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As We Gather 

A treasured children’s song, “I Love to Tell the Story, has a refrain that follows each of the stanzas penned by 

poet Arabella Katherine Hankey, repeating the simple words: “I love to tell the story; ’Twill be my theme in 

glory, To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love.” The original Greek language in which John wrote his 

Gospel uses the word “love” either as a noun or a verb some nine times in the section of Jesus’ words heard in 

the Gospel for today. Jesus wants His disciples and us to know the abiding power of His love. It is that love 

that compels us to love one another—and the “others” beyond our circles of family, friends, and other close 

relationships. We are blessed in hearing the “old, old story of Jesus and His love” anew today. May we be 

blessed in telling it out in love as well!  

 
779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care 

 

 
 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

P Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 

C Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him | glorious praise! 

P Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

C who has kept our soul among the | living* 

 and has not let our | feet slip. 

P Blessèd | be God,* 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast | love from me! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that 

are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 10:34–48 

R The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 10. 
  

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, 

preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened 

throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of 

the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third 

day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who 

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets 

bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the believers 

from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 

poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 

Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him 

to remain for some days. 
  



R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 

R The Epistle is from 1 John, chapter 5. 
  

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father 

loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this 

is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the 

blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
  

 
  

P  9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than 

this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No 

longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love 

one another.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 
 



556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 

 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Heavenly Father, You invite us freely to come and hear Your Word. Bless and increase our faith, that we 

may rightly fear You and learn what You have done for our souls. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of all, You make known the good news of peace through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Bless and direct 

the work of our missionaries, that in every nation there would be people who fear God, do what is right 

and, believing in Jesus, receive forgiveness of sins through His name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Father of love, out of great love for You and for sinners, our Lord Jesus laid down His life for the world. 

Increase in us true love for one another, that like our Lord, we may also lay down our lives for our friends. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Almighty Father, You rule this world by Your established authorities in ways that we do not always 

understand; yet in the name of Jesus, we may ask You anything freely as friends and sons. Bless our 

nation’s leaders, and cause them to serve wisely for our good. Give earthly peace and justice that is in 

accord with Your commandments and the order You have revealed. Bring an end to injustice, violence 

and disdain for Your truth, and let us receive all good with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, the Giver of all that is good, grant Your healing and support to all who are in sorrow or need, 

sickness or adversity [especially _____________]. Give them also the gift of Your grace to accept and 

bear their crosses with faith in You, that finally they would be prepared to depart this life and receive the 

gift of eternal life in Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, at the death of Your Son, You gave the testimony of Your Spirit in the water and blood 

that poured from His wounded side. Grant that, having received this testimony in the water of Baptism, 

we may also receive it in the body and blood of Jesus in the Holy Supper and so overcome the world by 

our faith in Him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 

for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His 

ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 

honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 829 Christ the Eternal Lord sts. 1–3 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 

the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and 

bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored 

to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Welcome to our Visitors 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 



469 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: French, 13th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

542 When I Behold Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3): tr. Hartmut Schoenherr, with Jim and Aurelia Keefer; (st. 4): Joseph Herl, 1959 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: Almaz Belhu 
Text (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and tune: © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Numbers.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 1 Kings. 
 

Church Council next meeting is May 19 at 8am.   
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