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As We Gather
Today we see the similarities and the contrasts between Moses and Jesus. Both are God’s servants, but only
Jesus is willing and able to save us. We will hear of Moses’ unwillingness to serve and save many people, even
with the signs God provided. But Jesus, our Lord, is willing to do all that is necessary for all of us to be
embraced by God’s love. Jesus Christ came, delivered us, and set us free.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Opening Versicles

This is the day which the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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Sit
Readings From Holy Scripture
Reading Exodus 4:1-20

A reading from Exodus, chapter 4.

'Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The
Lorp did not appear to you.”” 2The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3And
he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from
it. “But the LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”’—so he put out his hand and caught
it, and it became a staff in his hand— >“that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” ®Again, the LORD said to him, “Put
your hand inside your cloak.” And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand
was leprous like snow. "Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside
his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 8“If they will not believe
you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. °If they will not believe even these
two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and
the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”

198t Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken
to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” **Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s



mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not |, the LorD? *?Now therefore go, and I will
be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” *But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone
else.” *Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother,
the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he
will be glad in his heart. *®You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and 1 will be with your
mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. ®He shall speak for you to the people, and he
shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. ’And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall
do the signs.”

Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please let me go back to my brothers in
Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” *And the LoRD said to
Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.” 2°So Moses took
his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the
staff of God in his hand.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Hebrews 3:1-6
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 3.

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest
of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s
house. 3For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of
a house has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all
things is God.) *°Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be
spoken later, Sbut Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our
confidence and our boasting in our hope.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Reading John 8:31-38
A reading from John, chapter 8.

3150 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
%2and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 3They answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

%Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. ®*The slave
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. *¢So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed. 31 know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place
in you. %1 speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
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Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487-1553

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Sermon The Good News of a God Who Sends a Deliverer



Offering

Stand

426 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross st. 1

Litany (Lent) LSB 249
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew our synodical president and Jon our district president, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants
of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Donald our president and Gregory our governor, for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to
Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Collect of the Day

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all
adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Collect for the Word
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for Peace
(P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness as we keep watch
for Your reappearing; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Amen.
Canticle
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ~I- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
5  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 6  Thou hast suffered great affliction

That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7

And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,

I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain



Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.

Church Council next meeting is Mar 15 at 8am.

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Mar 7 at 9am.

Midweek Lent Services are Mar 4, 11, 18, & 25. Dinner at 5:45pm and Service at 6:30pm.
In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am.
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