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Divine Service, Setting Four 

 
As We Gather 

Imagine someone offering you a gift—a gift that you cannot get on your own. How do you think the giver of 

that gift would react if you rejected it? That is what today’s Readings are about. The children of Israel refused 

to go into the Promised Land. God’s response was, “They shall not enter My rest.” They had been slaves and 

gotten a good taste of the harshness of the wilderness. Yet they refused to go into a land where they would 

have rest. Today, God offers you rest through the gift of the forgiveness of sins. Do not miss out on the rest 

God offers you right now through Jesus. 

 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

http://www.holycrosscanton.com/


The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 34:1–4, 17; antiphon: v. 18 

P The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 

 and saves the crushed in | spirit. 

C I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

 his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

P My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

 let the humble hear | and be glad. 

C Oh, magnify the | LORD with me,* 

 and let us exalt his name to- | gether! 

P I sought the LORD, and he | answered me* 

 and delivered me from | all my fears. 

C When the righteous cry for help, the | LORD hears* 

 and delivers them out of all their | troubles. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 

 and saves the crushed in | spirit. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your divine wisdom sets in order all things in heaven and on earth. Put away from us all things 

hurtful and give us those things that are beneficial for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Ecclesiastes, chapter 5. 

 10He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also 

is vanity. 11When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see 

them with his eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the 

rich will not let him sleep. 

 13There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, 14and 

those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15As he came 

from his mother’s womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may 

carry away in his hand. 16This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to 

him who toils for the wind? 17Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and 

anger. 

 18Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with 

which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19Everyone 

also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice 

in his toil—this is the gift of God. 20For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps 

him occupied with joy in his heart. 



R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 4:1–13 

R The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 4. 

 1Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have 

failed to reach it. 2For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, 

because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3For we who have believed enter that rest, as 

he has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 

‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4For he has somewhere spoken of the 

seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” 5And again in this passage 

he said, 

“They shall not enter my rest.” 

6Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter 

because of disobedience, 7again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, 

in the words already quoted, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts.” 

8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9So then, there remains 

a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as 

God did from his. 

 11Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. 12For the 

word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 

spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no creature is 

hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Holy Gospel Mark 10:23–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 

“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said 

to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with 

God. For all things are possible with God.” 28Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and 

followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 

mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now 

in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the 

age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 



 
690 Hope of the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891–1974 
Tune: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Lord, You are near to the brokenhearted, and You save the crushed in spirit. Deliver us from every fear 

and trouble, that the praise of Your name would continually be in our mouths. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God, with us salvation is impossible, but with You all things are possible. Give boldness to Your Church 

to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, by whose death and resurrection the way to Your kingdom has been 

opened. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious God, bless all who study at our universities and seminaries. Raise up more church workers, for 

the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Spare the servants of Your Church from love of wealth and from fear of the difficulty of their task, that 

they would gladly set aside every comfort for Your sake and for the Gospel. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Heavenly Father, lead our households to find eternal rest in Your Son and His Word. Give fathers and 

mothers diligence in teaching their children, and preserve us all from hardness of heart. Give us urgency 

to hear the good message of salvation today. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, guide our nation and its leaders in true wisdom to promote honest labor, temporal 

protection and fitting enjoyment under the sun. Guide Your Christians to serve Christ in their citizenship 

and callings. Do not let our hearts be occupied with the vanity of riches that perish, but with the true joy 

of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P When the righteous cry, You hear, O Lord, and deliver them out of all their troubles. Draw near to save 

the brokenhearted, the crushed in spirit, the sick and those in need [especially _____________]. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Since we have a great High Priest, Jesus Christ, hold us fast in our confession through all temptation and 

preserve us from sin, O Lord. Give Your blessing to all who draw near to Your throne of grace, especially 

those who receive the blessed Sacrament this day, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, Your Son left His earthly home to do His saving work, and so He knows what 

it is to leave family behind. Comfort Your children who have left home and loved ones for the sake of the 

Gospel. Set them firmly into the family of the Church, and sustain them in the hope of eternal life in the 

age to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 690 Hope of the World sts. 1–2 

 
Stand 

 
956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us 

and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 

might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and 

You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-

giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

 



743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 

of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 

the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



553 O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy, 

    Our future great reward; 

Our only glory, may it be 

    To glory in the Lord! 

 

D 6 All praise to You, ascended Lord; 

    All glory ever be 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

    Through all eternity! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th  cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, adapt. 
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Numbers.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Nov 10 at 8am.   
 

Food drive for Manna Food Bank now until Nov 17. 
 

Let Pastor Huston or Charlie Padon know if you would like to volunteer as our Lay Delegate for the Texas 

District Convention June 5-7, 2025 in Houston. 
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