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As We Gather 

There was an old television show called To Tell the Truth. By means of questions and answers, the panel was 

to guess which of the three contestants was the real subject. This, of course, meant that the other two had to lie 

their way through their answers. In many ways, we are confronted with the same struggle between the truth 

and the lie every day. Today we celebrate the coming and work of God the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of 

the Trinity. Jesus calls Him “the Spirit of truth.” Working through the Scriptures, God reveals the truth—both 

the ugly truth and the beautiful truth. The ugly truth is that we are sinners. The beautiful truth is that in Jesus, 

God has forgiven our sin and has come to bring us eternal life. 

 
491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 27:1, 11a, 12; antiphon: vv. 7a, 8b, 9a 

P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 

 Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia. 

C The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom  | shall I fear?* 

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I  | be afraid? 

P Teach me your way,  | O LORD;* 

 give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries; 

C for false witnesses have risen a- | gainst me,* 

 and they breathe out  | violence. 

C Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.* 

 Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without 

consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and 

reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 36:22–28 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 36. 

 22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of 

Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 

nations to which you came. 23And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned 



among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the 

LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24I will take 

you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 25I will 

sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 

will cleanse you. 26And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 

remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit within 

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just decrees. 28You shall dwell in the 

land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:7–11 

R The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 4. 

 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your 

prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show 

hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 

good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 

serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:26—16:4 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

 
P  26[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 

who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27And you also will bear witness, because 

you have been with me from the beginning. 

 1“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2They will put you out of the 

synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 
3And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4But I have said these 

things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Columba, 521–597; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854–1923, alt. 
Tune: Irish 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Sermon Nothing but the Truth 

 
Offering 669 Come, We That Love the Lord sts. 1, ref 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Lord, guard and protect Your Church, that she may be kept faithful in the face of temptation and 

persecution and be made fruitful in the work she does in Christ’s name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, once You set apart Matthias for service. Raise up faithful pastors for the ministry of the Word and 

Sacraments, and faithful men and women to be teachers, musicians, deaconesses and directors of Christian 

education and outreach, that these may serve for the benefit of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You have placed us in communities and families where we are nurtured in the knowledge of Your 

Word and in love. May we be faithful teachers of that Word to our children and those not yet of the 

kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You are the ruler of all things. Grant that the nations may enjoy peace, goodwill, an end to terror 

and bloodshed, and freedom from tyranny. Guide our leaders to be faithful in their service, for the 

protection of life and the pursuit of all that is just and good. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, bless our land and our people. Shield us from pestilence that devours vegetation, from drought that 

steals the harvest and from hunger when the fruits of the field are scarce. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Lord, You give us endurance for the race set before us. Grant that we may run the course You have given 

us in faith. According to Your good will, give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort to the 

grieving and peace to the dying. [We especially remember before You _____________.] Strengthen them 

in weakness, and grant patience in their trials. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, fill us with joy as we approach Your altar to receive the body and blood of Christ. Give us the 

peace that surpasses understanding, the gladness no man can take from us and the hope that does not fade 

away. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks that through Your Holy Spirit You have appointed us to 

bear witness to Your dear Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Since the world cannot endure this testimony and 

persecutes us in every way, encourage and comfort us, we implore You, that we would not be offended 

by these crosses, but continue steadfast in Your testimony and be found always among those who know 

You and Your Son until we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection 

appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us 

partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those 

who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
913 O Holy Spirit, Enter In 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606–73, adapt.; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 2): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

553 O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire 

 

 

 
 



5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy, 

    Our future great reward; 

Our only glory, may it be 

    To glory in the Lord! 

 

D 6 All praise to You, ascended Lord; 

    All glory ever be 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

    Through all eternity! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th  cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, adapt. 
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the book of Judges. 
 

Church Council next meeting is May 21 at 8am.   
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