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As We Gather

Today we consider Jesus’ claim that He is the bread of life and whoever feeds on His flesh and drinks His blood

has eternal life. While this may sound mysterious to us, it was downright offensive to those who first heard
these words. The way and wisdom of Jesus are often countercultural and counterintuitive, but He offers us
eternal life as He gives His body and pours out His blood for us and our salvation.
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as our tune-ful voic - es Rise in Your pres - ence.
year by year re-joic - ing, Chant in Your tem -  ple.
and in graceand mer - cy Hear our pe - ti - tion.
thanks, and ad - o-ra - tion, Glo - ry for - ev - er.

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the -I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 111:1-5, 9; antiphon: v. 10
(P) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*
His praise endures for- | ever!
Praise the Lorp! I will give thanks to the LoOrRD with my | whole heart,*
Page | in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation.
2 P Great are the works | of the LORD,*

studied by all who de- | light in them.
Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,*
and his righteousness endures for- | ever.
He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
(P) He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.*

Holy and awesome | is his name!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) The fear of the LoRD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*

His praise endures for- | ever!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A - men.

This Is the Feast LSB 171
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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A whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Letus pray.

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the

truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads to life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Proverbs 9:1-10

Epistle

B The Old Testament Reading is from Proverbs, chapter 9.

'Wisdom has built her house;
she has hewn her seven pillars.
2She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
3She has sent out her young women to call
from the highest places in the town,
*“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
To him who lacks sense she says,
“Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine | have mixed.
®_eave your simple ways, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.”
"Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse,
and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.
Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you;
reprove a wise man, and he will love you.
%Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.
10The fear of the LoRD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 5:6-21
B The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 5.

®Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. ‘Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), *°and
try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. **But when anything is exposed by
the light, it becomes visible, *for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

5_ook carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, ®making the best use of the time, because the
days are evil. ¥ Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. *And do not get drunk
with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, °*addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 2°giving thanks always and for



everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 2!submitting to one another out of reverence
for Christ.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
. Page |
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 6:51-69
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

@) ®Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

2The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”” >*So Jesus
said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
have no life in you. **Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on
the last day. >>For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. ®Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood abides in me, and I in him. > As the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever
feeds on me, he also will live because of me. **This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the fathers
ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” *°Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he
taught at Capernaum.

%When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” *'But Jesus,
knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?
®2Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives
life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. **But there are some of you
who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was
who would betray him.) ®*And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
him by the Father.”

S8 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 8’So Jesus said to the Twelve,
“Do you want to go away as well?” ®Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life, ®®and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

0 # | | |

[ [ | Il |
o) | ' I |
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit



696 O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith-ful God, True foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Grant me the strength to do With read -y heart and will - ing
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3 Keep me from say - ing words That lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind-ly words and ac - tions,
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With - out whom noth-ing is, All  per-fect gifts be-stow - ing:
What - ev - er  You com-mand, My call-ing here ful - fill - ing;
Guard me lest i - dle speech May from my lips be fall - ing;
And let me find good friends For coun-sel and cor-rec - tion.
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Give me a health-y frame, And may I have with - in
That I do what I should While trust - ing You to  bless
But when with -in my place I must and ought to speak,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
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A con-science free from blame, A  soul un - stained by sin.
The out-come for my good, For You must give suc - cess.
Then to my words give grace Lest I  of - fend the weak.
And by Your Spir-it’s might To live in peace with all.
5 Let me depart this life 6  And on that final day
Confiding in my Savior; When all the dead are waking,
By grace receive my soul Stretch out Your mighty hand,
That it may live forever; My deathly slumber breaking.
And let my body have Then let me hear Your voice,
A quiet resting place Redeem this earthly frame,
Within a Christian grave; And bid me to rejoice
And let it sleep in peace. With those who love Your name.
Tune and text: Public domain
Sermon Hard Words to Chew

