaged in the same conflict that you saw |
had and now hear that I still have.
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.
P) ![Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. ?After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he
said, “You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.” °So they went. Going out again
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. ®And about the eleventh hour he went out and found
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the vineyard too.” 8And when evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the
first.” °And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. *°Now when
those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. **And



on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, *%saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? **Take what belongs
to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. **Am I not allowed to do what | choose with
what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ *So the last will be first, and the first last.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
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1 Sal - va-tion un - to wus has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de-mand And none to Him could
3 It was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
I 9 e t N — f f " T t T K
RS = = S s
fa - vor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
ren - der Caused wrath and woe  on ev - ry hand For
giv. - en That sin - ners could them - selves re - deem And
ceas - ing; The task was use - less and in vain, Our
)4 . . \ .
A — . ! —— Fe——®* 'ﬁq > —
bl y— 1 1]
S = = — '
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man, the vile of - fend - er. Our flesh has not those
by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt  was e’er in - creas - ing. None  can re - move sin’s
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
mir - ror bright To bring the in - bred
poi -  soned dart Or puo - 1 - fy our
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - fture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.
5  Yetas the Law must be fulfilled 6  Since Christ has full atonement made

Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.

He has for us the Law obeyed

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.



7  Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,
And | shall never perish.

8  The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;
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Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;

And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.

For faith alone can justify;

Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.

O triune God in heav’n above,

You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blesséd name we hallow.

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

()

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Divine Master, Your ways are high above the ways of men. You put the last first, abundantly pardon
sinners and make death great gain for Your servants. Enlighten our hearts with this wisdom from Your
Word, that we may lead fruitful lives in the midst of a foolish world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, keep us all ever mindful that it is only by Your grace we are included in Your kingdom
and privileged to serve in it. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord God of life and death, whether we live or die, we are Yours. Embolden Your Church to honor You
with our bodies in this life, that we may also depart this life in faith to be with Christ, which is far better.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, bless this nation and all people in their rightful callings. Grant that we may serve our
neighbors in love, and that all authorities would exercise their callings with humility and wisdom on
behalf of the defenseless. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, have mercy on all Your servants who are sick, depressed, lonely, ignored, shut in or in hospice
care [especially ]. Guard them and keep their faith strong, that they may know with
certainty that to live is Christ and to die is gain. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, Your Son’s body and blood provides us a foretaste of the feast to come. Bless the pastors
who serve us these sacred mysteries. Strengthen all who commune today through the forgiveness of sins
You bestow. Nourish all who are still being instructed, and bring them soon to Your table. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Offering 731 O God, Forsake Me Not sts. 1-2
Stand
Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Mlissouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things,
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from
the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 161
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution
738 Lord of All Hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of  all Jjoy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - li - ness, Lord of all grace,

4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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Whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
Whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
Your hands swift to wel - come, Your arms to em - brace:
Whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm:
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Be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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Your Dbliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-53
Tune: Irish
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain



634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord
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2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.
5  We dare not ask how this can be, 7 Butblest is each believing guest
But simply hold the mystery Who in these promises finds rest;
And trust this word where life begins: For Jesus shall in love remain
“Given and shed for all your sins.” With all who here His grace obtain.
6  They who this word do not believe 8  Help us sincerely to believe
This food unworthily receive, That we may worthily receive
Salvation here will never find— Your Supper and in You find rest.
May we this warning keep in mind! Amen! They who believe are blest.
Text (sts. 1-4, 6-8): Haquin Spegel, 1645-1714; (sts. 1-4, 6-8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841-1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Letus pray.



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.

Amen.
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1 Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I g0, My dai - ly
2 The task Thy wis-dom has as - signed, o let me
3 Thee may I set at my right hand, Whose eyes my
4 Give me to bear Thine eas - y  yoke, And ev - 'ty
5 For Thee de-light-ful - ly em - ploy What - e’er Thy
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la - bor to pur - sue, Thee, on - ly Thee, re -
cheer - ful - ly ful - fill; In all my works Thy
in - most sub - stance see, And 1la - bor on at
mo - ment watch and pray, And still to things e -
boun-teous grace has giv’'n, And run my course with
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solved to know In all I think or speak or do.
pres -ence find, And prove Thy good and per - fect will.
Thy com-mand, And of - fer all my works to Thee.
ter - nal look, And has-ten to Thy glo - rious day.
e - ven joy, And close-ly walk with Thee to heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

Tune: Barry L. Bobb, 1951

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Ecclesiastes.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Oct 10 at 9am.

Church Council next meets Oct 11 at 8am.
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