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Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
“A little while” says Jesus, and He will not be seen and then seen again—because He is going to the Father.
Jesus is nothing but blunt with His disciples, telling them what will happen. But they do not want to hear it.
They did not want to hear His words of suffering and death to come on the cross, and they missed His
promise to rise again. Jesus knew their aching hearts were full and promised the Spirit to lead them into all
truth. A little while and death will give way to life—for Jesus and also for His disciples. Because He goes to
the Father, preparing the way, we also look forward to going to the Father. This hope sustains the weary
through their trials in this mortal life. We belong forever to the Lord.
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Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P}  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us
and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become
the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 66:3, 5, 8-9; antiphon: w. 1-2

(P} Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alleluia.
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alleluia.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.”
Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
(P} who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) Shout for joy to God, all the earth. Alleluia.
Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Alleluia.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P] Letus pray.

Almighty God, You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they may return to the way of
righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s Church that
they may avoid whatever is contrary to their confession and follow all such things as are pleasing to
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading

Epistle

B The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2.

1Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war
against your soul. 2Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

13Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,
Yor to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. **For this
is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. *°Live as
people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. "Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the
unjust. 1°For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.
2OFor what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and
suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

B The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 40.

25To whom then will you compare me,
that I should be like him? says the Holy One.
28Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these?
He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name,
by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power
not one is missing.
2'\Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Z8Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
2%He gives power to the faint,

and to him who has no might he increases strength.

%Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;

31hut they who wait for the LoRD shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 40:25-31

1 Peter 2:11-20
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, Kéln

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Holy Gospel John 16:16-22
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
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N Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P ®[Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will
see me.” 1'So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while,
and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the
Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does he mean by “a little while’? We do not know what he is
talking about.” 1°Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking
yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and
you will see me’? 2°Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 2When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow
because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish,
for joy that a human being has been born into the world. ?2So also you have sorrow now, but I will see
you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.
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Text: Georg Vetter, 1536-99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76

Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain



Sermon Turning Sorrow into Joy

Offering 818 In Thee Is Gladness st. 1
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Offertory LSB 192
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The catechumens gather at the chancel steps.

Confirmation LSB 272

The pastor addresses the catechumens.

P] Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized
and catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses
Me before men, | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before
men, | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God
of all grace and joyfully give answer to what | now ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave
you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, | renounce them.
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Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?
| do.

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you
have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death,
rather than fall away from it?
| do, by the grace of God.

We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the
Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes
the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying:

Stand

d

R]

[Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life *I-
everlasting.

Amen.

Let us pray.



Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your
sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both
with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth
the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought
the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your children in
the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the
gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that ever
clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and
dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body
and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin
but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to
love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy until the day of the
resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Peace I« be with you.
Amen.

The confirmands return to their places. The service continues with the Prayer of the Church.

Prayer of the Church

P

Gracious God, Your mercies are new every morning. Continually provide us with all we need to
support this body and life, and grant that we receive Your gifts with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant us the gift of true teachers and servants of the Word who truly fulfill Your
command and preach nothing contrary to Your Holy Word. Send forth laborers into Your harvest.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, bless our homes. Preserve all married couples in love and faithfulness; strengthen parents for
their task as teachers of the faith; uphold the unmarried honorable and unashamed in their station;
and with good deeds in every home, let the ignorance of foolish people be put to silence by Your
divine institution. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord of lords, You sustain every rule, authority and power as You see fit until this world’s powers
pass away. Bless all whom You place in civil authority, that they would not provoke Your wrath but
maintain order and justice for the peace of Your people. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father, on the day when this little while ends, we will ask nothing. Now, in every need, we are bold
to ask everything in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our mediator. Hear our supplications and
intercessions for every need [especially ]. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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O Lord, You have shown us a generous heart and taught us it is more blessed to give than to receive.
Accept our gratitude for Your mercies and tender care in time of need. Receive now the gifts of our
hands with our voices raised in thanksgiving and praise. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, of Your fatherly goodness You allow Your children to come under Your chastening rod
to conform us to Your only begotten Son here in suffering on earth and hereafter in glory. Comfort
us by Your Holy Spirit in all temptations and afflictions, that we would not despair, but trust
continually in Your Son’s promise that our trials will endure but a little while and then be followed
by eternal joy. Grant that we would overcome all evil in patient hope and at last obtain eternal
salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P)

()

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202

()

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and ~I« give you peace.
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Christ, the roy - al mas - ter, Leads a - gainst the foe;
We are not di - vid - ed, All one bod - y we,
Gates of hell can nev - er ’Gainst that Church pre - vail;
Glo - ry, laud, and hon - or Un - to Christ, the king;
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For - ward in - to bat - tle See His ban-ners go!
One in hope and doc - trine, One in char - i - ty.
We have Christ’s own prom - ise, And that can - not fail.
This through count - less a - ges Men and an - gels sing.
A | Refrain
o 11 | | | y | | ]
L b | I I I I I I  —| ! T | | | [ 1 |
uﬁ‘&"_"_“_"_l_,‘_dl_‘i_.}_"_l_i_b'_“_i_}L'
D —_—
On-ward, Chris - tian sol - diers, March-ing as to war,
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With the cross of Je - sus Go - ing on be - fore.

Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.
The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Grace Clark’s birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the book of Judges.
Church Council next meeting is May 21 at 8am.
Today is a Fifth Sunday. Please join us for the potluck luncheon and in welcoming our newest members.
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