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Ash Wednesday February 22, 2023
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
Though we call Jesus King of kings, we often do not focus much on the nature of His kingdom. Today, we
begin a Lenten midweek series exploring how the kings of Judah are a shadow of Christ, the King of kings,
who sits upon the throne of David, His father, forever. We will see how the kings in Chronicles point us to
Christ, who fulfills all the kingly promises that the kings of Judah were unable to realize in themselves. We
begin today with David, the greatest king of all Israel’s history, of whose house and lineage Christ belongs.

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in

3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it  waits;
40 al-em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we  oft have wan - dered, It is our Fa - ther’s home.

We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857
Text and tune: Public domain
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Ash Wednesday
Stand

(P) Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful
and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble
repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy
Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep
the feast in sincerity and truth.

Silence for reflection.

(P} O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We
implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust
and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Using the right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of dismissal.

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.



Stand

(P]  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

(P] The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!
For I know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
Cast me not away from your | presence,*
and take not your Holy Spirit | from me.
(P) Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,*
and uphold me with a willing | spirit.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P] The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Let us pray.

Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12; antiphon: v. 17

LSB 186

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness
we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading 1 Chronicles 21:1-2, 7-19, 26-27
@ The Old Testament Reading is from 1 Chronicles, chapter 21.

Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 2So David said to Joab and the
commanders of the army, “Go, number Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, and bring me a report, that | may know
their number.”

"But God was displeased with this thing, and he struck Israel. 8And David said to God, “I have sinned greatly
in that | have done this thing. But now, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for | have acted very
foolishly.” >And the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer, saying, 1%Go and say to David, ‘Thus says the LORD,
Three things I offer you; choose one of them, that I may do it to you.”” **So Gad came to David and said to
him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Choose what you will: *%either three years of famine, or three months of devastation
by your foes while the sword of your enemies overtakes you, or else three days of the sword of the LORD,
pestilence on the land, with the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the territory of Israel.” Now decide
what answer I shall return to him who sent me.” **Then David said to Gad, “T am in great distress. Let me fall
into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”

S0 the LorD sent a pestilence on lIsrael, and 70,000 men of Israel fell. *And God sent the angel to
Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw, and he relented from the calamity.
And he said to the angel who was working destruction, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of
the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. *And David lifted his eyes and saw the
angel of the LorD standing between earth and heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over
Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. ’And David said to God,
“Was it not I who gave command to number the people? It is I who have sinned and done great evil. But these
sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O LORD my God, be against me and against my father’s
house. But do not let the plague be on your people.”

¥ Now the angel of the LorD had commanded Gad to say to David that David should go up and raise an
altar to the LoORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. *So David went up at Gad’s word, which he
had spoken in the name of the LORD.

26And David built there an altar to the LorD and presented burnt offerings and peace offerings and called
on the LoRD, and the LorRD answered him with fire from heaven upon the altar of burnt offering. 2’ Then the
Lorb commanded the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
B The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5.

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2*For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
YWorking together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. *We put no obstacle in anyone’s way,
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way:
by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, °beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
nights, hunger; ®by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech,
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ®through honor
and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; %as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; *°as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) Y[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them,
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. *But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your giving
may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

%<And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward.
*But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . .

16<And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. Y’But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, *8that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

1%Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. ?For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
o) \ | |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.



Sit

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comeswith res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit - ful -earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - ry foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.

y
1 I I 1 T T T

Py} i i i . i ' ' ] ' ' T
He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,

To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;

To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cov - e - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui -ty
Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were precious in His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A kingdom with - out end.
His name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532-c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering

Stand

Offertory
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Count on It: David

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive sts. 1-2

LSB 192



Prayer of the Church
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O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion;
by Your precious death and burial,

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of
judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your Church in
the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and
are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your
Word with Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and
the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our
country Your protection in every time of need,;

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates
and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who
travel;
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To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy

on us all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our

use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

LSB 196

LSB 202

LSB 202

(P}  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P} Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

P] The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
(P} Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.

Amen.



418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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for our sin, And free us from  our past.
skill and  trust In God’s e - ter - nal Word.
ny  our - selves, Since we have known God’s love.
Eas - ter dawns, We join in heav - en’s praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930

Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the book of Joshua.
Church Council next meeting is Mar 12 at 8am.

Ash Wednesday is Feb 22. Service with the imposition of ashes will be at 6pm.

Lenten Vespers services begin Mar 1. A light meal will be at 6:30pm with service at 7pm.
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