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Divine Service, Setting Three 
 

As We Gather 

“And He shall be their peace.” That is how the prophet Micah described the coming Messiah. God’s people 

will not find their peace in a big bank account. Nor will our peace be found in being part of the right social 

circle. Nor will our peace be found in a political leader or even in a political ideology. Nor will our peace be 

found in our living good and upright lives. Our peace is found in the Messiah, in Jesus, in the Good Shepherd 

whose strength is the Lord. Mary’s circumstances were difficult; the angel’s announcement of her pregnancy 

had to be quite a surprise. Pondering all these things in her heart, she found peace in God, who blessed her. So 

she sang God’s praises, a song that we sing still today, the Magnificat, a powerful reminder that “He shall be 

their peace.” 
 

342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 

P  My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 

C  My mouth derides my | enemies,* 

 because I rejoice in your sal- | vation. 

P  There is none holy | like the LORD;* 

 there is none besides you; there is no rock | like our God. 

C  The barren has borne | seven,* 

 but she who has many children | is forlorn. 

P  The LORD kills and | brings to life;* 

 he brings down to Sheol and | raises up. 

C  The LORD makes poor and | makes rich;* 

 he brings low and | he exalts. 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P  My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down 

may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

P  2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me  one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure,  

 for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 

P  5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 

offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to 

do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

P  39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that 

the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 

the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 

 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 

 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
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     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on 

high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Refrain 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of 

Peace. Refrain 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Blessed is the Humble, Meek, and Lowly 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
  

O Lord, mighty God, there is none like You in holiness, constancy and might; yet, You exercise Your 

power for the salvation of sinners. As we draw near to the celebration of Jesus’ birth, fill our hearts with 

gratitude that Your Son humbled Himself and became flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, mighty God, Bethlehem was too small to be among the clans of Judah, yet from it came forth 

the King of kings. Remember the congregations of Your people where numbers are small and resources 

are scarce. Provide for their needs, and remind them that the Lord of lords dwells among them in His 

Means of Grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, mighty God, You make poor and You make rich. Receive our thanks for Your gifts of daily 

bread. Give us contentment with what You provide, preserve us from coveting what You do not give 

and grant that we would be wise stewards of Your blessings. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, mighty God, You sent Your Son to shepherd His flock in strength and to be great to the ends of 

the earth. Grant wisdom to our leaders and peace among the nations, that we may dwell secure. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, mighty God, You helped Your servant Israel, and Your mercy endures forever. Look upon 

those brought low by illness, injury, grief or other affliction [especially ____________]. Have mercy 

upon them, grant them healing and strength, and maintain in them the certain hope of Your faithfulness 

to them for Jesus’ sake. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P O Lord, mighty God, You have sanctified us through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, once for all, on the 

cross. Prepare the hearts of all who commune this day with penitence and trust in Your promises, and so 

make us holy with Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, mighty God, You have done great things for us, most of all delivering us from death to life 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Mercifully hear our prayers and answer them according to Your will for 

the sake of Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt 

or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 
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624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 
 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 
 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study next meets Wednesday Jan 29 at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Numbers. 
 

Church Council next meeting is Jan 9 at 8am.   
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Dec 24th at 7pm 

Christmas Day Divine Service: Dec 25th at 10am  
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