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Third Sunday in Lent March 3, 2024
Divine Service, Setting One

As We Gather
In our Gospel today, we find Jesus clearing the temple of all those who have made it a house of trade. Jesus
disrupts not just the sinfulness of these practices, showing a different side of Him than we expect to see. He
also disrupted the status quo—everyday realities that had come to be accepted in the temple. May Jesus so
disrupt our lives where it is needed.

579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise
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5 The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6  To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie
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Psalm 69:14-16; antiphon: v. 9
For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,*
and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fall- | en on me.
Deliver me from sinking | in the mire;*
let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep | waters.
Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swal- | low me up,*
or the pit close its mouth | over me.
Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast | love is good;*
according to your abundant mercy, | turn to me.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,*
and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fall- | en on me.

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)
(C)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P] Letus pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-17
@ The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 20.

LAnd God spoke all these words, saying,

2<T am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

%You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. *You shall not bow down to them or serve
them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, ®but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love
me and keep my commandments.

"“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LorD will not hold him guiltless who
takes his name in vain.

8Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. °Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, *but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your
gates. For in six days the LorD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore the LoRD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12«Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you.

13y ou shall not murder.

1%y ou shall not commit adultery.

1%y ou shall not steal.

18«you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17«you shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

B The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1.

¥The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. °For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Z\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? #'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 2For Jews demand
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, *but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, >*but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
ZFor the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.



2For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, *so that no human being might boast in the presence
of God. *He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. *'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 157
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Holy Gospel John 2:13-25
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter.
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Sit

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

P) *The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. *In the temple he found those
who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. *>And making a whip of
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. *And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do
not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” *’His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.”

830 the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” **Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” ?*The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to
build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
22\\hen therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he was doing. 2*But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people %and
needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.

Tune: David Lee, 1956

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;



and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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That our jealous God would save the third and fourth generations who will come after us from His
punishment, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For zeal this Lent, that following Christ we may cast every idol from our hearts and be devoted to Him
alone, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the continued proclamation of the cross’s power, that from this life-giving tree we would receive the
gifts that preserve faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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That our heavenly Father would preserve and bless all Christian households; that husbands and wives
would live in love and service to each other; that fathers and mothers would diligently bring up their

children in the fear of the Lord; and that children would honor their parents and be well equipped for
service to their neighbors in this life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) That the Lord of the perfect Law would bless [ and] all who govern us; that He would
make them wise in His ways and uphold justice; and that He would help us serve and obey them in
accord with His will, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

)

For [ and] all who suffer in our midst, that the flood may not sweep over them nor the
pit close its mouth on them; and that God would deliver them in His steadfast love, granting them
healing, comfort and peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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That our Redeemer would declare us innocent in Christ of all hidden faults and keep us back from
presumptuous sins, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For all who come before the Lord’s presence to eat Christ’s body and blood on this holy day, that we
would boast not of ourselves but of Christ alone, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®



Sit

Offering

Stand

=

That our God, whose true temple was destroyed by wicked men yet raised up again after three days,

would grant us and all the saints to share in the glory of His Son’s resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

530 No Temple Now, No Gift of Price sts. 1-3
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show

Welcome to our Visitors

forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LSB 160
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
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SO di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain



624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
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5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,

As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

7

A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 165
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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Post-Communion Collect
@) Let us pray.
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.

Amen.

850 God
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Bring its  bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis-dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom,
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv. - ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom  we a - dore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969
Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements
Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Leviticus.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.
The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Samuel.
Church Council next meeting is Mar 17 at 8am.

Daylight Saving Time ends Mar 10. Don’t forget to set your clocks forward the night before!
Lenten Services are Mar 6, 13, & 20 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm

A flower fund in memory of Betty Reich has been set up for flowers in front of the church, Easter lilies and
poinsettias.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.



