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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Divine Service, Setting Four

As We Gather
Many of the words that we use on a

from the Old English word bloedsian,

904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

regular basis in our worship have a rich and meaningful history that is
often not well known. The word blessed or blessing used in the liturgy and hymns of the church is derived
“to make something sacred.” This word, traced further back to an ancient
Germanic dialect, originally meant “to make sacred in marking with blood.” That meaningful linkage is well
reflected in the eighteenth-century hymn text by English clergyman Joseph Humphreys, which begins: “Blest
the children of our God, They are bought with Christ’s own blood; They are ransomed from the grave, Life
eternal they will have” (LW 370:1). In his poetic text, Humphreys echoes 1 John, where we read: “But if we
walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin” (1:7). We are blessed though the blood of Jesus to be the children of God! As we pray
with hymnwriter Humphreys: “With them numbered may we be here and in eternity!” (LW 370:1).
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1 Bless -ed Je - sus, at Your Word We are gath - ered
2 Al our knowl - edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep - est
3 Gra-cious Sav - ior, good and kind, Light of Light, from
A 4 Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it, Lord, Praise to You and
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all to  hear You. Let our hearts and souls be  stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed Till Your Spir - it breaks our night
God pro - ceed - ing, O - pen now our heart and mind;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant that we may trust Your Word,
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Now to seek and love and fear You, By Your teach-ings,
With  the beams of truth un-cloud - ed. You a - lone to
Help us by  Your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry Your
Con - fi-dent of our sal - va - tion, While we here be-
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sweet and ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love You sole - ly.
God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
Church now rais - es; Hear  and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan - der, Till we sing Your prais - es yon - der
Text (sts. 1-3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; (sts. 1-3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Btichlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.

Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of
Amen.

the -1~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

(P} For the Lorp knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,*
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers;
(P} but his delight is in the law | of the LorD,*
and on his law he meditates | day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not |
wither.*
In all that he does, he | prospers.
(P) The wicked | are not so,*
but are like chaff that the wind | drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,*
nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

P

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For the LorD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Letus pray.

LSB 204

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand
upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
B The Old Testament Reading is from Micah, chapter 6.

'Hear what the LORD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
ZHear, you mountains, the indictment of the LoRD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
%0 my people, what have I done to you?
How have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
0 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,

Micah 6:1-8



and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

6<With what shall T come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

®He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
B The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1.

¥The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. °For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 2For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. *’For Jews demand
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, %but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, >*but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
ZFor the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

8For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2®God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 2so that no human being might boast in the presence
of God. *®He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. *'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

o) | l [ = | . |
= e e e e e —
S — L i o { i— — S i —— i
e *_ I T
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
ﬂ A | N | ' I
[ p’ 4 | N | | [ — ] N
—Z i | IR | 11 I Il 1 ||
=S | |
[NV 4 | ’
J &

These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

%Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

%<Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

%“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11«Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. ?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



Sit

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son  of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, Source of life and
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truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and pas - sion,
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal -lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal-lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards
toil -ing, By  Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe- vered
will -ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P] Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, You have called us to good work in our various vocations. Give us courage that we might never be
ashamed of Christ and Him crucified, but be free to boast in the Lord within our callings. Lord, in Your

mercy,
hear our prayer.



Sit
Offering

Stand

God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
it is Your power to all who are being saved. Strengthen the faith of pastors and congregations, that they
would not turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the families of the nations might
worship before You. Bless the families of this congregation with Your grace and protection, that they
might remember You in both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and confounded Balak, king of Moab, for their
protection. Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authorities, that Your people may live in peace
and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory You promise to wipe away every tear from every eye.
Comfort those who mourn. Heal and deliver, according to Your good and gracious will, those troubled
by sickness and affliction [including ]. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all righteousness, You command us to be holy as You are holy, and You sanctify us with Your
Son’s body and blood. Prepare the hearts of all who partake of the Sacrament today, that they might repent
of their sin, trust in Your promises and find their righteousness in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy Father, You know the way of the righteous. Preserve Your people from walking in the counsel of
the wicked, from standing in the way of sinners and from sitting in the seat of scoffers. By Your grace,
cause them to delight in Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died

and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
Amen.

823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace st. 1

956 Create in Me
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh.

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 210

0 # , | | , |
—f ¥ L L | | | | | | | | | |
' | Il | P 1 | |
!‘%y\—ﬂ—.!—.?—é’—!j:gﬂl'_a—&‘_’_a-—{
10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
0 & | |
I | [ ]
] |
| | ] | | | | | |
1y, \ w ‘ ‘ w |
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
0 4
A \  E— — }  — — I
[N £ an WL | | | } (’{ # I } I | I

[

(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
Distribution

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
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wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,

Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - y, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I hear His
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Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, I ac - cept His
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in - vi - ta - tion: “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken of His sa - cred cov - e - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.
5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 6  Now have | found consolation,
Whose own feast of love | savor, Comfort in my tribulation,
Bidden by His gracious call. Balm to heal the troubled soul.
Wedding garments He provides me, God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
With a robe of white He hides me, Cleanses me from sin and error,
Fits me for the royal hall. Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960

Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain



426 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
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3 See, from His
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Were the

sur - vey
Lord, that I

the won - drous cross On which the
should boast Save in the

head, His hands, His feet Sor - row and

whole realm  of

na - ture mine, That were a
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Prince  of Glo - 1y died, My rich - est gain I
death of Christ, my God; All the vain things that
love flow min - gled down! Did e’er such love and
trib - ute far too small; Love so a - maz - ing,
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count but loss And pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, I sac - ri - fice them to His blood.
sor - row meet Or thorns com -pose so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807
Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
(P] Letus pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper
of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on
the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.

Amen.
782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Penny Stapp’s birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs.

Church Council next meeting is Feb 8 at 8am.

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Feb 7 at 9am.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on Feb 18. Service at 6pm.

In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am.
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