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As We Gather 

The season of the Church Year that starts with Ash Wednesday is known by differing terms in various nations. 

The official term that dates back to the sixth century AD is Quadragesima, from the Latin word for “fortieth.” 

This term is carried forward in Latin-based languages such as Spanish (cuaresma) and Italian (Quaresima). 

Central Europeans reflect the self-denial aspect of the Lenten time using the term Fastenzeit (fasting time) in 

Germany and Nagy-bost (great fast) in Hungary. That naming tradition is also kept in Arabic-speaking 

countries, where the term Sawm al-Kabir (big fast) is used. Northern Europeans and related countries refer to 

the season of the year, relating back to the old Anglo-Saxon word Lengten-tide (springtime), which described 

when the days lengthened light-wise. Although the terms for the forty days of Lent may differ, the spiritual 

importance of “the forty” remains constant and powerful. May keeping this time of penance and prayer with 

“sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8) lead us to observe a blessed and holy Lent! 

 

Ash Wednesday – Imposition of Ashes 
 

Stand 

 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful 

and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble 

repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

  

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy 

Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep 

the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

P Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good; 

according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

C Hide not Your face from Your servant; 

for I am in distress; make haste to answer me. 

Draw near to my soul, redeem me; 

ransom me because of my enemies! 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
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 O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We 

implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust 

and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up 

for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 
The people come forward to receive the ashes as the pastor repeats Genesis 3:19 over each penitent. 

 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of dismissal. 

 
606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Opening Versicles 

 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 



  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Readings From Holy Scripture 

 
Reading Joel 2:12–19 

R A reading from Joel, the second chapter. 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 

 even nursing infants. 



Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 
 a reproach among the nations.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

R The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapters 5 and 6. 

 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, 

so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: 

by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 

nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, 

and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor 

and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet 

well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Reading Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for 

then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But 

when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving 

may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 



6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting 

may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your 

head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. 

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 

and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 

 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
572 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sts 5 & 6 on next page 



 

5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 

Where the Lamb, in closest union, 

    Lives to love and feed His own. 

From His riven side forever 

    Flows the purest stream of love, 

Love that robes us with the raiment 

    Worn by all who feast above. 

 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 

    Gone the age of sacrifice; 

Ours the time of grace and favor, 

    Ours the call to paradise! 

Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 

    Only You can cover sin— 

Take our worthless, self-made garments; 

    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon The Good News of a Savior Who Covers Our Sin Genesis 3:1-13, 21 

 
422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Offering 788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness sts. 1–2 

 
Stand 

 
Litany (Lent) LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, 

and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect 

us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who 

sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life 

to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect of the Day 

L Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness 

we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 
 

956 Create in Me 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Blessing 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

878 Abide with Me 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of Esther. 
 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is Mar. 8 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Mar 16 at 8am.   
 

Ash Wednesday Service is Mar 5 at 6pm. 
 

Lenten Services are on Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2 & 9 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm 
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