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As We Gather

During the middle weeks of the winter season, many homes receive catalogs in the mail from seed and
nursery companies that are filled with pictures of beautiful plants and trees. It is easy to project what we see
in those catalogs into our own yards and gardens. But before we do any ordering, we must consider whether
we can provide settings in which those plants and trees can flourish. In both the Old Testament Reading and
the Psalm of the Day, we are given images not only of plants and trees that flourish, but of people who

flourish—people with faith in the Lord Jesus, who bring blessings in every season.

557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way
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1 Seek where you may To find a way That
2 Seek whom you may To be your stay, None
3 Seek Him a - lone Who did a - tone, Who
4 My heart’s de - light, My crown most bright, o
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leads to your sal - va - tion. My heart is stilled,
can re - deem his broth - er All  help - ers failed,;
did  your souls de - liv - er o seek Him first,
Christ, my joy for - ev - er Not wealth nor pride
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On Christ 1 build, He is the one foun - da - tion.
Thisman pre - vailed, The God-man and none oth - e,
All you who thirst For grace that fails you nev - er
Nor fortune’s tide Our bonds of love shall sev - er
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His Word is sure, His works en - dure; He 0 - ver -throws

Our Ser-vant-King Of whom we sing. We'’re jus - ti - fied
In ev-'ry need Seek Him in - deed; To ev - ry heart

You are my Lord; Your pre-cious Word Shall guide my way
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All e - vil foes; Through Him I more than con - quer.
Be - cause He died, The guilt -y be - ing guilt - less.
He will im - part His bless-ings with - out mea - sure.
And help me stay For - ev - er in Your pres - ence.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Stand
Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.




Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P] Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P) Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us
and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become
the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5; antiphon: v. 7
P) 1 will praise you with an | upright heart,*
when | learn your just and righ- | teous decrees.
Blesséd are those whose way is | blameless,*
who walk in the law | of the LoRD!
(P) Blesséd are those who keep his testi- | monies,*
who seek him with their | whole heart.
You have commanded your | precepts*
to be kept dil- | igently.
(P}  Oh that my ways may be | steadfast™
in keeping your | statutes!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
P I will praise you with an | upright heart,*
when | learn your just and righ- | teous decrees.

Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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ey

o % e o o

I I \
| o :
o e ) I ]

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P) Letus pray.

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin
may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading

(P} The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 17.
Thus says the LORD:
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man
and makes flesh his strength,
whose heart turns away from the LORD.
®He is like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see any good come.
He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.
"“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

Jeremiah 17:5-8
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®He is like a tree planted by water,
that sends out its roots by the stream,
and does not fear when heat comes,
for its leaves remain green,
and is not anxious in the year of drought,
for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1-20
(P] The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15.

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, in which you
stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to you—unless you believed
in vain.

3For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, “that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
®and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. °Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. "Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. °For | am the least of the apostles,
unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. °But by the grace of God | am what
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. *Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you
believed.

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection
of the dead? *But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. *And if Christ
has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. *®*We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. ‘°For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. Y’And if Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. ¥Then those also who have fallen asleep
in Christ have perished. *°If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
(P] This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Luke 6:17-26
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

P) ![Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a
great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, *who came to
hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.
9 And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all.

29And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21«Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22«Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name
as evil, on account of the Son of Man! ?°Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great
in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.




24But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
2“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

26<Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O C

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Sit

maker of heaven and earth.

hrist.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life *}- everlasting. Amen.

394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank - ful - ness and praise

,Je - sus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
2 Man -i- fest at Jor-dan’sstream, Proph-et, Priest, and King

Su-preme;

3 Man -1 - fest in mak-ing whole Pal - sied limbs and faint - ing soul;

4 Sun andmoon shall dark-ened be,
5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee;
Pres -ent in Thy ho - ly Word—
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Man - i-fest-ed by the star To the sa - ges from a - far,
And at Ca-na wed-ding guest In Thy God-head man - i - fest;
Man - i-fest in val - iant fight, Quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
Christ will then like light - ning shine, All  will see His glo-rious sign;
Grace to im - i - tate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou;
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Branch of roy-al Da-vid’s stem
Man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine,
Man - i - fest in gra-cious will,
All  will then the trum - pet hear,
That we might be-come like Thee

' I
In Thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
Chang-ing wa -ter in - to wine;
Ev - er bring-ing good from ill;
All will see the Judge ap - pear;
At Thy great e - piph - a - ny
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An - thems be
An - thems be
An - thems be

to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man - i - fest.
to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.

Thou by all wilt be con-fessed, God in man made man -i - fest.

And may praise Thee, ev - er blest,

God in man made man -1 - fest.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon Plain Talk of Blessings and Woes

Offering
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

Heavenly Father, Your kingdom has been made manifest in the preaching and miracles of Jesus Christ.
Gather together Your great multitude from every Gentile nation and from Judea’s remnant, that many
may know Wisdom come in our flesh. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that Your people may always hold fast to the Word that has been preached to them and
not believe it in vain. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preserve the family and all godly Christian homes. Give parents diligence and persistence in their duties
to teach the faith in word and example. Keep all children in the promise You made to them in their
Baptism. Let the patience, kindness and endurance of Christian love have no end among us. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, do not let our rewards and blessings consist in the treasures and goods of this world. Give us joy
in every sorrow, knowing that if we have You, we lack nothing and will receive an eternal reward in
Christ that cannot fail. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Be near to those who are troubled by any unclean spirit, memory or thought, and to the sick and all who
need Your healing [especially ]. Send forth Your power in the name of Christ Jesus,
that they would hear Your Word and be cured. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, Your Son is risen from the dead and has promised that He will only be the firstfruits from
among those who sleep. Preserve us in Christ Jesus with hope beyond this life. Comfort those who
mourn [especially ] with the certainty of Christ’s resurrection, and let us live in
confident expectation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P]  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
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Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

P} Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above,
that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people, so that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your name,
abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
(P} Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace
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1 May God be-stow on us His grace, With bless - ings rich pro -
2 Thine o-ver all shall be the praise And thanks of ev - ’ry

A3 0O let the peo - ple praise Thy worth, In all good works in -
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vide us; And may the bright - mness of His face
na - tion; And all the world with joy shall raise
creas - ing; The land shall plen - teous fruit bring forth,
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To life e - ter-nal guide us, That we His sav - ing
The voice of ex -ul - ta - tion. For Thou shalt judge the
Thy Word is rich in  bless - ing. May God the Fa - ther,
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health may know, His gra - cious will and plea - sure,
earth, O Lord, Nor suf - fer sin to flour - ish;

A God the Son, And God the Spir - it bless us!
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And al - so to the na-tions show Christ’s rich - es with-out
Thy peo-ple’s pas - ture is Thy Word Their souls to feed and
Let all the world praise Him a - lone, Let sol - emn awe pos -
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mea - sure And un - to God con - vert them.
nour - ish, In righ - teous paths to keep them.
Sess us. Now let our hearts say, “A - men!”

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219



Announcements
Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.
The Ladies Bible Study next meets Wednesdays at 10am. They are studying the Book of Numbers.
Church Council next meeting is Feb 13 at 8am.
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