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Sunday of the Passion March 29, 2026
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
Today we enter the Great and Holy Week of our faith, the very heart and center of God’s greatest act since the
Creation itself—the salvation of mankind by the overthrow of sin, death, and the devil, and the restoration of
all creation through the power of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. As we join the
crowds welcoming Jesus, the one who comes in the name of the Lord, we plan to get swept up in the drama of
the story many know so well.

Peter wrote, “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13). On this day “preparing [our]
minds for action” makes us as contemplate and consider what was in the mind of Jesus as He entered Jerusalem
to the cheers of adults and children waving palms and shouting praise. What was our Lord thinking as He
gathered His disciples for the Last Supper of Passover? As He prayed in Gethsemane’s garden? When He was
arrested, falsely tried, beaten, abused, and sentenced to death by crucifixion? What was in the Savior’s mind
as He hung on that cross? For the obvious impossibility of our ability to know the depths of the God who says,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways” (Isaiah 55:8), there is one thing we can
know for sure—He had you in mind. We know that “God so loved the world” (John 3:16).

Procession of Palms

Greeting
(P} The grace of our Lord *I~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
Amen.

(P] Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

Collect

(P) Letus pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly
beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when
He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way
that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Holy Gospel John 12:12-19
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(P) 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
1330 they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” **And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on
it, just as it is written,
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<Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

1®His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. ' The crowd that had been with
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness.
The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 1°So the Pharisees
said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.
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442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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1 You are the King of Is - rael And Da-vid’s roy - al Son,

2 The com-pa - ny  of an - gels Is prais-ing You on high,

3 The mul-ti - tude of  pil-grims With palms be - fore You went;

4 To You be - fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;

5 As You re-ceived their prais-es, Ac - cept the prayers we bring,

| Refrain
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.
To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel -0 - dy we raise.

O Source of ev - ’ry bless - ing, Our good and gra-cious King.
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following:

(P] Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion.

Collect of the Day
(P] Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our
flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great
humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul;  Yea, the curse  of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
W) . . .
A { T .{ i i — — -% —— E i —]
e T e H—
B ———
death, and mer - it 1 e - ter - nal life in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er.
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might - est own me And with heav’n - ly glo - ry crown me.
e | —
I‘@_‘—‘—i 1 i I T i
Q) I I ' I I
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
5  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 6  Thou hast suffered great affliction
That from pain | might be free; And hast borne it patiently,
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Even death by crucifixion,
Thence | gain security; Fully to atone for me;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish Thou didst choose to be tormented
Me to comfort in my anguish. That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7  Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Confession and Absolution

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.



Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P] Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 24:7-10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26
(P} Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the LorD!*
We bless you from the house | of the LoRD.
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
Who is this King of | glory?*
The LoRbD, strong and mighty, the LoRD, mighty in | battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
Who is this King of | glory?*
The LorbD of hosts, he is the King of | glory!
(P) Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the LoRD!*
We bless you from the house | of the LORD.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a

B The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 50.
“The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.



*The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious;

| turned not backward.
®| gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.

"But the Lord Gob helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced,;
therefore | have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame.
8He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me.
°Behold, the Lord Gob helps me; who will declare me guilty?
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 2:5-11

B The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 2.
®Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the form of God,

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, ‘but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, %o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:11-66
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.
P) Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said, “You have said so.” *?But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer.
3Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” **But he gave him no
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. *And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 1’So when they had gathered, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” ®For he knew that
it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. °Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him
today in a dream.” 2°Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy
Jesus. 2 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they
said, “Barabbas.” ??Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said,
“Let him be crucified!” >And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him
be crucified!”

2450 when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 2And
all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” ®Then he released for them Barabbas, and
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

2'Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole
battalion before him. 2And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown
of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” *And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. **And



when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away
to crucify him.

%275 they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his
cross. **And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), *they offered him
wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 3And when they had crucified
him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. *Then they sat down and kept watch over him
there. 3 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
%Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 3And those who passed by
derided him, wagging their heads “°and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” *'So also the chief priests, with
the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, ***He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. **He trusts in God; let God deliver
him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” **And the robbers who were crucified with
him also reviled him in the same way.

Stand

“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. “®And about the ninth
hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” *’And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” **And one
of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink.
“But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” **And Jesus cried out again with
a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

*1And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the
rocks were split. ®*The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised, **and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
*\When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

*There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to him, ®among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.

>"\When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of
Jesus. *®He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. **And
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud ®®and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. **Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

2Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate
%3and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’
$Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and
tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” ®Pilate said to
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” %®So they went and made the tomb
secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.



Sit

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.
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they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun - da - tion.
we be brought To stand in joy be - side You.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487-1553

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain



Sermon

Offering 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted sts. 1-2
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

()

()

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For pardon and renewal, that the blessed Son of God would lift up the gates of our hearts and be glorified
as the Savior of sinners, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That the merciful Lord would continue to provide faithful pastors and church workers, that their work
would bring the light of Christ to those living in darkness; that their acts of mercy would extend His love
to the disabled, wounded and forgotten throughout the world; and that His Church would serve Him in
faithful service and witness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Christian fathers, that receiving Christ and trusting His atoning sacrifice, they may be enlivened to
sacrificial love for their children, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our leaders and those who serve in law enforcement and the armed forces, that they may acknowledge
God, before whom the might of man is nothing, and so serve honorably and well, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For all who suffer in this world, [especially ,] that they would not fear but fix their eyes
on Jesus as they await the fullness of their salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For ears that are open to the voice of God, that hearing the precious Gospel of Christ, we would follow
Christ in doing the will of the Father, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls, and all things; save us, O Lord,
faithful God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

d

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer
(P} Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Benedicamus LSB 202
(P) Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty
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now be - gin O’er cap - tive death and con-quered sin.
won - d’ring eyes To see the ap - proach - ing sac - ri - fice.
sap - phire throne A - waits His  own a - noint - ed Son.
mor - tal pain, Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign.
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791-1868, alt.
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by Becky Rosson in memory of
LaDon Liscum.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for yesterday’s Church Clean-up Day.

The Combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service is Thurs. Apr 2 at 6pm.

Easter Potluck Breakfast is Sun. Apr 5 at 8:30am. We will be no Sunday School that morning.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Apr 11 at 9am.

Church Council next meeting is Apr 12 at 8am.
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