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As We Gather  

False prophets or preachers are those who attempt to gather a following by, for instance, "prosperity preaching" or 

a "health and wealth" gospel that is no true gospel at all.  Christian disciples know that life will not always be easy 

and that faith is often tested in times of trouble; storms will come.  Our Christian faith enables us to weather the 

storms of life.  Faith relies on the mighty Word of God; for faith is the hand that grasps God's Word and then does 

something with it.  Yet even the "doing" of the Word is the activity of the Spirit in us through the Word causing us 

to bear fruit.  God has provided the "materials" to build the shelter.  He even provides the blueprints, the wisdom, 

and the strength of faith to do the required assembling, remembering that "unless the Lord builds the house, those 

who build it labor in vain" (Psalm 127:1). 
 

676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 
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Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: vv. 9–10 

P We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

 in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.* 

 Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 

C Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised* 

 in the city of our God, his holy | mountain. 

P Within her | citadels* 

 God has made himself known as a | fortress. 

C Let Mount Zion | be glad!* 

 Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your | judgments! 

P This is God, our God forever and | ever.* 

 He will guide us for- | ever. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 

 in the midst of your | temple. 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.* 

 Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 



 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



Hymn of Praise 

 
809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without You, may be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 23. 



  

 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling 

you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say 

continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who 

stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 

 to see and to hear his word, 

 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 

 Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; 

 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 

 until he has executed and accomplished 

 the intents of his heart. 

In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 

 yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, 

 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 

 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 

and they would have turned them from their evil way, 

 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide himself in secret 

places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I 

have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy 

the deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they 

tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? 

declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock 

in pieces?” 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 

R The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 

  

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live 

according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, 

then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 

also be glorified with him. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



566 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 7:15–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

  

 
  

P  15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 

from thistles? 17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy 



tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does 

the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 
23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
745 In God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 
Text: Veer schöne nye Geistlike Leder, before 1603, Lübeck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Kurtzweilige teutsche Lieder, 1576, Nürnberg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon  

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the flock of God so often attacked by wolves who seek to mislead and devour the sheep through their 

false teaching, that the Church would test all things against God’s Word and so be preserved in pure 

doctrine and bear the good fruit of salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all pastors as they care for the Church of God, which Christ obtained with His own blood, that they 

would be strengthened as faithful shepherds and overseers, especially to feed the flock with the very body 

and blood of Christ, so that there would be no division among God’s sheep but all would have unity in 

His truth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the people of God, that kept steadfast in His Word, they may please the Father with their lives and 

teaching, bearing abundant fruit by the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all governing authorities, that they would fear God and foster peace; for our people, that God would 

look favorably on them; and for our youth, that they would be brought up in discipline and in right 

knowledge of Christ, recognizing both God’s Law and the way of salvation through Him alone, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who need healing, strength or comfort, [especially _____________,] that they would be defended 

from the attacks of the evil one and able to join in God’s praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P O Lord, Your Word is like fire, and You fill heaven and earth. You are not far off, but You are in our 

midst, announcing the salvation accomplished by Your living Christ, the crucified. Grant to our Synod, 

gathered in convention, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without You, may be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 
Sit 

 
Offering 647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head st. 1 

 
Stand 

 



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the book of Ruth. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Aug 13 at 8am.   
 

July has a Fifth Sunday!  Please get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by the 23rd. 
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