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Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Service, Setting Two

As We Gather

Thomas is forever marked with the qualifying adjective “doubting.” How Thomas is known is due to one
episode in a career marked more by faith and faithful discipleship. Could it be that the doubts that plague us
are less marks of our unfaithfulness than they are challenges we must daily face in order to be Christ’s own
disciples? What defines you are not the doubts but what you do with them. Thomas brought his doubts to Jesus.
We, too, are called to bring our doubts to the Lord and to be strengthened in faith and encouraged in a life of

following our Savior.
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none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.

we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.

Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

April 27, 2025

Amen.
P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.


http://www.holycrosscanton.com/

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

()
(C)

(P)

(C|

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie
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Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2-3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the Lorb; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice!
Seek the LorD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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(P] Letus pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in
our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

First Reading Acts 5:12-20
@ The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 5.

12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And
they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. **None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in
high esteem. *And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, **so
that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least
his shadow might fall on some of them. ®The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing
the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with
jealousy 8they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. **But during the night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 2°“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this Life.”

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Revelation 1:4-18
B The Epistle is from Revelation, chapter 1.

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who
are before his throne, ®and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood ®and made us a kingdom, priests to his God
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. "Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
Even so. Amen.

81 am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.”

°I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. *°I was in
the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet *'saying, “Write what you see
in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

2Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands,
3and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash
around his chest. *“The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of
fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.
81 his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like
the sun shining in full strength.

1"When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am
the first and the last, *and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of
Death and Hades.



@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

P) °0On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ?Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” >>And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. **If you forgive the sins of
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

**Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. *So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

’Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *®Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

$Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 3but
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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470 O Sons and Daughters of the King
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le-1u - ia!
5  When Thomas first the tidings heard 7 No longer Thomas then denied,;
That they had seen the risen Lord, He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
He doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
6 “My piercéd side, O Thomas, see, 8  How blest are they who have not seen

And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9  On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven



and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

d

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Glorious Lord, You have worked the salvation of the world through the death and resurrection of Your
Son. Give strength to our praise, and let our hearts and mouths be filled with the joy of Your wondrous
works. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to die for our sins and to rise for our justification. By His holy
wounds, bless us with the forgiveness of sins, and bless those sent to serve us in Your name, that Your
Church would be built up in our time and in the ages to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, remember those who have wandered from the household of faith. Faithful to Your
promises, work all things in their lives to remind them of their need for Your unending grace and steadfast
love, that they might return to the faith and delight in Your Son, crucified and raised for them. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, You sent Your angel to free the apostles from prison, that they would speak of the life of
Christ. Send Your holy angels to minister to those imprisoned on account of the testimony of Jesus, and
embolden Your whole Church to give a faithful and loving witness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we pray You to lead and guide our president; Congress; our
governor; the legislature of our state; and all who make, administer and judge our laws. Protect and defend
those within our community who enforce the rule of law, respond in emergency and disaster, and guard
our liberty here and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Great Physician, even the shadows of Your apostles brought healing to the afflicted people of
Jerusalem. As we rest under the shadow of Your wings, heal Your afflicted servants, [especially
,] that they would rejoice in Your steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.




(P] Holy Father, Your Son greets His disciples with peace despite their sins against Him. Make us confident
in His mercy toward us, and gladden our hearts as He comes to us in His body and blood with forgiveness
and renewal. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P] Alpha and Omega, almighty God, who was and is and is to come, with You all the souls of the faithful
rest in safety and in the assurance of the resurrection of all flesh. Make safe our way to join them, and
bring us with John and all the saints into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Amen.
Sit
Offering 471 O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. ref-4
Stand
Offertory LSB 176
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further studv. see Matthew 5:23f.: 10:32f.: 18:15-35: 26:26-29: and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.




Service

Preface
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of the Sacrament
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and
bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.

This do in remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Sit

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real
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read like braille The mark - ings of the  spear and nail.
palms reached out And beck - oned Thom - as from  his doubt.
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945-2022
Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
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3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth  im-part!
4 Now hell, its prince,the dev - i, Of all their pow’r are shorn;
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Now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth the glo - rious sun.
But loo he now is rout - ed, His boast is turned to gloom.
Now noth-ing ev - er sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
Now I am safe from e - vil, And sin I laugh to scomn.
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My Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In glo - rious vic - to - ry
No gloom shall ev - er shake, No foe shall ev - er take
Grim death with all its might Can - not my soul af - fright;
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When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight.
He who is strong to save Has tri - umphed o’er the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.
It is a pow’r - less form, How - e’er it rave and storm.
5  The world against me rages, 6  Now I will cling forever

Its fury | disdain;

Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.

My heart from care is free,

No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
| follow Him through all.



7 He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared,;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John Kelly, 1833-90, alt.
Tune: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Letus pray.
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Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper
of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on
the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.
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474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus s ris - en! Trum - pets re -
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter Tell - ing the
3 Je - sus the vine, We are the branch - es; Life in the
4 Weep-ing, be gone; Sor - row, be si - lent: Death put a -
5Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er, Gold - en Je -

sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light! Splen-dor, the Lamb, Heav -en for-
sto - ry to o - pen our eyes; Break-ing ourbread, Giv - ing us
Spir - it the fruit of the tree; Heav-en to earth, Christ to the

sun - der,and Eas - ter is bright. Cher - u-bim sing: “O grave, be
ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
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ev - er! Oh, what a mir - a-cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
peo - ple, Gift of the fu - ture now flow -ing to me.
o - pen!” Clothe us in won-der, a - dorn us in light
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!
A |, Refrain
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Je - sus 18 ris - en and we shall a - rise:
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009

Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922-87

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Announcements
Adult Sunday School will return 9am on Sunday Apr 27 studying Deuteronomy.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying Hezekiah.
Church Council next meeting is May 18 at 8am.

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. May 10 at 9am.
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