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As We Gather 

“Let the children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:16). 

Take these words of Jesus to heart! No matter your age, no matter your life’s journey, when you trust in the 

Lord Jesus as your King and Savior, our Father in heaven sees you as His precious child! “See what kind of 

love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1). Come unto Jesus this 

day, dear children of God! Draw close at His gracious invitation. Be comforted by the assurance of His pardon. 

Listen to the voice of His living and active Word. Be filled with His presence at the feast He has prepared. 

Enjoy all the benefits of being a child of God! The Kingdom belongs to you! 
 

615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 



 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 56:10–13; antiphon: v. 3 

P When I | am afraid,* 

 I put my | trust in you. 

C In God, whose | word I praise,* 

 in the LORD, whose | word I praise, 

P in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.* 

 What can man | do to me? 

C I must perform my vows to you, | O God;* 

 I will render thank offerings | to you. 

P For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,* 

 that I may walk before God in the | light of life. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P When I | am afraid,* 

 I put my | trust in you. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray and always ready to 

give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour down on us the abundance of Your mercy; forgive us 

those things of which our conscience is afraid; and give us those good things for which we are not worthy 

to ask except by the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1–15 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 4. 
  

 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the 

help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker 

of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel 

also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his 

offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD 

said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? 

And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and 

killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my 

brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to 

me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your 

brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You 

shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can 

bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall 

be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, 

“Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, 

lest any who found him should attack him. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 

R The Epistle is from 2 Timothy, chapter 4. 
  

 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me 

but also to all who have loved his appearing. . . . 

 16At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! 
17But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from 

every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  

P  9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated 

others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the 

tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they 

rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 

like a child shall not enter it.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 



745 In God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 
Text: Veer schöne nye Geistlike Leder, before 1603, Lübeck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Kurtzweilige teutsche Lieder, 1576, Nürnberg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Helpless and Justified 
 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty Father, we come to You at the gracious invitation of Your Son. May we receive Your gifts as 

little children, that no rebuke of our sinful flesh, the world or the devil would deter us from turning to 

You in repentance. Grant us humility to pray, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Lord, in Your mercy, 



C hear our prayer. 

P Be merciful to Your Church here and in every place. Defend our pastors from arrogance and pride, and 

strengthen them in the faithful preaching of Your Word, that both Your holy Law and Your precious 

Gospel would be proclaimed and Your children be united in saving faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P As Your Son welcomed infants, give us a deep care for the children entrusted to us, that we would defend 

their lives even before birth. Instill in parents a desire and commitment to bring their little children to 

Jesus. Use our Lutheran school, Sunday school, Bible classes and youth catechesis to preserve them in 

the faith. Teach each of us in humility to receive the kingdom of God like a little child. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, You do not delight in wickedness or let the boastful stand before You. Give the leaders of the 

nations wisdom to govern in accordance with Your will. Keep them mindful of the stewardship that they 

hold on behalf of others, that they may fulfill their duties with diligence and humility. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P God of mercy, we praise You that You deliver our souls from death and our feet from falling. Care for 

those who are near death. Preserve them from despair, and give them a confident hope in the resurrection 

promises of our risen Lord. Come to the aid of everyone in need [including _____________]. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, if we trust in ourselves for righteousness, we are lost and dead in our sins. Yet You mercifully 

draw us to Yourself in repentance and hear the cries of those who trust in Your Son. Grant us humility, 

that we may not exalt ourselves or treat our brothers and sisters with contempt. Rescue us from every evil, 

and bring us into Your kingdom as Your beloved children. To You alone be all glory, O Father, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb sts. 1–2 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy 

Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

867 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds 

 

 

 



Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; (st. 4): Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 4) and tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School has begun studying “How we got the Bible” at 9am on Sunday mornings.   
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by Betty Reich in memory of her 

family. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Nov 13 at 8am.   
 

October has a Fifth Sunday!  Get your hymn ideas to Pastor Huston by today, the 23rd. 
 

Circuit Reformation Celebration is Oct 30 at 4pm at Bethel Lutheran Church, 11211 E Northwest Hwy, 

Dallas, TX 75238 with potluck dinner afterwards. 
 

We are having a Nonperishable Food Drive until Nov 13.  Donations will go to the Manna Food Bank. 
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