Stand

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the family of God; for every nation, tribe, people and language; and for all those who hunger for the
true bread of life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For constancy to work for the food that endures to eternal life, that we would never hunger or thirst for
anything but Christ and His righteousness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the ministry of this congregation in our community, that many may embrace Jesus as the Christ and
believe He is the true bread of God come from heaven, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For true unity in place of disunity, harmony in place of disharmony, and peace in place of violence, that the
spread of the Gospel may continue unhindered and the spirit of love abound, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the Holy Spirit, that He would change our old nature into God’s new creation in Christ; that we would
be enabled to cling to the Word and Sacraments; and that we may put aside the cravings of our sinful flesh
and be clothed with His likeness in true righteousness and holiness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For God’s people, that He would protect us from the impurities of this world; and that He would save us
from violence outside ourselves and from hardness of heart within, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the leaders of our nation, that by our Father’s righteous governance they may be preserved and guided
to execute justice in our land; and for all hardened hearts, that by the Gospel the Holy Spirit would work
faith, that true peace may be established, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, [especially ,] that in accordance with His will, they would give thanks to
God; and for the depressed, the lonely and those who mourn the death of loved ones, [especially

,] that God would strengthen their faith and assure them of His presence in all
circumstances, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For gratitude and to turn away all grumbling, that our Lord, who continually feeds us in both body and
soul, would bless us not with what we want but with what we need, especially the very body and blood of
our Savior, the true manna from heaven, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

We entrust these petitions to the tender care of our heavenly Father, asking that He would hear us, teach us
His Word and feed us with the bread of life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show

Welcome to our Visitors

forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet

desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 177



Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the

LSB 178
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salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it isin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This

do in remembrance of Me.”

LSB 179

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, life - giv - ing bread, May 1 in grace

2 To pas-tures green, Lord, safe - ly guide, To rest - ful wa -

3 0 bread of heav’n, my soul’s de - light, For full and free

41 do not mer - it fa - vor, Lord, My weight of sin
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pos - sess  You. Let me with ho - ly food be fed,
ters lead me; Your ta - ble well for me pro - vide,
re - mis - sion I come with prayer be - fore Your sight
would break me; In all my guilt - y heart’s dis - cord,
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In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous - ness,
(0] Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
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for  You, O Lord, And, hum-bly by my prayer im - plored,
ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone 1 seek,
Lord, cov - er me That I re-ceive You wor - thi - ly,
this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
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Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.

O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!

Text and tune: Public domain
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635 O Gracious Lord, | Firmly Am Believing
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10 gra - cious Lord, I firm-1ly am be-liev - ing
2 Lord, I have sinned, a thou-sand times of - fend - ing;
3 You see my sin yet seat me at Your ta - ble;
4 0 Lamb of God, my faith - ful, lov - ing Sav - ior,
5 Heav - en - ly Bread, my life and ben - e - dic - tion,
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Your bound - less love will bless each faith - ful soul,
My thank - less thoughts and words and deeds e - rase,
Lord, as a  guest, 1 sure - ly am the least:
You I em - brace in faith and ho - ly love;
This cup You give can take a - way each ill

As from this al - tar we are here re-ceiv - ing
To me Your hand of mer - cy now ex-tend - ing,
Un - clean, un - fit, of wor - thy deeds un - a - ble—
Grant me the strength to show by my be-hav - ior
Come and re - lieve my soul from all af - flic - tion;
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Your bod - y and Your blood to make us whole,
(0] God, my Sav - ior, I im - plore Your grace,
My heart pre - pare for this most ho - ly feast,
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove,
Calm ev - ry sigh un - til my heart is still,
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Your bod - y and Your blood to make us whole.
(0] God, my Sav - ior, I im - plore Your grace.
My heart pre-pare for this most ho - ly  feast.
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove.
Calm ev - ’ry sigh un - til my heart is still.
Tune: Public domain Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo - ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is
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now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Post-Communion Collect
(P] Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

Page | and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
12 Amen.
Benediction LSB 183

(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Amen.

825 Rise, Shine, You People
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how He sends the powrs of e - vil reel - ing;

3 Come, cel - e-brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,

4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu-man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the  dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
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He comes to us, by death  and sin sur -
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the Spir - it calls  from ev - 'ty
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round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y 0)i Je - sus’ glo - 1y

- tion His new Cre - a - ton.
Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Announcements
August has a Fifth Sunday! Get your hymn suggestions to Pastor Huston by Aug 22.

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory.

The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus on Wednesday morning at 10am.
Church Council next meeting is Sept 12 at 8am.

Please return flower vases to the church for reuse to keep our arrangements at a lower price.
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