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Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

As We Gather 

“He is risen!” shouts our true hope. “He is risen indeed!” reverberates our confident belief. The high point of 

our Christian life is celebrated this morning as we gather with all of God’s children to rejoice in the resurrection 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ. As today’s Gospel from Luke 24 will show us, confusion and fear give way to 

confident faith when the women who went to the tomb realize Jesus is alive and then share this good news 

with the other disciples. Through those disciples, this message has reached us also! Just as God had promised 

through His prophets of old, the Lord Himself will restore creation and bring harmony to all life—beginning 

with Jesus’ resurrection and continuing until the Last Day, when Jesus returns in glory, destroys death itself, 

and raises us up to new lives in His eternal kingdom. This victorious Savior is with us now—at the font, in His 

Word, at His Table—working to bring His new life into our lives as we trust in Him. 

 
457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: v. 1b 

P  I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 

 the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 

C  The LORD is my strength | and my song,* 

 and he has become my sal- | vation. 

P  Your right hand, O LORD, glorious | in power,* 

 your right hand, O LORD, shatters the | enemy. 

C  You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you | have redeemed;* 

 you have guided them by your strength to your ho- | ly abode. 

P  You will bring them in and plant them on your own | mountain,* 

 the place, O LORD, which you have made for | your abode, 

C  the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have es- | tablished.* 

 The LORD will reign forever and | ever. 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P  I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 

 the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and 

opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17–25 

R The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 65. 

17“Behold, I create new heavens 

 and a new earth, 

and the former things shall not be remembered 

 or come into mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever 

 in that which I create; 

for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 

 and her people to be a gladness. 
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem 

 and be glad in my people; 

no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 

 and the cry of distress. 
20No more shall there be in it 

 an infant who lives but a few days, 

 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
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for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 

 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; 

 they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain 

 or bear children for calamity, 

for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 

 and their descendants with them. 
24Before they call I will answer; 

 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 

 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 

 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:19–26 

R The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 

 19If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as 

by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also 

in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 

destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 24:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

P  1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
2And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the body of 

the Lord Jesus. 4While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
5And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek 

the living among the dead? 6He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in 

Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 

day rise.” 8And they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the 

eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the 

other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to them an idle tale, 

and they did not believe them. 12But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 

cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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458 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Here our true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursèd tree— 

    So strong His love—to save us. 

See, His blood now marks our door; 

Faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

    And Satan cannot harm us. 

        Alleluia! 

6 So let us keep the festival 

    To which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is Himself the joy of all, 

    The sun that warms and lights us. 

Now His grace to us imparts 

Eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

    The night of sin is ended. 

        Alleluia! 

 

           7 Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    On Christ, the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away 

    The old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed; 

He is our meat and drink indeed; 

    Faith lives upon no other! 

        Alleluia! 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Behold! 
 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Lord God, on this glorious day, fill Your people with a holy fear at the resurrection of Your Son, that 

we would tremble no longer before the grave but rejoice and live in the truth of Your power to save. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Be with Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; and all our pastors. Keep 

them faithful to deliver to Your people the apostolic Gospel of Your Son’s death, burial and 

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Let us hold fast to the Word preached to us, that receiving it with joy we may take our stand in it and be 

saved by it. Hinder all who would sow doubt into our hearts, and grant us courage to confess its truth in 

our life and conversation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Bless Joseph, our president, and all who make and administer our laws. Frustrate the forces of evil, and 

do not let our leaders cooperate with them or further their goals. Guard our armed forces as they stand 

watch for us at home and abroad. Let them serve with honor and integrity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Have mercy on the sick and those in any need [especially _____________]. Let the dawning light of the 

new creation in Christ sustain them in faith. In accord with Your will, grant them renewed health — a 

foretaste of their eternal healing in Him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give us joy in Your Son’s great victory feast as He shares it with us from this altar. In the eating of His 

true body and the drinking of His precious blood in faith, overcome our sin by His forgiveness and 

swallow up our death in His life, that we may be glad and rejoice in His salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Comfort those who mourn with the truth of Christ’s empty tomb, that in the midst of their grief they 

may abide in the hope of His resurrection. Uphold them in faith as they await the day when You will 

wipe every tear from all faces. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We join today in singing eternal alleluias with innumerable angels in festal gathering, with the assembly 

of the firstborn enrolled in heaven and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and we bring these 

petitions before You, dear Father, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 
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956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us 

and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 

might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those 

who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29;                  1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to 

sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. 
  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking 

His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised land of life 

eternal. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt. 
Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 
 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 
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Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings.  It will return next week. 
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by Betty Reich in memory of her 

brother Marshall. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Numbers. 
 

Church Council next meeting is May 15 at 8am.   
 

Easter Sunday Breakfast will be at 8:30am on 17 April.  There will be no Sunday School that day. 
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