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Ash Wednesday          March 2, 2022 

Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

As We Gather 

 Genesis means “the origin or beginning of something.” The meaning of this word certainly holds true with 

Scripture, as the Book of Genesis takes us all the way back to the beginning of how everything came to be. 

From the stars, skies, seas, creatures, plants, and trees, to the crown of the Lord’s creation with humanity and 

soon after their fall into sin, we get a clear origin of who we are, why the world is the way it is now, and what 

the Lord has promised to do to redeem it and His people. From the very first promise of a Savior, a new 

beginning, which would come through Jesus Christ, was established. 

 Along the way through the Old Testament, and here in the Book of Genesis, we get a foreshadowing of our 

Savior’s redemptive work through the people the Lord would use to fulfill His mission and purposes. 

Throughout this Lenten time, we will journey with Joseph in Genesis, and through his experiences we will be 

brought to the cross of Christ. We will see how like Joseph, Jesus will be rejected, abused, yet also ultimately 

raised up. Like Joseph providing food for the nations, Jesus provides nourishment for those spiritually starving. 

Like Joseph forgiving his brothers, Jesus will bring forgiveness and reconciliation for the world. But unlike 

Joseph, Jesus will do all things perfectly in His journey to the cross carrying the sins of the world. 

 As we begin tonight with “The Genesis of Joseph,” we learn of God remembering Rachel as Joseph’s life 

began. Even as we with ashes remember that we are dust, and to dust we shall return, we are affirmed in hope 

that God has remembered us in Jesus, His one and only Son. 
 

418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of 

prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and 

humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life 

and hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy 

Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep 

the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 

in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and 

all who stand in need of our prayers; 

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We 

implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are 

dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have 

laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Using the right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of dismissal. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 17 

P  The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 

C  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;* 

 according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 

P  Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

C  For I know my trans- | gressions,* 

 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 

P  Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 

C  Cast me not away from your | presence,* 

 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 

P  Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 

 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P  The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 30:22–24 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 30. 

 22Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23She conceived and bore 

a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May the 

LORD add to me another son!” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

P The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5. 

 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, 

so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every 

way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
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sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by 

truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 

unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, 

yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

P  1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 

their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, 

anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is 

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 

and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 
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          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon The Genesis of Joseph 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For cleansed and renewed hearts, that our God who knows our every transgression would also forgive 

them by His Holy Word and Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all ministers of reconciliation, that through all things they would worthily and courageously serve 

God and His Church, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all the families of Your Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their 

sins and live together in God’s peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For faithful hearts to serve both God and man in selfless love, and for the reward that comes only from 

our heavenly Father, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, and those who protect us and work for the common 

good, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That He would drive away all disease and fear from us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick, the suffering and those who rejoice, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all expectant mothers, all whose work is dangerous, the unemployed, those near death and those 

who mourn, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all of us who are dust and must return to dust, that we may firmly believe “a broken and contrite 

heart God will not despise,” let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P To Him alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12    Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt.  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness as we keep watch for Your reappearing; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

 

 

 
 

5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 

Or with some man-made thoughts or things 

Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 

Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 

The Church’s glorious confidence. 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche Psalmen, 1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, 1589, Leipzig 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements  

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2.  Service will be at 6:00pm.   
 

Lent Services will be March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6.  A light meal will be served at 6:30pm with 

Lenten Vespers at 7pm.  Watch for the dinner sign-up sheets going up shortly. 
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