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Vespers 
 

As We Gather 

God’s power is a hidden image. He comes as man, born of woman, and yet He is the mighty Redeemer. He 

has no army, but His kingdom shall endure forever. He becomes the victim and offers Himself in sacrifice 

upon the cross, yet His triumph brings salvation to the whole world. We complain that we are alone, we have 

no might, and our enemies are great; but in Christ, we see that we are not alone, His power is beyond all power, 

and His might has done what is impossible for us. Now let us stand as one in Christ, clothed in the garments 

of righteousness He gives us in Baptism. 
 

SERIES HYMN O Great I Am, Almighty Word 

 
 

Stand 
 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

 
  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 42; antiphon: v. 11 

P Why are you cast down, O my soul,  

and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, 

my salvation | and my God. 

C As a deer pants for | flowing streams,* 

so pants my soul for You, | O God. 

P My soul thirsts for God, for the | living God.* 

When shall I come and appear be- | fore God? 

C My tears have been my food | day and night,* 

while they say to me continually, “Where | is your God?” 

P These things I remember, as I pour | out my soul:* 

how I would go with the throng and lead them in procession to the | house of God 

C with glad shouts and | songs of praise,* 

a multitude keeping | festival. 

P Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation | and my God. 

C My soul is cast down with- | in me;* 

therefore I remember You from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount | Mizar. 

P Deep calls to deep at the roar of Your | waterfalls;* 

all Your breakers and Your waves have gone | over me. 

C By day the LORD commands His steadfast love, and at night His song is | with me,* 

a prayer to the God | of my life. 

P I say to God, my rock: “Why have You for- | gotten me?* 

Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the | enemy?” 

C As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries | taunt me,* 

while they say to me continually, “Where | is your God?” 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Why are you cast down, O my soul,  

and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, 

my salvation | and my God. 
 

Sit 
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666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Judges 6:11–24; 7:2–9 

P A reading from Judges, chapter 6 and 7. 

 11Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the 

Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12And 

the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13And 

Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are 

all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ 

But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14And the LORD turned to him and 

said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15And he said to 

him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 

my father’s house.” 16And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites 

as one man.” 17And he said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you 

who speaks with me. 18Please do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it 

before you.” And he said, “I will stay till you return.” 

 19So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah of flour. 

The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and 

presented them. 20And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them 

on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. 21Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip 

of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the 

rock and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. 
22Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I 

have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23But the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you 

shall not die.” 24Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it, The LORD is Peace. To this day it 

still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites. 

 7:2The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their 

hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3Now therefore proclaim in the ears of 

the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount 

Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. 

 4And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and I will test 

them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you, and 
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anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not go.” 5So he brought the people down 

to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you 

shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” 6And the number of those who lapped, 

putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7And 

the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your 

hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” 8So the people took provisions in their hands, and their 

trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of 

Midian was below him in the valley. 

 9That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Micah 5:2–5 

P A reading from Micah, chapter 5. 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me  one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, 

then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

 
P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Canticle 
 

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
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935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 
 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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P Mighty and eternal God, apart from You, we are weak and fearful, but You have not left us alone or 

without strength and power. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may daily acknowledge Christ’s presence 

and reject the temptation to fear. Help us to rejoice in His mighty acts, by which we have been saved, and 

to remember His steadfast love and power when we would be tempted to despair, so that in Christ we may 

endure all trials and be found faithful when He comes again; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Stand 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 
 

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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