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As We Gather
From earliest days the Christian Church employed the weeks before Easter—what came to be called the
season of Lent—as the time of the year to prepare candidates for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, the
catechumenate. Paul wrote, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans
6:3-4). Baptism involves death, burial, and resurrection. During Lent, we discover that Jesus is not the only
one who suffers, dies, and rises again. Our midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider our identity and
connection with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. We do so through the eyes of the Holy
Evangelist, Saint John, as we hear, in John 18-19, of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, Jesus facing Annas and
Caiaphas, Jesus before Pilate, Jesus delivered, Jesus crucified, and Jesus’ death and burial. Look for this
Lenten season to provide a deeper understanding of your Baptism into the passion and death of Christ, with
the result as Paul describes it: we are “always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:10).

Ash Wednesday - Imposition of Ashes

Stand

(P] Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of
prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and
humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life
and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy
Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep
the feast in sincerity and truth.

Silence for reflection.

(P}  Answer me, O Lorb, for Your steadfast love is good;
according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me.

Hide not Your face from Your servant;
for I am in distress; make haste to answer me.
Draw near to my soul, redeem me;
ransom me because of my enemies!

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
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Let us pray.
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O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We
implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust
and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P) Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.

The people come forward to receive the ashes as the pastor repeats Genesis 3:19 over each penitent.

(P) Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Each return to their place.
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Opening Versicles

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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Readings From Holy Scripture
Reading Joel 2:12-19

B A reading from Joel, chapter 2.

12«yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13and rend your hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the LoRD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.

%wWho knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,

a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LORD your God?



15Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
Bgather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.
17Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
and make not your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”
8Then the LORD became jealous for his land
and had pity on his people.
9The Lorb answered and said to his people,
“Behold, I am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied;
and | will no more make you
a reproach among the nations.”

B O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
B A reading from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5.

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?*For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

'Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. ?For he
says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. *We put no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, ®beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love;
"py truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for
the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; %as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; ‘%s
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing
everything.

@ O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Reading John 18:1-11
P) A reading from John, chapter 18.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where
there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the
place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some
officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. “Then
Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5They
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing
with them. *When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. ‘So he asked them
again, “Whom do you seek?”” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, “I told you that I am
he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” *This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom
you gave me I have lost not one.” 1°Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s
servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.



The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it isin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Sermon
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.

Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain
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Offering 574 Before the Throne of God Above sts. 1-2

Stand



Litany (Lent) LSB 249

The

congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung

simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church,
and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

prayers then continue:
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness
we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Blessing

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -}~ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.
Hymn
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sak - en, For 1 am His, and He is mine.
sent - ed, For through His Son my faith is clear.
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O God, for Je-sus’ sake I pray  Your peace may bless my dy-ing day.
Text: Emilie Juliane von Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 1637-1706; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr., alt.
Tune: Christian Méck, 1737-1818
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain
Announcements

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Leviticus.

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10am, studying the book of 2 Samuel.

Church Council next meeting is Mar 17 at 8am.

Ash Wednesday Service is Feb 14 at 6pm.

Lenten Services are on Feb 21, 28, Mar. 6, 13, & 20 with dinner at 6:30pm & service at 7pm
Funeral for Betty Reich is Saturday, 17 Feb at Bartley Funeral Home in Grand Saline. Visitation is at
10am and Service at 11am.
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