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Service of Prayer and Preaching LSB p.260

As We Gather

Some of the tools and implements that make our lives easier do not have very lengthy histories. Although
ladders of rope, wood, and stone have been around for thousands of years, the trusty stepladder we use in so
many ways was not invented until 1862, when John Basely of Dayton, Ohio, constructed a hinged ladder so it
could be put away easily after use. Ladders have aided humans for centuries. They assist a person to reach high
places safely. The ladder in Jacob’s dream did that and more—it reached down to him on earth with an
affirmation of God’s promises. As we worship, God reaches to us with His promises of redemption,

forgiveness, and love. What a great vision that is for us to share!

560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed

Stand

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855-1928
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96
Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Versicles
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life, my  rest, Christ cru - ci - fied, 1 come.
con - trite tears, Christ cru - ci - fied, 1 come.
be through pain, Christ cru - ci - fied, I  come.
en - vy me, Christ cru - ci - fied, I come.
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

BEORE

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Readings From Holy Scripture

Sit



Reading Genesis 28:10-22
B A reading from Genesis, the twenty-eighth chapter.

19Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. *!And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place to sleep. *?And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached
to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! *And behold, the LoRD stood
above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which
you lie 1 will give to you and to your offspring. *Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. *°Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and
will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” *Then
Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” Y’ And he was
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”

1830 early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and
poured oil on the top of it. *°He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the
first. “Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and
will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 2!so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the
Lorb shall be my God, #2and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that
you give me [ will give a full tenth to you.”

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Ephesians 2:11-22
B The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 2.

'Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— *2remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. *But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh
the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, **and might reconcile us both to God in one
body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 1’And he came and preached peace to you who were far
off and peace to those who were near. *®For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. °So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, ?°built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, 2tin whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ??In
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Reading John 1:43-51
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
P) “*The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” ““Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. “°Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found
him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “*Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” *’Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
*8Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” **Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!” **Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,” do you believe?



You will see greater things than these.” ®*And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;



give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all.
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.

hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon The Good News of a Savior Who Unites Heaven and Earth

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain

Offering
Stand

Prayer
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877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven sts. 1-2

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in
prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day
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Eternal God, You so loved the world that You gave Your only Son into death for our sin. Take our lives,
Lord, and use them to lift up Your Son so that all will be drawn to Him and find eternal life; for He lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for the Word
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Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Evening Prayer

(C)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Amen.



Canticle LSB 956 Create in Me
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Blessing
P Letus bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I« Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.
526 You Are the Way; through You Alone
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God re - vealed His heart and will  and mind.
form the  mind And pu - 1 - fy the  heart.
trust in You Not death nor hell shall harm.
life to win Whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of Ezra.
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is Apr 12 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall.

Church Council next meeting is Apr 13 at 8am.

Lenten Services are on Apr 2 & 9 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm.
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