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Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity September 17, 2023

Divine Service, Setting One

As We Gather
"Worry don't help nuthin.” The old man was heard to repeat this thought almost as a creed or a motto whenever
he faced puzzling circumstances or troubles. It was almost as if he were trying to talk himself into believing
that "Worry don't help nuthin” because he was an experienced worrywart. Such is the power of our fears that
we need to be repeatedly taught, reminded, and talked into believing. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
teaches us how to pray with words like, "Our Father...." He then discusses what causes us not to pray: worry
and anxiety. "Worry don't help nuthin," but prayer does! Prayer puts worry into reverse.

736 Consider How the Birds Above
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1 Con-sid - er how the birds a - bove Feed day by
2 The il - ies grow, they do not toil; How fair is
3 Set not your heart on food or drink, Nor be weighed
4 Be on your guard a-gainst all greed, For life is
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in His love? Are we not worth much more than these?
quick - ly spoil, Will He not clothe both you and me?

god - less think, Yet nev - er thank the Lord in prayer.
ev - ’ry need Be - fore our needs to us are known.
5 Be not afraid to suffer loss 6  Seek first God’s reign, His boundless grace,

Of all the things for which you pray,
For He who faced for you the cross
Will give you strength to live each day.

His holy name in all you do:
Christ first and last in ev’ry place;
All else will then be given you.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Daniel Zager, 1951

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: © 2004 Daniel Zager. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

d

Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.

Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*

()

for to you do I cry | all the day.

Gladden the soul of your | servant,*

for to you, O Lord, do I lift | up my soul.
Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;*

listen to my | plea for grace.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious;*
turn to me and be gra- | cious to me;
give your strength to your | servant,*

and save the son of your maid- | servant.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
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is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.

Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*

FNRFEE

RERER

for to you do I cry | all the day.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Psalm 86:4, 6, 15a, 16; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b, 3

LSB 152

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us

pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.

LSB 155

O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your Church; and because she cannot
continue in safety without Your aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading
B The Old Testament Reading is from 1 Kings, chapter 17.

1 Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the LorD came to [Elijah], ®“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell
there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 1°So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when
he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said,
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” *'And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and
said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” *And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now | am gathering a couple of sticks that |
may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” **And Elijah said to her, “Do not
fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make



something for yourself and your son. **For thus says the LORD the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be
spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.”” *>And she
went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. **The jar of flour was not
spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Galatians 5:25—6:10
@ The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 5.

2°If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. ®Let us not become conceited, provoking one another,
envying one another.

!Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ. ®For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. “But let each
one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. °For each
will have to bear his own load.

®0One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God
is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. *And let us
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. °So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Matthew 6:24-34
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

P) 2*Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

Z<«Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? %Look at the
birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they? 2’And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of
life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, 2°yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. *But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you, O you of little faith? 3'Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. 3But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.



34«Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the

day is its own trouble.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
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To Him, then, I will yield me.

Will  turn my tears to glad - ness.

My life to Him com - mend - ing.

That He has loved me dear - ly.

5 What God ordains is always good: 6  What God ordains is always good:

Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
| take it without shrinking.

For after grief

God gives relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Severus Gastorius, 1646-82, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
| fear no harm,
For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God | yield me.

Why Worry?



Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And 1 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P
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Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, You see how this world, its money, its clothing and its possessions tempt us to worry
and doubt, yet You know all our needs of body and soul and promise to care for us. Call us by Your
Gospel to entrust everything into Your sure hands. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All-supplying Lord, You promise to provide for the proclamation of Your Gospel. Make Your Church
and her pastors bold to build upon Your Word, that in times of woe and uncertainty she may never cease
to share Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Divine Master, Your Son warns that we cannot truly serve You and pursue security in worldly wealth.
Grant us firm faith in Your provision and the peace which this world cannot give. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord God, You have set Joseph, our president, and , Our governor, as authorities over
us for our good. Bless and sustain them with all they need to govern us, that we might be ruled wisely and
in accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Bow down Your ear, O Lord, and hear our cry on behalf of [

and] all who suffer in body

or soul. Save Your servants, heal them and bear witness thereby to Your mercy in Christ. Lord, in Your

mercy,
hear our prayer.

& @

hear our prayer.
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Increase our faith, O Lord, and grant that all who come to Your Supper may come in repentance, seeking
Your forgiveness, and in the unity of a true confession. Lord, in Your mercy,

Giving God, Your all-sufficient generosity will provide every need in time and eternity. Increase our faith.

Still our anxious hearts. Call us to share the blessings of this world in view of Your promises in the world

to come. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Father in heaven, You sustained Elijah and Your saints of old through weal and woe, plenty and scarcity.

Inspire us in the light of their faith to walk through all circumstances until we join them at Your unending

banquet. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus

Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory
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598 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters sts. 1, ref, 2

LSB 159



The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those
who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us,
that they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Welcome to our Visitors

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
Cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it isin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
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728 How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose

4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through-out  all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My  grace, all - suf - i - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That  soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; [ on - ly de - sign
And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
riu nev - e, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester
Text and tune: Public domain

631 Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face
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1 Here, (0] my Lord, I see  Thee face to face;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;
41 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
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Here let me feast and, feast - ing, still pro - long
It is e - nough, my Lord, e - nough in - deed;
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And all my wea - ri - ness up - on Thee lean.
Here taste a - fresh the calm  of sin for - giv'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.

My strength is in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.



Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;

Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:

Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89, alt.
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595-1662
Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

Post-Communion Collect
(P] Letus pray.

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we

implore You that

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction

()

The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.

Amen.
726 Evening and Morning
o) . . .
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1 Eve-ning and morn - ing, Sun - set and dawn - ing, Wealth, peace, and
2 Fa - ther, O hear me, Par - don and spare me; Calm all my
3 1Ills that still grieve me Soon are to leave me; Though bil - lows
4 To God in heav - en All praise be giv - en! Come, let us
o) . .
H e —— | P — — ! ] |
| < M| | | & [ et | F |
[NV — T @ T T I I ! I ]
S N : . ¥ .
glad-ness, Com - fort in sad - ness: These are Thy works; all the
ter - rors, Blot out my er - rors That by Thine eyes they may
tow - er, And winds gain pow - er, Af - ter the storm the fair
of - fer And glad - ly prof - fer To the Cre - a - tor the
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glo - ry be Thine! Times with-out num - ber, A - wake or in
no more be scanned. Or - der my go - ings, Di - rect all my
sun shows its face. Joys e’er in-creas - ing And peace nev -er
gifts He doth prize. He well re-ceiv - eth A  heart that be -
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slum-ber, Thine eye ob-serves us, From dan - ger pre-serves us,
do - ings; As it may please Thee, Re - tain or re-lease me;
ceas - ing:  These shall I  trea - sure And share in full mea-sure
liev - eth, Hymns that a - dore Him Are pre - cious be - fore Him
| @9 = i | ‘ - ——— 1
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Caus -ing Thy mer - cy up - on us to shine.
All | com - mit to Thy fa - ther-ly hand.
When in His man - sions God grants me a place.

His throne

like sweet in

cense a

n 1S€.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (sts. 1-2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.; (sts. 3-4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866-1942, alt.
Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-76

Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain

Text (sts. 3-4): © 1930 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Tune: Public domain

Announcements

Adult Sunday School at 9am on Sunday mornings is studying Exodus.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by Brent Mueke.
The Ladies Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 10am, studying the book of 1 Samuel.
Church Council next meeting is Oct 8 at 8am.
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