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As We Gather 

The Advent season of preparing for the promised Savior to be born as one of us soon reaches its climax. 

Though in our homes and lives we may be wondering if we have done all we have needed to get ready for our 

own celebrations, we give thanks that at the center of our coming Christmas observations the Lord has prepared 

all we need. In this last Sunday of Advent and in the days ahead of anticipated Christmas joy, may we find 

peace in the preparations done freely for us out of grace, mercy, and perfect love centered on the Savior we 

soon welcome, who was born for us and all the world. 

 
384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 

P My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 

C My mouth derides my | enemies,* 

 because I rejoice in your sal- | vation. 

P There is none holy | like the LORD;* 

 there is none besides you; there is no rock | like our God. 

C The barren has borne | seven,* 

 but she who has many children | is forlorn. 

P The LORD kills and | brings to life;* 

 he brings down to Sheol and | raises up. 

C The LORD makes poor and | makes rich;* 

 he brings low and | he exalts. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 

 

 

 



Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down 

may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Micah, chapter 5. 

  

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 

R The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 10. 

  

 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 



“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 

offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to 

do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

P  39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that 

the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 

the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel All sts. 1-3 

Women st. 4 

Men st. 5 

All sts. 6-7 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, that our ever-faithful and all-powerful God would 

give us grateful hearts that His Son has come in the flesh to save us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For proper fear and love of the Lord, that the mighty God who has exalted us to be His children would 

preserve us by His Holy Word, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For peace, that our Father who sent Christ to be our peace would preserve us in repentance, so that we 

would live in peace with one another, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For congregations where numbers are small and resources scarce, that God, who raised up the King of all 

from little Bethlehem, would provide for their needs also and remind them that the same King dwells 

among them in His Means of Grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For women unable to conceive or who suffer the heartbreak of miscarriage, that God would be their rock 

against despair, provide them with consolation and purpose in Christ, and restore them to exult in His 

salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For our leaders, that Christ Jesus, who shepherds His flock to the ends of the earth, would grant them 

wisdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the nations, that they may have peace and that we may dwell secure, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For [_____________ and] all who suffer in mind or body, that Christ, our Immanuel, would be with them 

in their trials and grant health and healing in accord with His perfect will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who commune, that God, who sanctified us through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 

for all on the cross, would prepare our hearts to receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of 

sins this day, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the 

nations and their desire. He who formed us of clay took on our human nature that He might save us. He 

came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as the true cornerstone, tested and 

precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving 

His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the 

Last Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 

prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 

comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 



373 See amid the Winter’s Snow 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



670 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: J. Athelstan L. Riley, 1858–1945, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 12 at 8am.  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is Dec 24 at 6pm.  Christmas Day Divine Service is Dec 25 at 10am. 
 

Dec 30 is a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by Dec 22. 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is Sat. Jan 11 at 9am. 
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