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As We Gather 

“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16). As we have now entered the forty-

day pilgrimage of Lent, we approach the most climactic event of our Lord’s earthly ministry, the one that 

confused and frightened the first followers of Jesus and perhaps even some to this day. The expectation of the 

establishment of the kingdom of God with Jesus, the Son of God, seated on a royal throne as ruler was 

demolished as they witnessed their Rabbi, Master, and Lord taken captive, convicted, tortured, and executed 

on that Passover in Jerusalem. 
  

The cross has always been an offense. To this day, the same mystery stands: His royal throne is but a frightful 

cross of crucifixion—His kingdom hidden to the eyes. When confronted with the facts of God’s Word, many 

cannot see past this mystery. Yet it is the power of God’s Word that gives people the gift of faith and new eyes 

to see what was incomprehensible and secret now revealed by the Spirit of God. God’s truth is that in the death 

of Christ, redemption and forgiveness of sin now avails for the entire world. Sinners are delivered, justified 

before God by faith in the blood of Jesus shed on the cross and given the ability to repent and believe and 

become children of God for eternity. For sinful mankind, this life-giving truth is impossible to believe or 

understand. Only because of the mighty Word of God proclaimed to the world by His church and by the power 

of the Spirit is that otherwise mysterious Word actually easy and powerful to understand and to believe. 
 

418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

P When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;* 

 I will rescue him and | honor him. 

With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 

 and show him my sal- | vation. 

C Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 

 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 

P no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 

 no plague come | near your tent. 

C For he will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

P On their hands they will | bear you up,* 

 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. 

C You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;* 

 I will rescue him and | honor him. 

With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 

 and show him my sal- | vation. 

 
Kyrie LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 

Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 26:1–11 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 26. 
  

 1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken 

possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest 

from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the 

place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest 

who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the 

land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and 

set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 

 5“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he 

went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and 

populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried 

to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. 8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great 

deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have 

given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. 11And 

you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the 

Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.” 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 10:8b–13 

R The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 10. 
  

 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is 

no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 

him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 4:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

P  1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2for 

forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he 

was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4And 

Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him up and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority 

and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it 

will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 

 and him only shall you serve.’” 

9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

 to guard you,’ 

11and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13And when the devil 

had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 



657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For deliverance, that the Lord Most High would be our dwelling place and refuge against every evil and 

plague, and that by the work of the Holy Spirit we may be satisfied with His salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For missionaries, that the God of all nations would protect and provide for them as they proclaim the 

Word of faith and bring it near to all who will hear, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For parents, that God would bless them with all wisdom as they teach their children His ways, bestowing 

His riches in His Word, that all may confess Jesus as Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the governing authorities, that God would protect them from every temptation of the devil, who falsely 

claims sovereignty over them, and equip them to curb what is evil and promote what is good, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those in need of healing and restoration, [especially _____________,] that God would answer their 

prayers, be with them in trouble and rescue them according to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For a right reception of the Lord’s Supper, that God would unite His people in a true confession of His 

Word and bring them with penitent hearts to receive the great riches of His Son’s body and blood, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For a proper stewardship of abundance, that the Lord who gives us all good things would grant us thankful 

hearts to declare His goodness and gladly support what He wills, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P Lord God, heavenly Father, see how the adversary continually afflicts us and walks about as a roaring 

lion seeking to devour us. We implore You for the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, to help us by the grace of the Holy Spirit and strengthen our hearts by Your Word, that our enemy 

would not prevail over us, but instead that we may abide evermore in Your grace and be preserved to life 

everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 521 Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken sts. 1–3 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 



333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 
716 I Walk in Danger All the Way 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    His guidance never fails me; 

Within His wounds I find a stay 

    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 

And by His footsteps led, 

My path I safely tread. 

    No evil leads my soul astray; 

    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    Await, my soul, the morrow, 

When God’s good healing shall allay 

    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 

Then, worldly pomp, begone! 

To heav’n I now press on. 

    For all the world I would not stay; 

    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 

of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 

the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 
746 Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit 

 

 

 

 
Text: Simon Dach, 1605–59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Musika Teutsch, 1532, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am studying Esther. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Mar 16 at 8am.  
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Apr 12 at 9am. 
 

Lenten Services are on Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2 & 9 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm 
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