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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 23, 2026
Divine Service, Setting One

As We Gather

Sometimes people at worship are seemingly surprised when the same hymn is sung at services two weeks in a
row or even twice in the same month. Many hymns are chosen in a way that honors the statement of Martin
Luther: “A good song may well be sung often” (WLS § 1839). Luther expressed this truism as he was
commenting on how frequently telling and retelling the grace of God is a good thing for Christian people. He
states in a sermon from 1537: “This is grace: the forgiveness of sins for the sake of the Lord Christ, the covering
up of all sins” (WLS § 1839). Our lives are shaped by the amazing grace of God, for which, through our faithful
worship, we offer our thanks again and again.
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Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie
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Psalm 2:6-7; 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18
But we will | bless the LORD*
from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD!
As for me, | have | set my King*
on Zion, my | holy hill.
I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.”
Praise the Lorp, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LoRD endures forever. | Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
But we will | bless the LorRD*
from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD!

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
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Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the
truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that
leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1-6
B The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 51.

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD:
look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
%Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
that I might bless him and multiply him.
3For the LorD comforts Zion;
he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
%“Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and | will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
*My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
SLift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8
B The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 11.

330N, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways!

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”

%<Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”

%For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
1| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed



by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. “For
as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 3so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. ®Having gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one
who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity;
the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

P ¥Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” **And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” ®He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” ®Simon Peter replied, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” *’And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 3And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock 1 will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. *°l will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” ®Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the
Christ.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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645 Built on the Rock
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But a - bove all the souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the same,
You, not the world, My face shall see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With all His grace  and His fa - VOr.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My  peace I leave  with you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,



very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

O Lord, bestow upon us Your riches and wisdom. Grant us increasing knowledge of You through Your
Word, and help us to trust in Your grace and favor. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God, give the Church and all her servants grace to fulfill the ministries to which You have committed
them. Grant each of us the strength to confess Christ boldly before the world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of compassion, Abraham was only one when You called him, but You blessed and multiplied him.
Protect mothers with child, and equip fathers to lead and raise their households in Your fear and love.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless and guide our president, Congress, governor and all civil leaders, that they may
faithfully pursue peace and unity in the realm. Give also to all judges and magistrates wisdom and the
grace to pursue justice with mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, our God, You are our life and our length of days. Sustain and strengthen those who suffer sickness
and affliction, [especially ,] and comfort all who mourn [especially ]
with the promise of everlasting life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Righteous Lord, lead us to repentance and faith, that we might not think more highly of ourselves than is
right, but set our hearts and minds on the things of God. Prepare us to receive the blessed gifts of our
Lord’s table, by which You preserve us holy and blameless in Christ until He comes again. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, You have redeemed us in Christ and declared us righteous and holy in Him. Graciously
grant that we may offer You our very selves as living sacrifices, that we may glorify You in all we think,
say and do. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Be merciful to us, O Lord, and hear our prayers. Grant to us the grace of Your Holy Spirit, that we may
be led into all truth and be steadfast in the confession of Christ; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

730 What Is the World to Me sts. 1-2
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26—29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Welcome to our Visitors

our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of




Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death
upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161

. |
e e e
— — o ———
66— ®—H—F—F—1—

[ y |4 ! ! [
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:

| | | N [ ] | I [

Q) [ — < I
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
h [ | — I . —
e ——— — 1 —
o 1 \ 14 — [
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
o) | |
| | | | [ ‘; | | | | Py
L/ | | I I | L/ | | 1 1 [ a | I |
%’ |4 ! — [ |4 — | [
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,



Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~I+ body, which is given for you.

This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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628 Your Table | Approach
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1 Your ta-ble I ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
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Search not how this takes place, This won-drous mys - ter - y;

Let not an wun - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - i - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blesséd Lord, 6  Oh, may I never fail
That earth and hell combined To thank You day and night
May not about this sacrament For Your true body and true blood,
Raise doubt within my mind. O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87 Text and tune: Public domain



Stand
Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.

0 — - I — T f f T |

[ I [ [ I I | |
| | I | | [
— [

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Letus pray.

LSB 164

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn An - gel choirs

3 Lo, thea - pos - tle ho - ly train Join Thy sa - cred
4 Thou art King of Glo - ry, Christ; Son of God, yet

A5 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore Thee. All on earth Thy scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; Cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; Proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
born of Mar - y. For us sin - ners sac - r1i-ficed,
three ~we name Thee; Though in es - sence on - ly one,
i 9 o— - T — o — ) — — T f
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All in heav’n a - bove a - dore Thee. In - fi - nite Thy
In wun-ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, Fill the heav’ns with
And the white - robed mar - tyrs fol -low, And from morn to
As to death a Trib - u - tar - Y, First to break the
Un - di -vid - ed God we claimThee And, a - dor - ing,
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vast do -main, Ev - er - last - ing is Thy reign.
sweet ac - cord: Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!
set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.
bars of death, Thou hast o - pened heav’'n to faith.

bend the knee While we  own the mys - ter - y.
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Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900, alt.
Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.
The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Hope Huston’s birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Ecclesiastes.
August has a Fifth Sunday! Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by Aug 23.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Sep12 at 9am.
Church Council next meets Sep 13 at 8am.
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