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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 14, 2025
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather

A great temptation before Christians is to presume that sincerity is more important than doctrine. The reality
is that both are deeply important. Jesus does not countenance hypocrisy but neither does He offer false
consolation to those who refuse to hear the voice of His Word. Part of faithfully hearing the Word of God is
discerning what is commanded from what is given—what Lutherans describe as the Law and the Gospel.

Confusing or confounding the two will distort our picture of God and lead us away from that which Christ has
done.

612 As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered
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1 As reb - els, Lord, who fool -ish - ly have wan - dered
2 Still we re - turn, our con - trite words re - hears - ing,
3 A feast of love for us You are pre - par - ing;
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Far from Your love— un - fed, un-clean, un - clothed—

Speech, that with - in Your warm em-brace soon  dies;
We who were lost, You give an hon-ored place!
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Dare we re - call Your wealth so rash-ly squan - dered,
All of our guilt, our shame, our pain re - vers - ing
“Come, eat; come, drink, and be no more de - spair - ing—
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Dare hope to glean that boun - ty which we loathed?
As tears of joy and wel-come fill Your eyes.
Here taste a - gain the trea-sures of My grace.”

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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BERE

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit
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You have turned for me my mourning into | dancing;*
O LorD my God, I will give thanks to you for- | ever!
O LorDp my God, I cried to | you for help,*

and you have | healed me.

O Lorb, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;*

you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit.

Sing praises to the LorD, O | you his saints,*
and give thanks to his | holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.*

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

P

Kyrie

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
You have turned for me my mourning into | dancing;*
O Lorbp my God, I will give thanks to you for- | ever!

Lord, have @ mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -

Gloria in Excelsis
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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@ Glory be to God on high: (and on earth peace,good - will toward

Psalm 30:2-5; antiphon: w. 11a, 12b

LSB 186

LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us that
we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

@ The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 34.

Ezekiel 34:11-24



L<For thus says the Lord Gop: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. ?As a
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep,
and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.
3And 1 will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the
country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.
3] myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord Gop. °I
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.

17«As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | judge between sheep and sheep, between rams
and male goats. *8ls it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet
the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet?
¥ And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your
feet?

20«Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. 2!Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have
scattered them abroad, 2%l will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep
and sheep. 2And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. 2*And I, the Lorb, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. | am the LORD; I have spoken.”

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Timothy 1:12-17
B The Epistle is from 1 Timothy, chapter 1.

12| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing
me to his service, *though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received
mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, **and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1*The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. *But | received mercy for this reason, that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe
in him for eternal life. *'To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ia Al-le - lu ia. Al-le - lu ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the
scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

330 he told them this parable: ““What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? >And when he
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ®And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” "Just so, I tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance.

8<Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house
and seek diligently until she finds it? >And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” 1%Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.



And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *}- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
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1Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive; Oh, may all this
2 We de - serve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray No  true shep - herd
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say - ing pon - der Who in sin’s de - lu-sions live
grace re - veal - ing, Par - don, peace, and life pro-claim;
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And from God and heav-en wan - der! Here is hope for
Here our ills have per-fect heal - ing. Firm - ly in these
Christ, the Shep-herd, gent-1ly tak - eth In His arms that
Grant for all my sins re-mis - sion. Let these words my
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all  who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 6 Now my conscience is at peace;
Were as scarlet my transgression, From the Law | stand acquitted.
It shall be as white as snow Christ hath purchased my release
By Thy blood and bitter passion; And my ev’ry sin remitted.
For these words | now believe: Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive. Jesus sinners doth receive.
7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstéadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Offering 558 Not unto Us sts. 1-2

Stand



Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

(P)

Let us pray to for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. Guard us against self-righteousness that sees no
need to hear of Christ and His redemption, and preserve us in Your Word and grace, that as Your people
we might always be about the proclamation of repentance and the forgiveness of sins for the sake of Jesus.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You call pastors and set them to the task of shepherding Your people. Bless them in their
work of providing Your gifts to those You have gathered and as they seek those who have wandered
away. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, look with favor on the households of this congregation, and grant that all may live in love that
issues from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

King of the ages, immortal and invisible, the only God, look in kindness upon all entrusted with public
office in our land, and grant them wisdom and courage to serve our nation according to Your will. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, You promise to shepherd Your sheep for the sake of Jesus. According to Your Word, seek the

lost, bring back the stray, bind up the injured and strengthen the weak. Have mercy [especially upon
and] upon all who look to You for deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the ages, in the fullness of time Your Son became flesh, and He received sinners and ate with them
on His way to the cross. Bless all those He feeds today with His own holy body and blood. Guard them
from impenitence and resistance to Your promises, and with forgiveness grant them life and salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



We recall with thanksgiving, O Lord, those who served You in days past and now rest from their labors,
and we pray that You would keep us in fellowship with all Your saints. By this holy communion, give us
grace to sustain us through the changes and chances of this mortal life, and keep us to that day when
Christ shall call us unto Himself and we shall know Him face to face in the marriage supper of the Lamb
that knows no end. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Welcome to our Visitors

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194

(P) The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up unto the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

It is meet and right so to do.

(P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P] Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.

This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Sit

Distribution

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, Tl not want; He  makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark wvale, Yet will 1
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy  all my life  Shall sure - ly
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lead - eth me The qui - et wa - ters by
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy  rod And staff me com - fort  still.
oil a - noint, And my cup - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My  dwell - ing place shall be.
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh
Tune: William Gardiner, 1770-1853
Text and tune: Public domain
627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
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wrath for - ev - er; By His bit - ter grief and woe
food sup - ply - ing, Gives His bod - y with the bread,
are pre - par - ing, For if you do not be - lieve,
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He saved us  from the e - i foe.
And with  the wine the blood He shed.
His judg - ment then you shall re - ceive.
Gave in - to death His on - ly Son.
5  Firmly hold with faith unshaken 6  Agony and bitter labor

That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose
You need not Him who died and rose.



Stand

7  Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 9  If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,

And receive My grace and favor:

Those who feel no pain or ill You will be your Savior’s guest,
Need no physician’s help or skill. Be at His banquet truly blest.

8  “For what purpose was My dying 10 Let this food your faith so nourish
If not for your justifying? That its fruit of love may flourish

And what use this precious food
If you yourself were pure and good?”

And your neighbor learn from you
How much God’s wondrous love can do.

Text: John Hus, c. 1369-1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F.

Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt.

Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Text (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving

(P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

(P) Letus pray.

LSB 199

LSB 200

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.



Benedicamus LSB 202
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
Tge Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

895 Now Thank We All Our God
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1 Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voic -es,

2 Oh, may this boun-teous God Through all our life be near us,
A3 All praise and thanks to God The Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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Who won-drous things has done, In  whom His world re - joic - es;
With ev - er joy - ful hearts And bless-ed peace to cheer us
The Son, and Him who reigns With them in high-est heav-en,

S s e s e S e e e e e
(9"9 P o @ =i e o |
o : e ]

Who from ourmoth-ers’ arms Has blest us on our way
And keep us in His grace And guide us when per-plexed
The one e - ter - nal God, Whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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With count-less gifts of love And still is ours to - day.
And free us from all ills In this world and the next!

For thus it was, is now, And shall be ev - er - more.
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is at 9am on Sunday mornings studying Joshua.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying Psalms.
Church Council next meeting is Sept 14 at 8am.

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Oct 11 at 9am.

The Church Counsel is planning on moving the designated Library Fund to the General Fund. Please
contact anyone on the Counsel with comments.
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