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As We Gather

The disciples thought they knew what Jesus was saying, but it was before Easter, and they could not
understand. They would, “in that day,” that is, after Jesus’ victory and the Spirit’s gift of faith. Now we with
them know that He has overcome the world, all opposition, and even death itself. John’s vision in Revelation
depicts a perfect Jerusalem, clear and beautiful, with the Lamb as its lamp. Anticipating such nearness of God,
in this our day we can pray, asking for whatever we need, confident of our Father’s hearing. In the Reading
from Acts, Paul has to tell everyone about his Easter joy, and the Lord opens Lydia’s heart. She is baptized
and opens her home for Paul and Luke to use to tell others. With the clarity of our Spirit-given Easter joy, we

know, pray, and tell!
Confession and Absolution

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while 1 pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol -1y Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-87
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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P) Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P] Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P] Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us
and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become
the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 66:1-2a, 17, 19-20; antiphon: Isaiah 48:20b

(P} [with a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alle- | luia.*
The LoRD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alle- | luia.
Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;*
sing the glory | of his name.
I cried to him | with my mouth,*
and high praise was | on my tongue.
But truly God has | listened;*
he has attended to the voice | of my prayer.
(P) Blesséd | be God,*
because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast | love from me!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P] [Wwith a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to the end of the earth. Alle- | luia.*
The LoRD has redeemed his servant Jacob! Alle- | luia.
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Kyrie LSB 186

Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -

on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.



Gloria in Excelsis
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
o) ‘
s —— I =~— I
I’\g — ' B E— i |
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P] Letus pray.

LSB 187

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that
are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9
B The Old Testament Reading is from Numbers, chapter 21.

“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people
became impatient on the way. *And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless
food.” ®Then the LorD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of
Israel died. "And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD
and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he
sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would
look at the bronze serpent and live.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle James 1:22-27

B The Epistle is from James, chapter 1.

22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 2For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. ?*For he looks at himself
and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 2But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

261f anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion
is worthless. 2’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 16:23-33
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) Z[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the
Father in my name, he will give it to you. 2*Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will
receive, that your joy may be full.

2T have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to
you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. #®In that day you will ask in my name, and
| do not say to you that | will ask the Father on your behalf; 2’for the Father himself loves you, because you
have loved me and have believed that | came from God. 28| came from the Father and have come into the
world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.”

2His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! **Now we know
that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came from
God.” *'Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 3?Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when
you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone, for the Father is with



me. 1 have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit

766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
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1 Our Fa-ther, who from heav’n a - bove Bids all of us to
2 Your name be  hal - lowed. Help wus, Lord, In pu-ri-ty to
3 Your king-dom come. Guard Your do - main And Your e - ter-nal
4 Your gra-cious will on earth be done As it is done be -
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live in love As mem-bers of one fam - i - ly And
keep Your Word, That to the glo-ry of Your name We
righ - teous reign. The Ho - ly Ghost en -rich our day With
fore Your throne, That pa-tient - ly we may o - bey Through-
0 | .
o — | —r— - — ] i ]
[N I I i I &— i — ——
Q) T T T ' I I
pray to You in wu - ni - ty, Teach us no thought-less words to
walk be-fore You free from blame. Let no false teach - ing us per-
gifts at-ten-dant on our way. Break Sa-tan’s pow'’r, de - feat his
out our lives all that You say. Curb flesh and blood and ev - '’ry
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say But from our in - most hearts to pray.
vert; All poor de - lud - ed souls con - vert.
rage; Pre - serve Your Church  from age to age.

ill That sets it - self a - gainst Your  will.



Give us this day our daily bread,
And let us all be clothed and fed.
Save us from hardship, war, and strife;
In plague and famine, spare our life,
That we in honest peace may live,
To care and greed no entrance give.

Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,

That they may trouble us no more;
We, too, will gladly those forgive
Who hurt us by the way they live.

Lead not into temptation, Lord,
Where our grim foe and all his horde
Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand.
Help us resist, help us to stand
Firm in the faith, a mighty host,
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost.

From evil, Lord, deliver us;

The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death,
And, when we yield our dying breath,

Console us, grant us calm release,
And take our souls to You in peace.

Help us in our community
To serve each other willingly.

9  Amen, that is, so shall it be.
Make strong our faith in You, that we
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Your name and at Your Word
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2-5, 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): Public domain

Text (sts. 2-5, 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Joy, Peace, and Trouble?
Offering 889 Before the Ending of the Day
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, You have redeemed Your servant Jacob, and You gather Your Church. Help us declare,
proclaim and utter this great salvation in speech and song to the very ends of the earth. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.



Lord, protect Your Church from complacency, anxiety over worldly concerns and fear of persecution.
Grant us zeal for the house of God and peace through Your promises. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Father in heaven, You have given us a mirror of Your love in the vocation of mothers who nurture, guide
and raise their children in all things good. Bless them in their calling. Sustain them through weary and
difficult times. Remember in compassion all who are barren, and bring them comfort through the children
of Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all, bless our nation and its citizens. Give us good leaders, satisfying work, loving families, and
a peaceful and quiet life that glorifies Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord, You are the Author of life and the Great Physician. According to Your perfect will, grant health to

those who are ill. Give grace to the grieving and the dying in their hour of need. [We pray especially for
and those we name in our hearts.] Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You tied Your Word to the bronze serpent, promising that whoever looked upon it
would live. In the New Testament, You have tied Your Word of promise to water, bread and wine, that
whoever receives these in faith receives the forgiveness of their sins. Teach us to love and cherish Your
humble Means of Grace, remembering our Baptism and receiving Your Supper often. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have attended to the voice of our prayers, for You have commanded us to pray and
have promised to hear us. Let Your mercy comfort and sustain us in prayer, that we may heartily and
fervently pray to You at all times and in all places, not doubting but trusting in Your promise; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 196
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Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.



Benedicamus LSB 202
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
855 For All the Faithful Women sts. 1, 13, 3-4
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en Who served in days of old,
2 For Eu-nice and for Lo - is We sing our thanks and praise.
3 O God, for saints and ser - vants,Thosenamed and those un-known
A4 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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To You shall thanks be giv - en; To all, their sto - ry told.
Young Tim - o - thy they nur-turedAnd led him in  Your ways.
In whomthrough all the a - ges Your light of glo - ry shone,
All  praise the Ho-1ly Spir -it, Who binds the Churchin one!
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They served with strength and glad -ness In ~ tasks Your wis-dom gave.
Raise up in ev - ’ry house-holdTrue teach-ers of Your Word
We of - fer glad thanksgiv - ing And fer - ventprayer we raise
With saints who went be - fore us, With saints who wit-ness still,
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To You their lives bore wit - ness,Pro-claimed Your pow’r to save.

Whose lives will bear clear wit-ness To Christ, our ris - en Lord.
That, faith-ful in Your ser-vice,Our lives may sing Yourpraise.
We sing glad Al-le - Iu - ias And strive to do Your will

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt.
Tune: Finnish, 19th cent.

Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for all mothers.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the book of Judges.
Church Council next meeting is May 21 at 8am.
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