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As We Gather 

People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are describing a unique purpose or vocation according 

to interests and talents. Often, trying to determine a person’s “calling” or “destiny” is defined by some innate 

ability or giftedness found within ourselves, something we were born with or somehow born to do. 

  

Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen Andrew and his brother Simon Peter. They were 

called by God through John the Baptist to follow the Messiah, the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. They were called 

to be disciples and eventually to be sent on Christ’s mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah says even the 

Savior, the servant of the Lord, was called from the womb by God, “that Israel might be gathered to Him,” and 

called “as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:5–6). Saul of 

Tarsus was “called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,” and Saul, now named Paul, reminds 

the church at Corinth and us that we are “called to be saints” (1 Corinthians 1:1–2). This calling differs from 

merely surveying interests or abilities within us; it comes to us from outside of ourselves, from the living God, 

our creator and Redeemer. This calling comes from God to everyone. It is the call of salvation, the divine call 

that transforms us from sinners into saints. Therefore, this calling depends not on anything within us but solely 

and totally on the grace and mercy and love of God. 

 
688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1–4a, b; antiphon: v. 14 

P Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,* 

 O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer. 

C The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

P Day to day | pours out speech,* 

 and night to night reveals | knowledge. 

C There is no speech, nor | are there words,* 

 whose voice | is not heard. 

P Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,* 

 O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer. 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers 

of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 49:1–7 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 49. 

  
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 

 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, 

 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow; 

 in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 



 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the LORD, 

 and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, 

 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him; 

 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

 and my God has become my strength— 
6he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 

 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 

 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

 the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 

 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

R The Old Testament Reading is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1. 

  

 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 

all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 
5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about 

Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:29–42a 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 

he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might 

be revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 

remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen 

and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at Jesus as he walked by 

and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus 

turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” 

(which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came 

and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own 

brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 



     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
402 The Only Son from Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500–1535; (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

We praise You, O Lord, for You declared it too light a thing that Jesus should redeem only the tribes of 

Jacob and instead made Him a light for all the nations. Fill our hearts with joy that He is the Savior of all, 

and grant that our voices may help spread Your salvation to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, summoned Andrew and Peter to follow Him and would later 

send them to bear witness to His name. Continue to call men into the holy ministry. Bless all who hold 

and study for that office, that they would grow in all godly wisdom and faithfully make known Your 

Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You faithfully watched over the tribes of Jacob, providing them both daily bread and 

redemption in abundant measure. Watch over the homes of Your people. Bless them with all that they 

need for this body and life, and preserve them in the glad confidence that Christ is their strength and their 

salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, guide and give wisdom to the nation and our president, the governor of this state, and all judges and 

magistrates. Protect those who serve us as firefighters, police, disaster workers and medical personnel. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, Your Son became the Lamb of God to take away all of our sins and infirmities by His death 

and resurrection. Remember all who are in need of Your help and healing [especially _____________]. 

Deliver them according to Your merciful will, and preserve them in the certainty that their sins are taken 

away. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Lord, You give us the precious body and blood of Your beloved Son for the forgiveness of our 

sins. Grant us faith as we approach the Lamb of God in this Sacrament. Enable us to keep in holy hearts 

what we receive upon our lips. Send Your Holy Spirit to keep us in this faith until Christ comes in His 

glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, our God, through Your Holy Spirit You work in us to bring forth fruits of righteousness. Grant 

us a steadfast heart in times of duress, strength amid temptation and the grace of humility, that we may 

not fall victim to pride and arrogance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, heavenly Father, grant that we who have celebrated the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ 

announced by Your forerunner; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 551 When to Our World the Savior Came sts. 1–2 

 
Stand 

 
956 Create in Me 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 

believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 

  

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



628 Your Table I Approach 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 

    There to share Your wedding feast. 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 

    And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit 

    And to You eternally. 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Proverbs. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Feb 8 at 8am.   
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Feb 7 at 9am. 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on Feb 18.  Service at 6pm. 
 

In preparation for Easter, Church Clean-up Day is Sat Mar 28 starting at 9am. 
 

Evangelist training is being offered in Athens!  Introductory meeting 24 Jan.  More info on the narthex 

bulletin board. 
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