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As We Gather

From earliest days the Christian Church employed the weeks before Easter—what came to be called the season
of Lent—as the time of the year to prepare candidates for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, the catechumenate.
Paul wrote, “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Our midweek
Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and connection with the Passion of Christ as the baptized
children of God. Today, we see how John puts our attention on two events happening at the same time—the
interrogation of Jesus before the high priest and the interrogation of Peter in the courtyard—and we see how
these interrogations confront and comfort us.

704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light
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I Re - new me, O e - ter - nal Light, And let my
2 Re - move the pow’r of sin  from me And cleanse all
3 Cre - ate in me a new heart, Lord, That glad - ly
4 Grant that 1 on - ly You may love And seek those
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heart and soul be bright, I - lu- mined with the
my im - pu -1 - oty That I  may have the
I o - bey Your Word. Let what You will be
things which are a - bove Till I be - hold You
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light of grace That is - sues from Your ho - ly face.
strength and  will Temp - ta - tions of the flesh to  still.
my de - sire, And with new life my soul in - spire.
face to face, O Light e - ter - nal, through Your grace.

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Opening Versicles

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

®

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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Ho - ly One of Is - ra-el
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Glo - 1y be to the Fa - ther and to the Son
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.

Sit
Readings From Holy Scripture

Reading
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 2.

Hebrews 2:1-9

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2For
since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received
a just retribution, ®how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, “while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and

various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

*Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. °It has been

testified somewhere,



“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?

"You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet
see everything in subjection to him. °But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels,
namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading John 18:12-27

A reading from John, chapter 18.

1250 the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him.
B3First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It
was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.

15Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest,
he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, ®but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the
door, and brought Peter in. ' The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s
disciples, are you?” He said, “T am not.” ®Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it
was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming
himself.

°The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. *Jesus answered him, “I have
spoken openly to the world. | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come
together. | have said nothing in secret. 22Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what | said to
them; they know what I said.” When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus
with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” *Jesus answered him, “If what I said is
wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” >*Annas then sent
him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

»Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” ?One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of
the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” ?’Peter again denied
it, and at once a rooster crowed.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Stand



Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit

Sermon Two Interrogations



750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee

Offering

Stand

Litany (Lent)
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tide thee, And bear thee through the e - vil days. Who trusts in
wail thee O’er each dark mo - ment as it flies? Our cross and
plea-sure And His dis - cern - ing love hath sent, Nor doubt our

sad-ness And from all guile has found thee free, He comes to
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on the rock thatnaught can move.
tri - als do but press The heav-ier for our bit - ter - ness.
in - most wants are known To  Him who chose us for His own.
thee all un - a - ware And makes thee own His lov - ing care.
5  Nor think amid the fiery trial 6  All are alike before the Highest;
That God hath cast thee off unheard, "Tis easy for our God, we know,
That he whose hopes meet no denial To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
Must surely be of God preferred. To make the rich man poor and low.
Time passes and much change doth bring True wonders still by Him are wrought
And sets a bound to ev’rything. Who setteth up and brings to naught.

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621-81
Text and tune: Public domain

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

778 Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord

LSB 249
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church,
and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Thanks be to God.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.



Collect of the Day
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness
of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen

Canticle

544 O Love, How Deep
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to  our race,
3 For us bap - tized, for us He bore
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught;
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For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By words and signs and ac - tions thus
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
Still  seek - ing not Him - self but us.
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, AT All glory to our Lord and
For us, in crown of thorns 6 For us He rose from death again; God
arrayed, For us He went on high to reign; For love so deep, so high, so
He bore the shameful cross and For us He sent His Spirit here broad;
death; To guide, to strengthen, and to The Trinity whom we adore
For us He gave His dying cheer. Forever and forevermore.
breath.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt.
Tune: English, 15th cent.
Text: Public domain



Blessing

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I« Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
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1 All Chris-tians who have been bap-tized, Who know the God of
2 You were be - fore your day of birth, In - deed, from your con-
3 But all of that was washed a - way— Im - mersed and drowned for -
4 In Bap-tism we now put on Christ— Our shame is ful - ly
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heav - en, And in whose dai - ly life is prized The name of
cep - tion, Con-demned and lost with all the earth, None good, with -
ev - er. The wa - ter of your Bap-tism day Re - stored a -
cov - ered With all that He once sac -ri-ficed And free - ly
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out ex - cep - tion. For like your par - ents’ flesh and blood, Turned
gain what-ev - er Old Ad-am and his sin de-stroyed And
for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
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gifts He gives to ev - ’ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!
in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.
makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’n-ly Fa - ther

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6  Souse it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain



Announcements
Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Leviticus.

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Samuel.
Church Council next meeting is Mar 17 at 8am.

Lenten Services are Feb 21, 28, Mar 6, 13, & 20 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm
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