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As We Gather

Lent is a time when God prepares His people to celebrate the Paschal Feast, the resurrection of Jesus, with
sincerity and truth. In the Reading from Ezekiel 37, we see the power of the Word that transforms dry bones
into living flesh with the breath of the Spirit. This same Spirit lives in us and will raise us at the Last Day,
which is exactly what we hear from Paul in the Reading from Romans 8. The Spirit who raised Christ will also
give life to us. Having received the Spirit in Baptism, we join with Martha in confessing boldly that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, who comes to us today in His Word and Sacrament and will come again to call us

out of our graves.
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt.
Tune: Kevin J. Hildebrand, 1973

Text: © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 2004 Kevin J. Hildebrand. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

sts. 1, 9-10, 4
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Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: v. 15
(P} Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
I love the LORD, because | he has heard*
my voice and my pleas for | mercy.
Because he inclined his | ear to me,*
therefore I will call on him as long | as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold on me;*
I suffered distress and | anguish.
(P] Then I called on the name | of the LoRrRD:*
“O LoRbD, | pray, deliv- | er my soul!”
For you have delivered my | soul from death,*
my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P] Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and
preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14

Epistle

B The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 37.

The hand of the LorD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LorD and set me down in
the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LoRD. *Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: Behold, | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the
LORD.”

So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh
had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” *?Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord Gob: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you
into the land of Israel. **And you shall know that I am the LorD, when | open your graves, and raise you from
your graves, O my people. **And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in
your own land. Then you shall know that | am the LorD; I have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD.”
B This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Romans 8:1-11
@ The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life
has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin
in the flesh, %in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the



mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

%You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 1If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his
Spirit who dwells in you.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 11:17-27, 38-53
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
0

| | 4
I I I I I I Il

d T r i I [ O i |
Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) "When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ®Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles off, °and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. °So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary
remained seated in the house. ?*Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 2But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” ?*Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” ?*Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” ®Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, *®and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 2’She said to him,
“Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . . .

%Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. **Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an
odor, for he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?” #'So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you have heard me. 21 knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out.” “The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and
his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“SMany of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, “but
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. ’So the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. “If we let him go on
like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”
*But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. **Nor do
you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should
perish.” ®*He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would
die for the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered
abroad. ®3So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth



Sit

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
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5 They rise and needs will have 6 In life no house, no home

My dear Lord made away; My Lord on earth might have;
A murderer they save, In death no friendly tomb

The Prince of Life they slay. But what a stranger gave.
Yet cheerful He What may | say?

To suff’ring goes Heav’n was His home

That He His foes But mine the tomb
From thence might free. Wherein He lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!
T S T

Text: Public domain
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Sermon
Offering 576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less sts. 1, ref, 2
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
(P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



(P] For all the baptized, that they would live according to the Spirit they have received, shunning the works
of the flesh and living in the hope of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For Matthew, our Synod president; Jon, our district president; and all pastors whom the Lord has sent to
prophesy His Word to us, that His Spirit’s breath would enter us and we may live forever, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the home, that God would soften obdurate hearts, turning parents and children toward each other in
love and patience; and that He would banish the spirit of impudence, stubbornness and rebellion from
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those in authority over the lives of our people, that they would exercise this God-given duty humbly
and in accord with His will, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P)  For those suffering affliction, [including ,] that God would strengthen their hope, show
them His steadfast love, redeem them from all their iniquities, and grant healing and relief according to
His will, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

® @

For all who partake of the Lord’s Supper, that they may come with repentant hearts to taste the body and
blood of Christ, given and shed for our life, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

® @

For all who mourn, that they might not grieve as those who have no hope but as those whose hope is the
crucified and risen One, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

(P} O Lord, God almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and rescued us from
sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and made us alive in Christ forever.
Sustain us in this hope, that we may endure the tests, trials and troubles of this life and be ready when
our Savior comes again in His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.




Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P} Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.

This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Distribution



594 God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It
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1 God’s own child, I glad -ly say it I am bap-tized
2 Sin, dis - turb my soul no long-er: 1 am bap-tized
3 Sa - tan, hear  this proc - la - ma-tion: I am bap-tized
4 Death, you can - not end my glad-ness: 1 am bap-tized
5 There is noth - ing worth com-par - ing To this life-long
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in - to Christ! When 1 die, 1 leave all  sad - ness
com - fort sure! O - pen - eyed my grave is star - ing:
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con - science seize me Since my Bap - tism

font I've trav - eled, All your  might has

dust and ash - es Faith’s as - sur - ance

waits its rais - ing, Still my soul con -
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va - tion free Last - ing to e - ter - ni - ty!
giv - ing flood, Sprin - kling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine To make life im - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt.
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Tune: Public domain



486 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death
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1 If Christ had not been raised from death Our faith would be in vain,
2 If Christ still lay with - in  the tomb Then death would be the end,
3 If Christ had not been tru - ly raised His Church would live a lie;
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And we should face our fi- nal doom With nei- ther guide nor friend.
His name should nev - er-more be praised, His words de-serve to die.
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But now the Lord is ris’n in - deed; He rules in earth and heav’n:
But now the Sav-ior is raised up, So when a Chris-tian dies
But now our great Re-deem-er lives; Through Him we are re - stored;
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His Gos - pel meets a world of need— In Christ we are for - giv’'n.

We mourn, yet look to God in hope— In Christ the saints a - rise!

His Word en-dures, His Church re - vives In Christ, our ris - en Lord.

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938

Tune: Phillip Magness, 1963

Text: © 1985 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 2003 Phillip Magness. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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" cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving

(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
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(P] Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good
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1 Sing praise to God, the high - est good, The au-thor of cre -
2 What God’s al - might-y pow’r has made, In mer-cy He is
3 We soughtthe Lord in our dis-tress; O God, in mer - cy
4 He nev - er shall for - sake His flock, His cho-sen gen - er -
5 All who con - fess Christ’'sho - ly name, Give God the praise and
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a - tion, The God of love who un - der - stood
keep - ing. By morn-ing glow or eve - ning shade
hear us. Our Sav - ior saw our help - less - ness
a - tion, He is  their ref - uge and their rock,
glo - ry. Let all who  know His pow’r pro-claim
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Our need for His sal - va - tion. With heal-ing balm our
His eye is mnev - er sleep - ing. With -in the king-dom
And came with peace to cheer us. For this we thank and
Their peace and their sal - va - tion. As with a moth-er’s
A - loud the won - drous sto - ry. Cast ev-’ry i - dol
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souls He fills And ev - ’ry faith - less mur - mur stills:
of His might All things are just and good and right:
praise the Lord, Who is by one and all a - dored:
ten - der hand, He leads His own, His cho - sen band:
A from its throne, For God is God, and He a - lone:
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To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
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Text: Johann Jacob Schiitz, 1640-90; (sts. 1-3, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, adapt.; (st. 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, adapt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.

Midweek Lent Services are Mar 25. Dinner at 5:45pm and Service at 6:30pm.

In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am.

March has a Fifth Sunday Get your hymn suggestions to Pastor Huston by Mar 22.

The Combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service is Thurs. Apr 2 at 6pm.

Easter Potluck Breakfast is Sun. Apr 5 at 9am. We will be no Sunday School that morning.
The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Apr 11 at 9am.

Church Council next meeting is Apr 12 at 8am.
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