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As We Gather 

In the season of Lent, we follow Jesus, moving ever closer to His Passion and cross. By listening to His Word 

and receiving His body and blood, we learn to see Him rightly. In the Old Testament Reading, Israel is shown 

to be a failure as God’s servant: “He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he 

does not hear” (Isaiah 42:20). Israel is blind and deaf to the truth. God’s true servant is the One who suffers 

(see Isaiah 52–53). That Suffering Servant will open the eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf. In the 

Epistle, believers are called “children of light” (Ephesians 5:8) and called to walk in the Light. Believers walk 

in the Light who is Christ (John 9:5) as they wait for His glory to be fully revealed: “when anything is exposed 

by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you’ ” (Ephesians 5:13–14). 
 

914 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

http://www.holycrosscanton.com/


P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 

P My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

C One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 

LORD and to inquire in his | temple. 

P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent 

sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 

 I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that 

we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You 

in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 42. 
14For a long time I have held my peace; 

 I have kept still and restrained myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 

 I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 

 and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn the rivers into islands, 

 and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, 

in paths that they have not known I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

 the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, 

 and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 

 who trust in carved idols, 

who say to metal images, 

 “You are our gods.” 

18Hear, you deaf, 

 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 

 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 

 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 
 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 

R The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 5. 

 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the 

fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak 



of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for 

anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Holy Gospel John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

 
P  1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 

parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the 

man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 

and washed and came back seeing. . . . 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. 

And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This 

man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do 

such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 

about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . . 

 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 

it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment 

I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering 723 The Lord Is My Light sts. ref–1 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church of God, that she, being enlightened by the Gospel, would be a home for those cast out by 

this world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, gathered and sanctified in God’s truth; for Matthew, our Synod president; Jon, our district 

president; and Mark, our circuit visitor, that they would be guided and directed in their tasks; and for all 

vacant congregations, that God would send laborers into His harvest and sustain those whom He has sent, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all authorities, especially parents and the civil servants of our nation, that God would strengthen 

homes and keep families firm in the Christian faith; and that He would preserve us from wickedness and 

uphold order and justice for a peaceful life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the afflicted in body or soul, [especially _____________,] that they would take heart, trust in Christ 

for healing and find Him even in the midst of their trials, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For faith to believe Christ’s blessed testament, seek His Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our sins, and 

confess His truth with honest hearts in the communion of this altar, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who wander in the darkness through rough places in this life, that they would wait on the 

salvation of the Lord and not be put to shame, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P All these things, O heavenly Father, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, asking You to grant our prayers 

not for our sake but for His sake alone. Teach our hearts to be content with Your will and to trust that 

You will answer with what is best for us and at the right time for our need. Graciously receive our prayers, 

deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 



841 O Son of God, in Galilee 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. D. Hoppe, 1889–1941, alt. 
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 



849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Mar 15at 8am.   
 

Midweek Lent Services are Mar 18 & 25.  Dinner at 5:45pm and Service at 6:30pm. 
 

In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am. 
 

March has a Fifth Sunday Get your hymn suggestions to Pastor Huston by Mar 22. 
 

The Combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service is Thurs. Apr 2 at 6pm. 
 

Easter Potluck Breakfast is Sun. Apr 5 at 9am.  We will be no Sunday School that morning. 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Apr 11 at 9am. 
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