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Divine Service, Setting One 

As We Gather 

Although the attention of many is distracted on this Labor Day weekend, the focus of the Readings is clear. 

We have a Savior who has come to find the lost and restore them through forgiveness, and we have a purpose 

in speaking this Gospel to the whole world. This is not an easy calling. The lost often do not want to be found, 

and the wicked are content in their ways. We act not as self-appointed guardians of the truth but as instruments 

of God, through whom He speaks His Word of love to the lost and erring and by whom they are saved. The 

most difficult application is always to those who have fallen from the faith into error or sin. Our greatest 

temptation is to surrender them to their error or sin. Our greatest calling is to address them with the voice of 

God’s Word through whom the Spirit works to restore the lost. Today we pray that we will not be distracted 

from this goal and purpose. 
 

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

P How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

C It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 

 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 

P to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 

 and your faithful- | ness by night, 

C to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 

 to the melody | of the lyre. 

P For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 

 at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

 Your thoughts are | very deep! 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we 

may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7–9 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 33. 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 

mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and 

you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from 

his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 13:1–10 

R The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13. 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 



For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must 

be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you 

also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to 

them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 

honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

 
P  1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And 

calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 

become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child 

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones 

who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to 

be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by 

whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It 

is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 
9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 

than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see 

the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a 

man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 

and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more 

than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one 

of these little ones should perish. 

 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 

you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 

charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 

the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 

done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 

them.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



 
 

Sit 
 

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 



     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
  

Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two or three are gathered in Your name, You are in the 

midst of them. Hear the prayers of Your people, and grant our supplications. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God, grant courage to Your Church, that by our warning and witness sinners may come to repentance 

with faith, and so enjoy the forgiveness of their sins. Give Your people wisdom and strength by Your 

Spirit, that they may be steadfast and immovable in Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Father, we pray for all the little ones who believe in You. Keep them from sin. Through their 

parents, pastors and teachers, teach them Your truth and Your ways so they may grow up trusting Christ’s 

forgiveness and living as Your children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You alone institute authority. Govern our lawmakers and rulers, that they may bear the 

sword as Your servants and according to Your command. Bless them with peaceable governance, that 

under them we may be guarded and directed in righteousness, quietness and unity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 



P Merciful Lord, look with compassion upon those who are struggling with illness, grief, loneliness or any 

malady [especially _____________]. Reassure them of Your love, which is like that of the shepherd who 

seeks and saves the one lost sheep. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious God, grant that we would receive Christ’s body and blood with childlike faith. Let us humbly 

trust that Your forgiveness is poured out for us in this Sacrament. May it strengthen us in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O almighty God, we confess that we are poor sinners and could not give an answer if You should contend 

with us. Yet do we thank You with all our hearts that You have taken our guilt from us and laid it upon 

Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, who has atoned for it. Graciously sustain us in this faith. Govern us by Your 

Holy Spirit, that we may live according to Your will in love and service to our neighbors. Do not let us 

give way to wrath or revenge, and so incur Your wrath, but let us always find in You a gracious Father; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways sts. 1–3 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, 

took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from 

the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 



864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt. 
Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, 1665, Ansbach 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



920 Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 
Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Ecclesiastes. 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Sep12 at 9am. 
 

Church Council next meets Sep 13 at 8am.  
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