
T Holy Cross Lutheran Church T 
28171 West Highway 64 PO Box 851 

Canton, Texas 75103 

www.holycrosscanton.com 

Pastor Mark Huston 903-603-5071 

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete)        December 11, 2022 

Divine Service, Setting Two 

 
As We Gather 

Advent is a most joyful time and a time for great praise of our God. Today is the “joyful Sunday” in Advent. 

With Mary’s beautiful song, the Magnificat, we exult that God has “done great things” and that “His mercy is 

on those who fear Him from generation to generation” (LSB, pp. 248–49). With Mary, we rejoice that God 

“has shown strength with His arm” especially to those who are lowly and humbled. In his paraphrase of the 

Magnificat, hymnwriter Stephen Starke invites us to “Sing the greatness of the Lord” and “With praise and 

blessing Join in confessing God, who is solely Mighty and holy” (LSB 933:1). There is so much joy in 

Advent—it simply must be shared! 

 
347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 85:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4–5 

P Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

C LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

P You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 

C Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

P Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 
 The Lord | is at hand. 

 



Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–8 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 40. 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

R The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 4. 
  

 1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, 

it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 

judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against 

myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment 

before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will 

disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 



 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
  

 
  

P  2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, 

“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 

and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not 

offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 

 
345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon A Doubting Sinner 
 

Stand 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For joy at all times and reasonableness of word and deed, that all may recognize our Christian confidence 

in Christ’s advent, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our pastors, that they would regard themselves as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 

God; and that they may be found trustworthy as they carry out their duties, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For persecuted Christians everywhere, that they would be comforted in their hardships and emboldened 

to persevere in confessing the blessed and saving Word of God, which stands forever, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For Congress and the justices of our nation; Joseph, our president; Greg, our governor; and all others in 

positions of civil authority, that they may diligently administer their duties in all godly wisdom, justice, 

compassion and contentment for the well-being of our nation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and grieving, [especially _____________,] that as the day draws near when blind eyes see, 

deaf ears hear, lame legs leap and mute tongues sing for joy, God would grant them healing according 

to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 



Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Collect 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying “How we got the Bible” at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Dec 11 at 8am.  The semiannual Voters’ Assembly is after service. 
 

The last Midweek Advent Service is Dec 14 with a light meal on Wednesday at 6:30pm, followed by 

Vespers at 7pm. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 6pm and Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am.  There will 

be no Sunday School that day. 
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