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The Nativity of Our Lor

d - Christmas Day

Divine Service, Setting Two

As We Gather

We gather to celebrate the ultimate gift of God. This gift was promised at the very beginning of our need for a
Savior from sin and from the last enemy, death, and He comes as the offspring of the woman. Yet the Promised
One was not the son of Adam and certainly not Cain. Years later, the promise came to Abraham. But it was
not yet the son of Abraham and certainly not Ishmael. Still the promise held to the great king David. But it was
not yet the son of David and certainly not Absalom. Nevertheless, the promise was fulfilled through the house
and lineage of David in the Son of Mary of Nazareth, the Son of God. To confirm this truth, both the evangelists
Matthew and Luke give the genealogy—Matthew tracing the promise forward from Abraham, and Luke
backward all the way to Adam. John describes the mystery of the Savior as a true human, born of the virgin
Mary, and as true God, begotten of God the Father. Let us celebrate the gift in His eternal life-giving flesh and
blood with the awe and reverence of the new, eternal life of faith as true children of God.

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep -herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er  vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

()

()

In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

d

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

P

Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*

()

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Oh sing to the LoRD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LorD has made known his sal- | vation;*

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the LoRD, | all the earth;*

break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

()

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

o)
Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.

LSB 168



380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage
of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:13-14
B The Old Testament Reading is from Daniel, chapter 7.

13| saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.

And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;

his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,



Epistle

and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Galatians 4:1-7
B The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4.

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of
everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. “But when the fullness
of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 3to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. ®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then
an heir through God.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
[
You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.
®) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. *In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ‘He came as a witness, to bear witness about the
light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

®The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. **He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, *who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. *(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) *And from his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. Y’For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. ®No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

[En This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth
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1 We praise You, Je - sus, at  Your birth; Clothed in flesh You
2 Now in the man - ger we may see God’s Son from e -
3 The vir - gin Mar - y’s Iul - la - by Calms the in - fant
4 The Light E - ter - nal, break -ing through, Made the world to
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came to  earth. The vir - gin bears a sin - less boy
ter - ni - ty, The gift from God’s e - ter - nal throne
Lord Most High. Up - on her lap con-tent is He
gleam a - new; His beams have pierced the core of night,
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And all the an - gels sing for joy. Al-le-1u - ia!
Here clothed in ~ our poor flesh and  bone. Al-le-1u - ia!
Who keeps the earth and sky and sea. Al-le-1lu - ia!
He makes us chil -dren of the light Al-le-1lu - ia!
5  The very Son of God sublime 6 In poverty He came to earth
Entered into earthly time Showing mercy by His birth;
To lead us from this world of cares He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs. As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluial Alleluial

Sermon

Stand

7 All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2-7): Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book,

2006

Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handblichlein, 1524, Erfurt

Text (sts. 1, 3, 5-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

This Is My Son: Jesus



and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit
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Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the eternal Word, has become flesh and dwelt among
us, full of grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that with us many would come to hope in
His steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, be pleased to bless all pastors and work through their proclamation of Your Son to bring
the good news of happiness and salvation to all who hear them. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As our families gather in this holy season, give us patience, that we may be slow to judge and quick to
forgive. Comfort the lonely with Your presence, and help us extend the welcome of our homes and the
friendship of Your grace. Make us mindful of those less fortunate, who celebrate this blessed feast in
poverty and want, and teach us to be generous. Accept with our offerings the living sacrifice of our bodies
to Your service and our voices in praise and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power. Grant our nation to walk humbly before You.
Bless our soldiers who stand watch this day. Keep them in safety as they serve us, and uphold their
families while they are apart. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, guard and keep all who are sick, lonely, overwhelmed by grief or poor in spirit,
[especially ,] that they may be comforted and healed according to Your good and gracious
will. Let them look to Jesus Christ and be reminded that He is the light no darkness can overcome. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant that we may come worthily to receive the body and blood of Jesus with faith in His bodily presence
for us, that we may depart with grace upon grace from His fullness. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us and now rest in Your presence.
Keep us faithful with them until that day when You make all things new; for You live and reign with
Christ and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Offering 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Stand
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Offertory LSB 176
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Welcome to our Visitors

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177
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(P)  The Lord be  with you.

And al-so with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

D)

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and

saying:
Sanctus
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

LSB 178

LSB 178

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Sit
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624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
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1 The in - fant Priest was ho - ly bomm For us un -
2 This great High Priest in hu - man flesh Was i - con
3The ho - ly Lamb wun-daunt - ed came To God’s own
4 But death would not the vic - tor be Of Him who
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ho - ly and for - lorn; From flesh - ly tem - ple
of God’s righ - teous - ness.  His hal - lowed touch brought
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forth came He, A - noint - ed from e - ter - ni - ty
sanc - ti - ty; His hand re-moved im - pu - 1 - ty
hid their eyes, This Priest be - came a sac - 1 - fice.
Ho - 1ly Place With -in the veil, be - fore God’s face.
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, The body of God’s Lamb we eat,

As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

7

A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim

Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

364 Away in a Manger
f

[

I
I I
|
I

| 108

I |
I | |
S —— p i P E— 61
1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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The  stars in the sky_  looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.

Tune: James R. Murray, 1841-1905
Text and tune: Public domain



Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 182
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
o) f— C | —
I ’{ ‘ I J‘ I I I M N | | I—]
ey — I o P—‘—t‘:":“:&‘ﬁ%
XV | | v | .
dJ & - ‘ | e
filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre -
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo - ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 183

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

A - men.



387 Joy to the World
f) 4

KT I
u I y 0 .
0 [
\Q_)\} [ | ﬂ I & '[' [ I I'/ L] 'I/ |
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -

3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
|
room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far  as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.
The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.
The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy.
Church Council next meeting is Jan 8 at 8am.
Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am. There will be no Sunday School Christmas Day.
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