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Divine Service, Setting Two 
 

As We Gather 

“All is calm, all is bright.” Is it really? We sing those words from the hymn “Silent Night, Holy Night” every 

Christmas Eve. Yet the world in which we live is in so many ways neither calm nor bright. War, violence, 

shootings, unending anxiety: these are anything but calm and bright. Yet we sing. Why? Because the calmness 

and brightness of which we sing on Christmas Eve comes not from politics or laws or humanity’s ability to 

overcome obstacles; it comes from God. “Glory to God in the highest,” sings the multitude of angels to the 

shepherds, “and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2:14). In Christ, we are given 

peace beyond human understanding, peace flowing from God to us, peace that comes from God’s self-

sacrificing love. So filled with hope, we join the angel chorus and sing of the peace found only in Jesus. 
 

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924 
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

P When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

C Why do the | nations rage* 

 and the peoples | plot in vain? 

P The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 

 against the LORD and against his a- | nointed. 

C He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 

 the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 

P Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 

 and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 

C  “As for me, I have | set my King* 

 on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 



 
Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



Hymn Of Praise  368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him 

when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 9. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 

6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 



 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Titus 2:11–15a 

R The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 2. 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us 

to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 

for good works. 

 15Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
P  1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was 

the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own 

town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 

is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And 

an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 

fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for 

all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 



Sit 

 
358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–3, 13–15 

 

 

 
 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon The wait is over! 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people as they have need. 



P Almighty God, by the incarnation of Your eternal Son, You revealed that You are love. Give us true faith 

in Christ and His promise that by His conception, virgin birth, holy life, sacrificial death and victorious 

resurrection, our sins are forgiven and we are Yours. Fill us with joy, and lead us to proclaim Your glad 

tidings to all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, by His birth in human flesh, Your dear Son took His place in the family of Mary and Joseph. 

Bless the families of our church and our country, that men and women would live faithfully as husbands 

and wives, loving and caring for their children and nurturing them in the grace of Baptism and all the 

truth of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son born in Bethlehem is the Son of David and the Lord of David, to whom every 

knee shall bow. Look upon all those whom You have placed in authority, and grant that they would govern 

in wisdom and justice. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You love us and sent Your Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Strengthen us to love 

one another. As You have mercy upon all who are poor and troubled, so perfect Your love in us, that we 

would gladly be Your instruments of help in time of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy Lord, in the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those 

who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death [especially _____________]. Let Your presence be a 

comfort to them, and give them perseverance until the time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and 

peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We thank You, dear Lord, for the saints who received Your blessing of righteousness in Christ and now 

stand in the most holy place before Your throne. Preserve us by Your grace in the holiness of Christ, that 

we, too, may dwell in Your light and life for eternity; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing sts. 1–3 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray. . .   O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His 

joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
(During the singing of the hymn, the ushers will come down the aisle with their candles lighted from the Christ candle. 

Please share the light with the person next to you by allowing them to dip their candle into your light. Care must be taken 

not to tip a lighted candle.) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Exodus at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 8 at 8am.   
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 6pm and Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am.  There will 

be no Sunday School that day. 
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