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As We Gather 

There is a hymn that refers to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, calling it an “old, old story” (“I Love to Tell the 

Story” by Arabella Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911). The fact that God’s plan of salvation began thousands of 

years ago, and that the Bible is the record of events in ancient history, does not mean that old equals irrelevant. 

Today, God says through His prophet Isaiah, “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old” 

(Isaiah 43:18). But before you throw away your old Bible, your old catechism, or your old hymnal, listen up! 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; . . . do you not perceive it?” (v. 19). In the pattern of the exodus of old and 

the deliverance from the Babylonian captivity of old, and as “the old rugged cross” of Christ made His 

resurrection from the dead possible, the “new thing” of God’s doing today is all about freeing you from the 

slavery of sin, death, boredom, worry, and fear; re-creating you “that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness” (explanation of the 

Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, Small Catechism); renewing your life today by the forgiveness of your 

sins and in the sure and certain hope of new bodies for old in the new creation that awaits, as that old hymn 

concludes, 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

’Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long. 

I love to tell the story; ’Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love. 

 
909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 3:3–6; antiphon: v. 8 

P Salvation belongs | to the LORD;* 

 your blessing be on your | people! 

C But you, O LORD, are a shield a- | bout me,* 

 my glory, and the lifter | of my head. 

P I cried aloud | to the LORD,* 

 and he answered me from his | holy hill. 

C I lay | down and slept;* 

 I woke again, for the LORD sus- | tained me. 

P I will not be afraid of many thousands of | people* 

 who have set themselves against me | all around. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Salvation belongs | to the LORD;* 

 your blessing be on your | people! 

 
Kyrie LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and 

preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:16–21 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 43. 

16Thus says the LORD, 

 who makes a way in the sea, 

 a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings forth chariot and horse, 

 army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 

 they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18“Remember not the former things, 

 nor consider the things of old. 
19Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

 now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

 and rivers in the desert. 
20The wild beasts will honor me, 

 the jackals and the ostriches, 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

 rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 

 21the people whom I formed for myself 
that they might declare my praise.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Philippians 3:8–14 

R The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 3. 

 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 

his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of 

his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead. 



 12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I 

do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 20:9–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter. 

 
  

P  9[Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went 

into another country for a long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would 

give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11And 

he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 
12And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, 

‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, 

they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15And they threw 

him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come 

and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17But 

he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone’? 

18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

 19The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he 

had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20So they watched him and sent spies, who 

pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority 

and jurisdiction of the governor. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 



430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For courage, that God would deliver us from fear, give us boldness to confess His saving truth, and assure 

us of deliverance in time of trouble, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For pastors, that they would be faithful in the preaching of the Word and the administration of the 

Sacraments; and for the church, that we would receive these gifts in thankfulness that Christ was rejected 

by sinners so that we may be welcomed into His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For parents, that God would bless them with every good gift to teach their children that salvation and life 

is theirs in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For civil authorities, that God would strengthen them to discourage evil and encourage good; and that He 

would keep us ever mindful that it is He who shields us and lifts our heads, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For [_____________ and] all who suffer in our midst, that our heavenly Father would remind them 

continually of His benefits, forgive all their iniquities, heal all their diseases and crown them with steadfast 

love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For repentant hearts, that we may abandon all confidence in our flesh, counting all other gains as loss, 

and so receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all the faithful, that we may count all things as loss except Christ and Him crucified and be drawn to 

Him through Word and Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P O Lord, in Baptism You have shared Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection with us, that we might be 

raised from the dead. Preserve us from taking His sacrifice for granted. Encourage us to forget what lies 

behind and strain forward to what lies ahead, until we attain the resurrection from the dead; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory sts. 1–3 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 



426 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891–1976, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying Ezra. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Apr 13 at 8am.  
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Apr 12 at 9am. 
 

Lenten Services are on Apr 9 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm 
 

Our Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service is Thursday Apr 17 at 6pm. 
 

Easter Sunday Breakfast is Apr 20 at 8:30am.  There will be no Sunday School that morning. 
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