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As We Gather 

One of the enduring legends from medieval times relates to the cup used by our Lord at the supper He shared 

with His disciples in the Upper Room on this evening. Known as the Holy Grail, the cup was said to have been 

passed into the safekeeping of Joseph of Arimathea, who kept it safely somewhere. Locating it has become a 

life-long quest for many people through the ages. Luke tells us simply what Jesus did at that meal: “Likewise 

[He took] the cup after they had eaten” (Luke 22:20). What eventually happened to that blessed cup, we do not 

know. But we do know that Jesus said, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood” 

(Luke 22:20). By His grace, that pouring out continues among us this day as we receive His blood shed for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 
 

634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 

But simply hold the mystery 

And trust this word where life begins: 

“Given and shed for all your sins.” 
 

6 They who this word do not believe 

This food unworthily receive, 

Salvation here will never find— 

May we this warning keep in mind! 

7 But blest is each believing guest 

Who in these promises finds rest; 

For Jesus shall in love remain 

With all who here His grace obtain. 
 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 

That we may worthily receive 

Your Supper and in You find rest. 

Amen! They who believe are blest. 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6–8): Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; (sts. 1–4, 6–8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

Sit 
 

P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and 

the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to 

receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for 

our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as 

St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are 

troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst 

for righteousness. 
  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which 

we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our 

benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, 

took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 
  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which 

is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a 

pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is 

as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, 

shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new 

testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to 

drink.” 
  

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of 

Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
  

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our 

offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and 

follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on 

this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve one 

another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and 

drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made 

from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one 

another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish 

this in us. 

C Amen. 
  

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His 

Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
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P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do 

it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we 

may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may 

continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 50. 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and 

pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 

this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their 

sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and 

said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should 

be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 10:15–25 

P The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 10. 

 15The Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
16“This is the covenant that I will make with them 

 after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, 

 and write them on their minds,” 
17then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new 

and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Reading Luke 22:7–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

P  7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus 

sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, 

“Where will you have us prepare it?” 10He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man 

carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the 

house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 
12And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13And they went and found it just as 

he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And he said to them, “I have 

earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled 

in the kingdom of God.” 17And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it 

among yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 

of God comes.” 19And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And likewise the cup after they 

had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Forgiveness Finished 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Note: We offer only this brief prayer knowing that the Lord’s Supper, the Stripping of the Altar and other 

ceremonies may be the focus of the services on this day.  
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our evil way and live. We come 

before You, although we have sinned and deserve only Your wrath; yet we flee to Your mercy in Christ 

Jesus, our Lord, who gave His body and His blood for our redemption. Lord, grant that we may ever thus 

believe and never waver. Grant that in such faith we may worthily come to Your altar to eat the very body 

and drink the true blood, which Your Son has given for our redemption. In thanksgiving, we remember 

and proclaim the sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we place our trust. Until His 

return, graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor 

and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
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956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 

mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent 

who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those 

who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29;                  1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 

judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

629 What Is This Bread 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Stand 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

The communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the 

solemn services of Good Friday. 
 

Psalm Psalm 22:1–31 

 

Tenebrae 
P We have an advocate with the Father; it is Christ Jesus, His Son. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

C Surely He took our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken, smitten 

and afflicted by God. 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross and 

so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s 

passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus John 18:1–11 

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 

  

 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there 

was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for 

Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers 

from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, 

knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5They 
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answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 

with them. 6When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7So he asked them 

again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. 

So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you 

gave me I have lost not one.” 10Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 

servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 

into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Jesus before the High Priest and the Denial of Peter John 18:12–27 

 12So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14It 

was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 

 15Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, 

he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, 16but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other 

disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the 

door, and brought Peter in. 17The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s 

disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it 

was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming 

himself. 

 19The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20Jesus answered him, “I have 

spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 

together. I have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to 

them; they know what I said.” 22When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 

with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24Annas then sent 

him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

 25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his 

disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of 

the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27Peter again denied 

it, and at once a rooster crowed. 

 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 2 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Jesus before Pilate John 18:28–40 

 28Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. 

They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat 

the Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
30They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 
31Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not 

lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what 

kind of death he was going to die. 

 33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 
35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What 

have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 

from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 

For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39But you 

have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the 

King of the Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Jesus Prepared for Crucifixion John 19:1–16 

 1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on 

his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 

struck him with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that 

you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 

“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in 

him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 

made himself the Son of God.” 8When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his 

headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said 
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to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to 

crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given 

you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

 12From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard these words, 

he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in 

Aramaic Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said 

to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate 

said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16So he 

delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

 So they took Jesus, 

 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The Crucifixion of Jesus John 19:16–24 

 16So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

 So they took Jesus, 17and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which 

in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and 

Jesus between them. 19Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21So the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22Pilate 

answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part 

for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24so they 

said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the 

Scripture which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 

 and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 
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Jesus’ Mother and His Death John 19:25–30 

25but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 

his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from 

that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

 28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full 

of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 

mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up 

his spirit. 
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Jesus’ Side Is Pierced John 19:31–42 

 31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might 

be taken away. 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified 

with him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34But 

one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35He who saw it 

has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may 

believe. 36For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be 

broken.” 37And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

 38After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 

away his body. 39Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh 

and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths 

with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a 

garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
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[The light of final candle (the Christ Candle) is taken out from the sanctuary and the lights are turned off.  After a brief 

time, a loud noise symbolizes the closing of the tomb, and the “closing of the book” on Jesus’ sacrifice.  The light is then 

returned to the candle at its place at the altar, symbolizing that our redemption is complete.] 

 
All leave the church in silence. 

 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Numbers. 
 

Church Council next meeting is May 15 at 8am.   
 

Our combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday service will be on April 14 at 6pm. 
 

Easter Sunday Breakfast will be at 8:30am on 17 April.  There will be no Sunday School that day. 
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