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Fifth Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026

Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
How far can you see? Several factors affect our vision but for an observer at sea level, the horizon is about
three miles away. How clearly a person can see may be limited by atmospheric conditions such as fog, haze,
dust, and water vapor. A clear vision makes a great difference in every situation! In “What God Ordains Is
Always Good,” German hymn writer Samuel Rodigast shared this Christian life insight about God’s plan and
providence: “Now I may know both joy and woe; someday I shall see clearly that He has loved me dearly”
(LSB 760:4). Our worship helps us clarify our vision of God’s graciousness!

912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we im - plore,
A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.
pro-claim In  joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

d

RERE

In the name of the Father and of the »}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,
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I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

(P) Praise the LorD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,*
his praise in the assembly of the | godly!
I will extol you, O LoRD, for you have | drawn me up*
and have not let my foes rejoice | over me.
O Lorbp my God, I cried to | you for help,*
and you have | healed me.
O LoRD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;*
you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit.
(P} Sing praises to the LoRrD, O | you his saints,*
and give thanks to his | holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.*

® @ ®

Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P] Praise the LoRD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,*
his praise in the assembly of the | godly!

Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be
fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

First Reading
B The first Reading is from Acts, chapter 6.

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned



Epistle

Stand

the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to
serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” °And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte
of Antioch. ®These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

"And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem,
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. *Then some
of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . .

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .

51y ou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers
did, so do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, >3you who received
the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

**Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. °But he, full of
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **And
he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” *’But they
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. *Then they cast him out of the
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. **And
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”” ®®And falling to his knees he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 2:2-10
B3 The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2.
2|_ike newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good.
“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, *you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. *°Once you were not
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) Y[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house
are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. “And
you know the way to where I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” °Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 1°Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 'Believe
me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

12«Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than
these will he do, because | am going to the Father. *Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. *If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”
(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



Sit

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - Iu ia!
Christ  the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu ia!
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu ia!
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - Iu ia!
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; This alone can sin destroy;
You have conquered in the fight, From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
You have brought us life and light. Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6  Now no more can death appall, A 8  Father, who the crown shall give,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering

Stand

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

687 Thine Forever, God of Love
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Prayer of the Church

(P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection You adopt all who believe in Him. Receive
us as Your newborn children and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual milk of Your Word, that we
may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send laborers into Your harvest, Lord. Preserve Your ministers among us devoted to Your Word and to
prayer. Give many servants to Your Church, that neither the preaching nor the care of Your people may
fall into neglect or disregard. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, help parents to raise up their children to know You as their help and hope, that they may
not put their trust in princes in whom there is no salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still preserves what You have made. Bless
Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States; Gregory, our governor; and all elected and
appointed civil servants. Lead them to honor You and Your purpose, establishing order and justice,
encouraging virtue, and protecting all life. Give them wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-being
of the nation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of glory, Your Son declared Himself to be the way, the truth and the life. Bless all who have
requested our prayers [especially 1. May Christ Himself be their way of salvation, their
truth amid doubt and their life amid death. Grant them a sure and steadfast hope in the good news that He
has prepared a place for them with You, where pain and sickness are no more and all things are made
new. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.




Almighty God, in Christ You have made us a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation and a people
for Your possession. Preserve Your people in the one true faith, and grant that all who come to the Supper
this day might do so with repentant hearts that thankfully receive Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, we thank and praise You for Your servant Stephen, whom Your Son has received into His glory.
May we imitate him in faith and love to speak Your truth with boldness, forgiving those who sin against
us as Christ forgave His persecutors from the cross. When our last hour comes, let us fall asleep in Him
and be born into eternal life, for the sake of Him who was born into our flesh to redeem it, even Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of

sins and to

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

For further

Welcome to our Visitors

strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His

study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and
bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P}  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *}+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197

d

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Sit
Distribution

667 Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses

o) . . .

o 1 | | y | >y | | I | ]
Ee =t == —————
1 Saints, see the cloud of wit - ness - es sur - round us;

2 These saints of old re-ceived God’s com-men - da - tion;

3 They call to us, “Your tim - id foot-steps length - en;

4 Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suf - fered,
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Their lives of faith en - cour-age and as - tound us.
They lived as pil - grim-heirs of His sal - va - tion.
Throw off sin’s weight, your halt - ing weak - ness strength - en.
He faced the «cross, His sin - less life He of - fered,
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Hear how the Mas - ter praised their faith SO
Through faith they con - quered flame and sword and
We kept the faith, we shed our Dblood, were

He scorned the shame, He died, our death en -
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fer - vent: “Well done, My ser - vant!”

gal - lows, God’s name to hal - low.

mar - tyred; Our lives we bar - tered.”

dur - ing, Our hope se - cur - ing.

5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— Past, present, future—You, the same forever—
With grace precede us. You fail us never!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219



726 Evening and Morning
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of - fer And glad - ly prof - fer To the Cre - a - tor the
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glo - ry be Thine! Times with-out num - ber, A - wake or in
no more be scanned. Or - der my go - ings, Di - rect all my
sun shows its face. Joys e’er in-creas - ing And peace nev -er
gifts He doth prize. He well re-ceiv - eth A  heart that be-
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slum-ber, Thine eye ob-serves us, From dan - ger pre-serves us,
do - ings; As it may please Thee, Re - tain  or re-lease me;
ceas - ing:  These shall 1 trea - sure And share in full mea-sure
liev - eth; Hymns that a - dore Him Are pre - cious be - fore Him
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Caus -ing Thy mer - cy up - on us to shine.
All I com - mit to Thy fa - ther-ly hand.
When in His man - sions God grants me a place.

n His throne like sweet in - cense a - rise.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (sts. 1-2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.; (sts. 3-4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866-1942, alt.
Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-76

Text and tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
9 ﬂu I I | I

T |
| I |
.o | |
L |

peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving

(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

@) Let us pray.
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
(P) Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

875 Father, We Praise Thee

f) 4 . , . .
g Ll I | T f | | A | | | | |
[ T I | 1 I | | | | IAY | =Y | | | P
oy = —4—'—&:0‘:&—#—&, = —— ——
Q) N—" I T
1 Fa - ther, we praise Thee, now the night is o - ver, Ac - tive and

2 Mon-arch of all things, fit us for Thy man - sions; Ban - ish our
A3 All - ho-ly Fa - ther, Son,and e-qual Spir - it, Trin - i - ty
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watch - ful, stand we all be-fore Thee; Sing-ing, we of - fer
weak - ness, health and whole-ness send - ing; Bring us to heav - en,
bless - ed, send us Thy sal - va - tion; Thine is the glo - ry,
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prayer and med-i - ta - tion: Thus we a - dore Thee.
where Thy saints u - nit - ed Joy with-out end - ing.
gleam-ing and re - sound - ing Through all cre-a - tion.

Text: attr. Gregory I, c. 540-604; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936
Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by Penny Stapp for Teagen’s
birthday.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. May 9 at 9am.
Church Council next meeting is May 17 at 8am.
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