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Divine Service, Setting Four 

 
As We Gather 

There is a lot of good news in the Readings of the day, but you won’t find it in today’s Holy Gospel, which 

points out that our fallen hearts produce much of the evil around us. Likewise, the Old Testament Reading 

warns against not telling the next generation about God’s goodness. But the Epistle, which uses the imagery 

of a suit of armor, tells us to rely on God and His gracious goodness. And the Introit has the Gospel in full 

measure! While asking for God’s forgiveness; we also rejoice that He re-creates us, cleaning us inside out. 

What a great reason to gather to sing His praises today! 

 
905 Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

 

 

 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. 
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 51:7, 10–12; antiphon: v. 2 

P Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

C Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;* 

 wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 

P Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 

C Cast me not away from your | presence,* 

 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 

P Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 

 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion every 

good intent that we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 4. 

 1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may 

live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2You shall 

not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD 

your God that I command you. . . . 

 6Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, 

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 
7For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon 

him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this law that I set 

before you today? 

 9“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest 

they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s 

children.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 6:10–20 

R The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 6. 



 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the 

belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on 

the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you 

can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that 

end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may 

be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 

ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 7:14–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 14[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: 15There is 

nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are 

what defile him.” 17And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the 

parable. 18And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes 

into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” 

(Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from 

within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22coveting, 

wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things come from within, and 

they defile a person.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
566 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

 

 

 
 



5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Heavenly Father, be near us with Your Word and Spirit. Guide and lead us, that we may not stray from 

the way of Your commandments nor forget the wonderful blessings that You have given to us. Direct us 

always with Your Word of truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Remember, kind Father, the preachers of Your Word. Keep them from adding to it or taking from it. Give 

them grace to proclaim Your whole counsel in Christ Jesus. Raise up new laborers for Your harvest fields, 

and prosper Your Law and promises throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P God of all knowledge and wisdom, grant us to know You and Your love. Bless pastors and teachers, 

parents and grandparents, and all teachers of the faith, that we may grow up into You. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, look with compassion on our nation and all who bear public office. Give them wisdom, 

courage and integrity. Destroy and hinder in our common life whatever is not pleasing to You, and bless 

and prosper whatever accords with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of life, bring health and healing to Your people. We pray for everyone in need of Your mercy today 

[including _____________]. Strengthen them with Your Word of grace, that they would look to You for 

comfort in the midst of suffering and pain. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy Father, we thank You that Christ has given His body and blood into death for our forgiveness. Bless 

us as we receive this same body and blood in His Holy Sacrament, remembering and proclaiming with 

joy the salvation He accomplished for us in His death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer You our thanks and praise for Your servants who have finished their 

course in faith and now rest from their labors. Bring us with them to the unspeakable joys of Your new 

heavens and new earth at the day of our Savior’s glorious appearing. Into Your hands, O Lord, we 

commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



Offering 972 I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone sts. 1 

 
956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 

believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and 

You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for 

all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024  Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 



 
708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 

of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 

the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 



569 In Adam We Have All Been One 

 

 
 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 

    To make us one in Thee. 

 

D 6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

    And Spirit Thou art one. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Numbers.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 1 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Sept 9 at 8am.   
 

Water of Life Lutheran Church is sponsoring a Touch-a-Truck event Saturday Sept 27 10-2.  Money 

raised at the event goes to one of their 9 month-old members’ medical bills. 
 

September has a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn suggestions to Pastor Huston by Sept 22.  Plan on joining 

the potluck luncheon after service.   
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