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Last Sunday of the Church Year
Divine Service, Setting One

As We Gather

What do you do when you wait? What do others do? Whether sitting in the lobby of a doctor’s office, or stuck
behind a mile of cars in traffic, or counting down the days until an exciting event—what is done while waiting?
Some seek distraction through technology to pass the time, others watch the time slowly pass, and still others
wait impatiently, made known through verbal and nonverbal ways. How about when it comes to Jesus? What
do we do while we wait for Him? Rather than seeking distractions to pass the time or feverishly looking at a
clock while growing impatient, we are instead called to wait for Him in faith. We do not know the day nor the
hour, but we wait in faith with more than oil in our lamps—faith in our hearts and on our lips until we meet

the Bridegroom at the marriage feast.

663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
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1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep a - wak
2 Watch a - gainst the dev - il’s snares Lest a - sleep he find
3 Watch! Let not the wick -ed world With its lies de - feat
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har - vest reap - ing While the saints are sleep - ing.
cure  are sleep - ing And no watch are keep - ing.
friends to charm  you, Who but seek to harm you.
hopes to shat - ter; Heed not when they flat - ter.
i to serve  Him And for - ev - er love Him.

Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671-1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

P

Psalm 39:4-5, 7-8; antiphon: Isaiah 35:10
The ransomed of the LoRrD shall return and come to Zion with | singing;*
everlasting joy shall be up- | on their heads.

They shall obtain glad- | ness and joy,*

(P)

and sorrow and sighing shall | flee away.

O LorD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;*
let me know how fleeting | I am!

Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.*
Surely all mankind stands as a | mere breath!

And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?*

My hope | is in you.

Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.*

Do not make me the scorn | of the fool!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

P)

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The ransomed of the LorD shall return and come to Zion with | singing;*
everlasting joy shall be up- | on their heads.

They shall obtain glad- | ness and joy,*
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and sorrow and sighing shall | flee away.

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



This Is the Feast LSB 155
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hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain — p—

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which by reason of our
frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful goodness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17-25
B The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 65.
17«Behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.
18But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which | create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.
191 will rejoice in Jerusalem

and be glad in my people;
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping



and the cry of distress.
2%No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
21They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
23They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LoRbD,
and their descendants with them.
2*Before they call | will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
2The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD.
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
B The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 5.

!Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you.
2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. *While people
are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise
you like a thief. °For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
®So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. “For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has not destined us for wrath,
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1®%who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep
we might live with him. *Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
B This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.



Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

P) I[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. ?Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. ®But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
"Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.” *But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and
for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” *°And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. *Afterward
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ *?But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not
know you.” ¥Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

[En This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!



Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

d

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Teach us, O Lord, to number our days and know our frailty. Let us find our hope in Christ alone until we
are crowned with joy at His final coming. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You have anointed and enlightened us in Holy Baptism, and You call us always to renew our light by the
ministry of Your Church. Keep us by Your Word and Sacraments until Your Son comes. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have called us to build and to plant and so cultivate the world by our various vocations. Endow the
faithful with Your Spirit, that they may bear rich fruit in their lives and enjoy the work of their hands.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Remember the leaders of our country and all who serve in our military. Fill them with Your wisdom, and
protect them in every danger. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} You extend Your care and blessing to young and old. Guard both infants, who have lived but a few days,
and the elderly, living out the rest of their days. Increase their faith and enrich their lives, until they live
eternally in You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P Be near to the sick and the suffering [especially ]. Comfort them with Your divine
promises, and grant Your healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P)  You have prepared us by Baptism for entrance into the marriage feast of Your Son. As we now draw near
to taste this feast, enlighten many others also to seek You and join us at Your table here and in eternity.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) You are Lord of those who are awake and those who have fallen asleep. You knit us together in the
salvation of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Preserve our hope and teach us to number our days, until we enter
together into the kingdom of Your Son. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P] O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ,
for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory,
honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Offering 772 In Holy Conversation sts. 1-2
Stand
Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

sins and to

For further

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

Welcome to our Visitors

strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His

study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
Cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei
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Sit
Distribution

510 A Multitude Comes from the

East and the West
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1 A mul - ti - tude comes from the east and the west
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Have mer - cy up - on us, O Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, 0] Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, (@) Je - sus!

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Peer
Tune: Swedish, 1694
Text and tune: Public domain

0. Stromme, 1856-1921, adapt.
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508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
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1 The day is sure-ly draw-ing near When Je - sus,God’s a-noint-ed,
2 The fi - nal trum-pet then shall soundAnd all the earth beshak - en,
3 The booksare o-pened then to all, A rec - ord tru - ly tell - ing
4 Then woe to those who scornedthe Lord And sought but car - nal plea-sures,
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wak - en. But all who live will in that hour, By God’s al-
dwell - ing, And ev - ’ry heart be clear-1ly seen, And all be
trea - sures! With shame and trem-bling they will stand And at the
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flames shall rav - age earth As Scrip - ture long has warned us.

might - y, bound-less pow’r, Be changed at His com-mand - ing.

known as they have been In  thoughts and words and ac - tions.

judg - e’s stern com-mand To Sa - tan be de - liv - ered.
5 My Savior paid the debt | owe 6 May Christ our intercessor be

And for my sin was smitten; And through His blood and merit
Within the Book of Life | know Read from His book that we are free

My name has now been With all who life inherit.
written. Then we shall see Him face to face,
I will not doubt, for | am free, With all His saints in that blest place
And Satan cannot threaten me; Which He has purchased for us.

There is no condemnation!

Text: Bartholom&us Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832-1919, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
(P] Letus pray.

7 0O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us
free
From death and ev’ry evil.

LSB 164



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;

2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;

3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf - f’rings bore,

4 Our hope and ex -pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - Iu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
A With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom is at hand.
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.

The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Tune: Swedish
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Leviticus.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by MaryAnne Proctor in
remembrance of her mom’s birthdays.

The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 10am, studying the book of 1 Samuel.

Midweek Advent Services are Dec 6, 13 & 20. There will be a light meal on Wednesday nights at 6:30pm,
followed by Vespers at 7pm.

Church Council next meeting is Dec 10 at 8am. After service that day will be the VVoters Assembly where
the annual church budget will be voted on.
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