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The Second Sunday in Lent March 1, 2026
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather

“Born again” has become a catch phrase in our age. It is not merely that Jesus says one must be born again but
born from above. This new birth happens not from human will or desire but solely from the love and act of
God working by the Spirit. Baptismal water is the womb through which we are born again and born from above
to the life that death cannot overcome and is eternal. As we make our way through Lent, we are constantly
reminded of the truth of Luther’s explanation: we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Christ, our
Lord, or come to Him. The Spirit calls us to the font, gathers the baptized around His Word and Table, delivers
us from the darkness of unbelief, and makes holy those who belong to the Lord. Thanks be to God!

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made

3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav. - ing  grace is nigh; His Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near, /A 6  Glory to God the Father, Son,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; To You, O blesséd Trinity,
That is the firmest ground of faith. Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

) O almighty God, merciful Father,

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

(P] He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Seek the Lorp | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!
(P) He isthe | LorD our God;*
his judgments are in | all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon: v. 8
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P] Letus pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all
adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9

Epistle

Stand

B The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 12.

The LoRD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that
I will show you. 2And | will make of you a great nation, and 1 will bless you and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the LoRD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions
that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, ®Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to
the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. "Then the LoRrD appeared to Abram and said,
“To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LorD and called upon the name of the Lorp. °And Abram
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
B3 The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 4.

YWhat then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. ®For what does the Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” *Now to the one who works, his wages
are not counted as a gift but as his due. >And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, éjust as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom
God counts righteousness apart from works:

"“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered,
8plessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

3For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. *For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. **For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.
®That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all, *as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel John 3:1-17
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
) Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” ®Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 5That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. "Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.” ¥The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

*Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” *°Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel
and yet you do not understand these things? ' Truly, truly, 1 say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. *?If | have told you earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? **No one has ascended into heaven except
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, °that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

18<For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. ’For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,



and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. And should my
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peace-ful sleep Un - til Thy re - ap-pear - ing. And then from
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heart for  sor-row break, My trust in Thee can noth-ing shake.
doc - trine  me be- guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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Thou  art the por - tion I have sought; Thy pre - cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me To bear my
0] Son of God, Thy glo - rious face, My Sav - ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at -

Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.

tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Zwey Bucher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Offering 798 The God of Abraham Praise sts. 1-2

Stand



Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith to fix our eyes on the Son of Man and to turn from the things of the flesh, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that they would patiently teach the faith to all who question the way of salvation, in this
and every generation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all fathers, who are given the calling to hand down the faith, that their hearts would be filled with the
words of Christ; and that they would show forth His mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our president; Gregory, our governor; the Congress of the United States; the legislature of
this state; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that we would preserve our liberty and use
its gift wisely in the pursuit of justice and for the welfare of all people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the people of God in their sorrows and sicknesses, [especially ,J that Christ would
sustain them in their afflictions, comfort them in the hour of death and raise up the dead according to His
gracious promise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faith to hear the word of Jesus; to trust in His death on the cross; and to receive His body and blood
for forgiveness, life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith, that like Abraham we may delight in the Lord’s promise kept in Christ; and for the Holy
Spirit, that we may witness to His name and carry His Gospel to every place and people, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



(P] All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show

forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet

Welcome to our Visitors

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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[P The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up un - to  the Lord.
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[P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth;
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heav’n and earth are

full
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of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home
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1Je - - sa - lem, my hap - py home,
20 hap - py har - bor of the saints,
3 Thy gar -  dens and thy gal - lant walks
4 There trees for - ev - er - more bear fruit
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When shall I come to  thee? When shall my sor - rows
o sweet and pleas - ant  soil! In thee no sor - row
Con - tin - ual-ly are  green; There grow such sweet and
And ev - er-more do  spring; There ev - er - more the
o) . .
A — i . — — E——— i it |
(RS — » { ] —— ] ot i H
) '\_/‘L ™) f R ——
have an  end? Thy joys when shall I see?
may be found, No grief, no care, no toil.
pleas - ant  flow’rs As no - where else are seen.
an - gels dwell And ev - er - more do sing.
5  Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare
Around my Savior stand; For that bright home of love
And soon my friends in Christ below That | may see Thee and adore
Will join the glorious band. With all Thy saints above.
Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt.
Tune: American
Text and tune: Public domain
732 All Depends on Our Possessing
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1 All de - pends on our pos - sess - ing God’s a - bun - dant
2He who to this day has fed me And to man -y
3 Man - y spend their lives in fret-ting O - ver tri - fles
4 When with  sor - row I am strick-en, Hope a - new my
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grace and Dbless - ing, Though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys has led me Is and ev - er shall be mine.
and in get - ting Things that have no sol - id ground.
heart will quick - en; All my long - ing shall be stilled.
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They who trust with  faith un - shak - en By their God are
He who ev - er gent - ly schools me, He who dai - ly
I shall strive to win a trea - sure That will bring me
To His lov - ing - kind - ness ten - der Soul and bod -y
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not for - sak - en And will keep a daunt-less heart.
guides and rules me Will re - main my help di - vine.
last - ing plea - sure And that now s sel - dom found.
I sur - ren - der, For on God a - lone I  build.



5  Well He knows what best to grant me; 6  If my days on earth He lengthen,

All the longing hopes that haunt me, God my weary soul will strengthen;
Joy and sorrow, have their day. All my trust in Him | place.
I shall doubt His wisdom never; Earthly wealth is not abiding,
As God wills, so be it ever; Like a stream away is gliding;
| commit to Him my way. Safe I anchor in His grace.
Text: Andachtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nurnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
f) u . | |
A T S J———— H
[ £ an hul | | o | Illl | | I | | e t‘
[IN\3Y I & ¥ 1 I | [ | I
Y (<4 T
h Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
# . ‘
e ——————+,
o -
l_?—! =’ =’ [ O | OI
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
'@9% e e :
o L < O
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
I 9 ﬂu — i —— | | —— . T
° [ | I | | | | | =) | | [ | | |
) = = |
Py [ 4 ~ \ [ bl
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
A T |
B |
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
-4 S~ N ——— i T |
A P ——— i 0| i
Y] L
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
[ 9 #u T o~ ! —] I ; 1 — i |
Heys oo & 7+ g—+—++—1—
[IN\3V L [ | | [ I & e 9 9 | |
Py [ I ' [
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200

(P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

(P) Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Benediction LSB 202
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer
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1 Guide me, O Thou great Re - deem-er, Pil - grim through this
2 0 - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain Whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of Jor - dan, Bid my anx - ious
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful  hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs  of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till 1 want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es I will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till I want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to Thee.

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91

Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.

Church Council next meeting is Mar 15 at 8am.

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Mar 7 at 9am.

Midweek Lent Services are Mar 4, 11, 18, & 25. Dinner at 5:45pm and Service at 6:30pm.
In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am.
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