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As We Gather 

The weeks of Advent are a time for faithful listening. For centuries before the coming of Jesus, specially 

chosen messengers of God brought hope to God’s people with words of encouragement. An often-heard 

prophetic voice is that of Isaiah, who told of the fulfillment of God’s promises to His faithful people. In chapter 

12 of Isaiah, we hear the prophet exclaim: “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation” (12:2). As the season of 

Advent progresses, we hear more and more voices announcing that God’s plan of salvation is being fulfilled. 

John the Baptist calls out in the wilderness, telling us to repent of our sins as we prepare for the coming of the 

Savior. With Mary, we hear the message of the angel Gabriel, announcing that God is coming in person and 

that His coming will be a great blessing to all people. With joyful anticipation, we listen for the message of the 

coming salvation and respond with songs of praise. 
 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

http://www.holycrosscanton.com/


 
Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 27:1, 4, 7–8, 13–14 

P  1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 

C  4One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of 

the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

 

P  7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 

C  8You have said, “Seek my face.”  My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

 

P  13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! 

C  14Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 



933 My Soul Rejoices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Daniel 7:13–14 

R A reading from Daniel, chapter 7. 

  

 13I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 

 and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion 

 and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

 should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

 which shall not pass away, 



and his kingdom one 

 that shall not be destroyed. 

  

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Colossians 3:12–17 

R A reading from Colossians, chapter 3. 

  

 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 

in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Reading Luke 1:46–56 

P A reading from Luke, chapter 1. 

  

 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 

 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 

 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sermon The Song of Mary 

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
 



934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 546 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild st. 1 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 

 

 



 
Collect of the Day 

P Almighty Father, by the advent of whose Son into the world the kingdom of heaven is open to all 

who believe in Him: grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we may believe in Him with our whole heart 

and so serve Him in our daily lives, that when He comes again we may, together with Mary, our 

Lord’s mother; the prophets of old; and all of the faithful, by Your mercy be gathered together into 

the Kingdom that abides eternal in the heavens; through Your mercy, O God, who lives and reigns 

forever, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Collect 

P Almighty God, Judge and King, when the time had fully come, You sent Your Son, born of a virgin, 

for us and for our salvation. Come, Lord Jesus, with Your grace to all the places of the world where 

people desperately need You. Come and give us the gift of Yourself; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 



350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 12 at 8am.  
 

Midweek Advent Services are Dec 18 with a light meal at 6:30pm and service at 7pm. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is Dec 24 at 6pm.  Christmas Day Divine Service is Dec 25 at 10am. 
 

Dec 30 is a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by Dec 22. 
 

Men’s’ Breakfast and Bible Study is next Sat. Jan 11 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. 
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