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Divine Service, Setting Two 
 

As We Gather 

We gather to celebrate the ultimate gift of God. This gift was promised at the very beginning of our need for a 

Savior from sin and from the last enemy, death, and He comes as the offspring of the woman. Yet the Promised 

One was not the son of Adam and certainly not Cain. Years later, the promise came to Abraham. But it was 

not yet the son of Abraham and certainly not Ishmael. Still the promise held to the great king David. But it was 

not yet the son of David and certainly not Absalom. Nevertheless, the promise was fulfilled through the house 

and lineage of David in the Son of Mary of Nazareth, the Son of God. To confirm this truth, both the evangelists 

Matthew and Luke give the genealogy—Matthew tracing the promise forward from Abraham, and Luke 

backward all the way to Adam. John describes the mystery of the Savior as a true human, born of the virgin 

Mary, and as true God, begotten of God the Father. Let us celebrate the gift in His eternal life-giving flesh and 

blood with the awe and reverence of the new, eternal life of faith as true children of God. 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

P The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

C He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 



Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage 

of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:13–14 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Daniel, chapter 7. 
  

 13I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 

 and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion 

 and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

 should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

 which shall not pass away, 



and his kingdom one 
 that shall not be destroyed. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 

R The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4. 
  

 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of 

everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we 

also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness 

of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 
P  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world 

was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 

I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we 

have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 



 
382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

 

 

 
 

5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 

    To lead us from this world of cares 

    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 

        Alleluia! 

6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 

    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 

        Alleluia! 
 

7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 

    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 
Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2–7): Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 
2006 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon This Is My Son: Jesus 

 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the eternal Word, has become flesh and dwelt among 

us, full of grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that with us many would come to hope in 

His steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Lord, be pleased to bless all pastors and work through their proclamation of Your Son to bring 

the good news of happiness and salvation to all who hear them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P As our families gather in this holy season, give us patience, that we may be slow to judge and quick to 

forgive. Comfort the lonely with Your presence, and help us extend the welcome of our homes and the 

friendship of Your grace. Make us mindful of those less fortunate, who celebrate this blessed feast in 

poverty and want, and teach us to be generous. Accept with our offerings the living sacrifice of our bodies 

to Your service and our voices in praise and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power. Grant our nation to walk humbly before You. 

Bless our soldiers who stand watch this day. Keep them in safety as they serve us, and uphold their 

families while they are apart. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, guard and keep all who are sick, lonely, overwhelmed by grief or poor in spirit, 

[especially _____________,] that they may be comforted and healed according to Your good and gracious 

will. Let them look to Jesus Christ and be reminded that He is the light no darkness can overcome. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Grant that we may come worthily to receive the body and blood of Jesus with faith in His bodily presence 

for us, that we may depart with grace upon grace from His fullness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us and now rest in Your presence. 

Keep us faithful with them until that day when You make all things new; for You live and reign with 

Christ and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 



Offering 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 177 

 

 
  

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; and 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 



Distribution 

 
624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 
  

 



387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 8 at 8am.   
 

Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am.  There will be no Sunday School Christmas Day. 
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