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Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete) December 11, 2022
Divine Service, Setting Two

As We Gather

Advent is a most joyful time and a time for great praise of our God. Today is the “joyful Sunday” in Advent.
With Mary’s beautiful song, the Magnificat, we exult that God has “done great things” and that “His mercy is
on those who fear Him from generation to generation” (LSB, pp. 248-49). With Mary, we rejoice that God
“has shown strength with His arm” especially to those who are lowly and humbled. In his paraphrase of the
Magnificat, hymnwriter Stephen Starke invites us to “Sing the greatness of the Lord” and “With praise and
blessing Join in confessing God, who is solely Mighty and holy” (LSB 933:1). There is so much joy in
Advent—it simply must be shared!

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the

plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them;  Tell her  that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her

Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I «cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.

see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand




The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

()

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

)

Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*

()

The Lord | is at hand.

LoRrD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

Will you not revive | us again,*

that your people may re- | joice in you?

Let me hear what God the | LorRD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

d

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*

The Lord | is at hand.



Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,

|

]

Q£>

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.

LSB 168

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit
Old Testam

@ The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 40.
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Epistle
Q

ent Reading

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
*And the glory of the LorD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 4.

Isaiah 40:1-8

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover,
it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not even judge myself. | am not aware of anything against
myself, but | am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. *Therefore do not pronounce judgment
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will

disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu -

LSB 173



Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-10

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

P) 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him,
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John
what you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. °And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ®What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.””

[En This is the Gospel of the Lord.
“ | | |
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Praise to You, O Christ.

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn  warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav'n. Let us haste,  with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon A Doubting Sinner

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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Offering

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For joy at all times and reasonableness of word and deed, that all may recognize our Christian confidence
in Christ’s advent, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our pastors, that they would regard themselves as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
God; and that they may be found trustworthy as they carry out their duties, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For persecuted Christians everywhere, that they would be comforted in their hardships and emboldened
to persevere in confessing the blessed and saving Word of God, which stands forever, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Congress and the justices of our nation; Joseph, our president; Greg, our governor; and all others in
positions of civil authority, that they may diligently administer their duties in all godly wisdom, justice,
compassion and contentment for the well-being of our nation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and grieving, [especially ,] that as the day draws near when blind eyes see,
deaf ears hear, lame legs leap and mute tongues sing for joy, God would grant them healing according
to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

349 Hark the Glad Sound



Stand

Offertory LSB 176
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
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me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Lord’s Prayer
(P) Let us pray.
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect
(P} Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction LSB 183
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I~ give you peace.
Amen.



515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At  mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom is at hand.
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.
The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Tune: Swedish
Text and tune: Public domain
Announcements

Adult Sunday School is studying “How we got the Bible” at 9am on Sunday mornings.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy.
Church Council next meeting is Dec 11 at 8am. The semiannual Voters’ Assembly is after service.

The last Midweek Advent Service is Dec 14 with a light meal on Wednesday at 6:30pm, followed by
Vespers at 7pm.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 6pm and Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am. There will

be no Sunday School that day.
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