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As We Gather 

One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be summed up in the word “near.” “Near” can indicate 

something that is almost here but hasn’t yet arrived. And at the same time, “near” can point to something 

already with us, like those “near and dear” to our hearts. The word “near” resounds with feelings of the here 

and now and the not quite yet. Today in worship, Your Savior, Jesus, is near! He is present in the here and 

now, delivering grace upon grace. And He is on His way, bringing the fullness of His freedom. Praise the God 

who comes near in Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

 
745 In God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 
Text: Veer schöne nye Geistlike Leder, before 1603, Lübeck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Kurtzweilige teutsche Lieder, 1576, Nürnberg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 121:1–2, 5, 7–8; antiphon: Luke 21:33 

P Heaven and earth will | pass away,*  

 but my words will not | pass away. 

C I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 

 From where does my | help come? 

P My help comes | from the LORD,* 

 who made | heaven and earth. 

C The LORD is your | keeper;* 

 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

P The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 

 he will | keep your life. 

C The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Heaven and earth will | pass away,* 
 but my words will not | pass away. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those 

who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide 

forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Malachi 4 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Malachi, chapter 4. 

 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 

The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 

branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall 

go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under 

the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for 

all Israel. 

 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6And he 

will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike 

the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:1–13 

R The Epistle is from 2 Thessalonians, chapter 3. 

 1Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened 

among you, 2and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. 3But the Lord is 

faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. 4And we have confidence in the Lord about 

you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command. 5May the Lord direct your hearts to the love 

of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 

 6Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother 

who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7For you yourselves 

know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s 

bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to 

any of you. 9It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 
10For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let 

him not eat. 11For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12Now 

such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 

own living. 

 13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 21:5–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

 
P  5While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, [Jesus] 

said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon 

another that will not be thrown down.” 7And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what 



will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For 

many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9And when 

you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be 

at once.” 

 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great 

earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from 

heaven. 12But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. 13This will 

be your opportunity to bear witness. 14Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to 

answer, 15for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or 

contradict. 16You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you 

they will put to death. 17You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 
19By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

 20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21Then 

let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those 

who are out in the country enter it, 22for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23Alas for 

women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress 

upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among 

all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled. 

 25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 

because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 

coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Sermon 

 
Offering 897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly sts. 1, ref, 2 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Holy God, hear Your people as they pray, and grant to us all things needful and beneficial according to 

Your gracious promise in Christ, our Lord. Keep us from being led astray by those who speak lies in Your 

name. Awaken within us ears to hear Your Word and hearts to believe, even in the face of trial and trouble, 

that we may be found faithful when our Lord comes in His glory to finish His new creation. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Uphold all ministers of Your Gospel and those who hear it gladly. Cause that Word to be honored and so 

deliver them from wicked and evil men. Give a mouth and wisdom to Your people in all adversity to 

confess You boldly and to endure faithfully to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We give You thanks, O Lord, for the gift of family, and we ask You to bless the homes in which Your 

people dwell. Make them to be places of blessing and peace centered in Your Word, where the faith is 

preserved and passed on to children and grandchildren. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You judge the world with righteousness and Your people with equity. Bless us with good and 

faithful leaders and government to defend Your people, punish the evildoer and encourage virtue. Raise 

up those who will serve the cause of peace among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Your Christ is our Rising Sun with healing in His wings. Shine His light upon the sick, those who suffer 

loss and persecution for the sake of Your name, those whose hearts are heavy with grief, and all who have 

requested our prayers [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Bring us to receive with thanksgiving and faith the most blessed food of Christ’s flesh for the life of the 

world and His blood that cleanses us from all our sins. Bless us with unity of faith and harmony of doctrine 

and life. By this blessed Sacrament, equip us with all the gifts of the Spirit and bring to harvest the rich 

fruits of the Spirit in the lives of Your people, both now and forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, You are the strength of Your people. Grant that we may not give into temptation or be caught up 

in evil but endure through Your grace to the day of Christ’s return. We pray that we would be found holy 

and blameless by the power of His grace when You bring the dawn of the Last Day and lead us into the 

place where there is no night, no darkness and no death. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Lord, You have promised never to abandon us and to provide all that we need for this day and 

for eternal life. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, hear the prayers of Your people, and grant them all 

good things for Your mercy’s sake. To You, the eternal God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be glory 

now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 
  

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen 

creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
644 The Church’s One Foundation sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

509 Christ Is Surely Coming 

 

 

 

 



Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1980 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying our Lutheran identity.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying the Psalms. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Dec 9 at 8am.   
 

Biannual Voters’ Assembly meeting is Dec 9 at after service.  We will be voting on the budget and an elder. 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Dec 6 at 9am. 
 

We are having a Food drive for Manna Food Bank now until Nov 18. 
 

Church Directory Photoshoot is scheduled for Tues. Nov 18 from 2pm to 8:30pm.   
 

November has a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by the 23rd. 
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