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Second Sunday of Easter April 12, 2026
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
“Seeking dedicated worker. Suffering not optional.” If we were to read that simple line in a job posting, it
certainly would give us pause. People generally want to avoid suffering at any cost. Scripture reminds us that
there may be a dynamic of discomfort to faith-filled living that follows the call of the risen Savior. In his hymn
text ““Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” from the 1600s, Johann Scheffler concludes, “Then let us follow
Christ, our Lord, and take the cross appointed and, firmly clinging to His Word, in suff’ring be undaunted. For
those who bear the battle’s strain the crown of heav’nly life obtain” (LSB 688:5). The challenges of the twenty-
first century may differ from those of the seventeenth, but they are just as real. Our Lord promises that He is
always with us on our life’s journey. With Easter joy, we travel onward together toward His glorious heavenly

kingdom!
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Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P}  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2-3

(P) Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*

if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LorbD; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice!
Seek the LoRrD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
(P] He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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(P] Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*

if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P] Letus pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in
our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 5:29-42

Epistle

Stand

B The Old Testament Reading is from Acts, chapter 5.

2°But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. **The God of our fathers raised
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. *'God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. **And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

$When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 3*But a Pharisee in the council named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside
for a little while. ®And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men.
%For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred,
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 3’After him Judas
the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished,
and all who followed him were scattered. 3So in the present case | tell you, keep away from these men and let
them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; **but if it is of God, you will not be able
to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, “®and when they had
called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
“Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the
name. “?And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus
as the Christ.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 1:3-9
B The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 1.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, >who by God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ®In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 'so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, ®obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

) °0n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ?Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” ??And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

**Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. *So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

2®Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
%Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” **Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; *tbut
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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5  When Thomas first the tidings heard 7  No longer Thomas then denied,;

That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6  “My piercéd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

How blest are they who have not seen

And yet whose faith has constant been,

For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9  On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon



Offering

564 Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand sts. 1-3

Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord God, like Thomas we wrestle with faith amid doubts and fears. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that
believing, we may see, and seeing, we may rejoice in Your Son and the power of His resurrection. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, give courage to all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, that all who hear may
believe and that, believing, they may live in righteousness and godliness until the day Christ returns as
Judge and Lord of all. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give peace, Lord, to our homes and enliven them by Christ’s resurrected life. Let the forgiveness of sins
reign among husbands and wives, parents and children. Assure those who live alone that they, too, are
Your children, upheld by Your right hand. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God of hosts, You have added believers to the Lord Jesus in all times and places, from those
receptive and hostile alike. Shepherd the nations, and bring all peoples to embrace the Gospel of the
resurrected Christ. Curb wicked rulers and break their power, that all would be brought to the feet of Jesus
in worship. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Father, as Your Son’s wounds brought gladness and peace to the troubled disciples, give Your
presence and comfort to the troubled in our midst [especially 1. Comfort also those who
weep [and especially ] with the blessed joy of Easter morning. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.




P] O Lord, preserve Your Holy Communion and Your Son’s blessed Supper among us. Give contrition and
faith to those who gather at this altar. Unite them in their confession of Your truth, and so bring them
worthily to eat and to drink Christ’s body and blood for their forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Heavenly Father, Your Son suffered on our behalf to win salvation for us. Grant that we may have the
privilege not only of believing in Him, but also of suffering for His sake. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P] O Lord, heavenly Father, give us all things good and beneficial to us and to our salvation, and keep us
from all things harmful; through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Mlissouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P} Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

LSB 197



Agnus Dei
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720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

Ot e
[ LTl | | sl | | |
6 = " o |
o e o v hd e e e
1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In
Oy pe— , , ‘
g T | I I T | | | |
[IN\Iv4 =I i | | | | | | | |
d ' | | = —
gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found in means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er  light We may be-hold You
Hut I ‘
AR T N — < —— — }‘ '|
Il\g T é | I. N T | [ }P é I ok J‘/ H

none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.

we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.

Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
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474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
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Spir - it the fruit of the tree; Heav-en to earth, Christ to the
sun - der,and Eas - ter is bright. Cher - u-bim sing: “O grave, be
ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
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ev - er! Oh, what a mir - a-cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
peo - ple, Gift of the fu - ture now flow -ing to me.
o - pen!” Clothe us in won-der, a - dorn us in light
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!
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Je - sus s ris - en and we shall a - rise:
O | . ,
1 P by | | ] | Py I I 1 il |
o e—a———r—— = ]
o ' — 1
Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009

Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922-87

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,

a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

LSB 199
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
(P) Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Benedicamus LSB 202
(P) Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
818 In Thee Is Gladness
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1 In Thee is glad - ness A - mid all sad - ness, Je - sus,
2 Since He 1S ours, We fear no pow - ers, Not of
n . .
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sun - shine of my heart. By Thee are giv - en The gifts of
earth nor sin nor death. He sees and bless - es In worst dis -
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heav-en, Thou the true Re-deem - er art. Our souls Thou
tress-es; He can change them with a breath. Where-fore the
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wak -est, Our bonds Thou break - est; Who trusts Thee sure - ly Has built se-
sto - ry Tell of His glo - ry With hearts and voic - es; All heav’n re-
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cure-ly; He stands for - ev - er: Al-le- lu - ia! Our hearts are
joic-es In Him for - ev - er: Al-le-lu - ia! We shout for
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pin - ing To see Thy shin - ing, Dy - ing or liv - ing
glad - ness, Tri-umph o’er sad - ness, Love Him and praise Him
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-Iu -ia!
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-lu -ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556-c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.
The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Ethan Barry’s birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.
Church Council next meeting is Apr 12 at 8am.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. May 9 at 9am.
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