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As We Gather 

A word used in many of the hymns of the Advent and Christmas season is “glory.” Both people and angels 

give glory to God in response to the fulfillment of the promised birth of the Savior. Glory is associated with 

the presence of God throughout the Scriptures. In Exodus, Moses records, “The glory of the Lord dwelt on 

Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it” (Exodus 24:16) and in the Book of Revelation, a vision of the heavenly 

Jerusalem is shared with these words: “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 

God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Revelation 21:23). God has great glory and continues to share it 

with His people—including us! In his Advent hymn text “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,” Laurentius Laurenti, a 

noted Danish-German musical educator born in 1660, calls God’s people His “heirs of glory” who are finally 

to be gathered “around the throne of glory” in God’s eternal kingdom (LSB 515:2–3). Filled with hope and 

expectation, we respond to that Advent call! 
 

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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OPENING SENTENCES          Psalm 108:1–6 

P My heart is steadfast, O God! I will sing and make melody with all my being! 

C Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn! 

 

P I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You among the nations. 

C For Your steadfast love is great above the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

 

P Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the earth! 

C That Your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by Your right hand and answer me! 

 
Sit 

 
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Readings 
 

Reading 2 Chronicles 29:25–30 

R A reading from 2 Chronicles, chapter 29. 

  

 25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres, according to the 

commandment of David and of Gad the king’s seer and of Nathan the prophet, for the commandment was from 

the LORD through his prophets. 26The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the 

trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah commanded that the burnt offering be offered on the altar. And when the burnt 

offering began, the song to the LORD began also, and the trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of David 

king of Israel. 28The whole assembly worshiped, and the singers sang and the trumpeters sounded. All this 

continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29When the offering was finished, the king and all who were 

present with him bowed themselves and worshiped. 30And Hezekiah the king and the officials commanded the 

Levites to sing praises to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with 

gladness, and they bowed down and worshiped. 

  

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 1 Peter 4:7–11 

R A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 4. 

  

 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 
8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one 

another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 

strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Reading Luke 1:39–45 

P A reading from Luke, chapter 1. 

  

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that 

the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 

the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 

 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Sermon The Song of Elizabeth 

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
 



935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877–1949 
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord sts. 1–2 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 

 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 
Collects 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P O Jesus, Sun of Righteousness, may Your divine glory enlighten us with the brightness of Your coming. 

Teach us Your ways, O Lord, that we may grow in true wisdom and may reflect Your glory into our 

darkened world until that day when, by Your grace, we come to the glorious inheritance that You have 

prepared for those who love You. In Your blessed name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 
  

 
Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 



346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Deuteronomy.   
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 12 at 8am.  
 

Midweek Advent Services are Dec 4, 11, 18 with a light meal at 6:30pm and service at 7pm. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is Dec 24 at 6pm.  Christmas Day Divine Service is Dec 25 at 10am. 
 

Dec 30 is a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by Dec 22. 
 

Men’s’ Breakfast and Bible Study is next Sat. Jan 11 at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. 
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