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Divine Service, Setting Two

As We Gather
Though much is made of the smallness of the mustard seed, the focus of Jesus is on outcome—the plant that
becomes large enough to give nest and shade to all the birds of the air. The kingdom of God seems small and
even irrelevant in the face of large problems, challenges, and problems of this mortal life, and yet it is the
kingdom of God that is great. God gives to us the forgiveness that makes a clear conscience, the life that is
stronger than death, and the joy that is greater than every joy this world can deliver. In this way, the small
seed makes for a great plant, large enough for us to find refuge and a home in its shade. How the kingdom of
God grows may seem part of the mystery, but we know that it is a seed planted in the good soil and fed and
nourished by God’s grace to the day when the harvest delivers us into His presence forevermore.
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1 Preach you the Word and plant it home To men who
2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task Your ser - vant
3 The sow - er sows; his reck - less love Scat - ters a -
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dure and stand When flow’rs and men shall be for - got.
nev - er ask What pride - ful prof - it it may make.
all may have The  whole-some loaves that all men need.
heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
5  Of all his scattered plenteousness 6  Preach you the Word and plant it home
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, And never faint; the Harvest Lord
And bears a harvest hundredfold: Who gave the sower seed to sow
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” Will watch and tend His planted Word.

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219
Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 92:12-15; antiphon: v. 1

(P} Itis good to give thanks | to the LORD,*

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High.
The righteous flourish like the | palm tree*

and grow like a cedar in | Lebanon.
(P} They are planted in the house | of the LorD;*

they flourish in the courts | of our God.
They still bear fruit in | old age;*

they are ever full of | sap and green,
P) to declare that the LORD is | upright;*

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness | in him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P} Itis good to give thanks | to the LORD,*

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24
B The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 17.

22Thus says the Lord Gob: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I

will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and | myself will plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. 20n the mountain height of Israel will | plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and
become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every
sort will nest. #And all the trees of the field shall know that | am the Lorb; | bring low the high tree, and
make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LoRD; | have spoken,
and I will do it.”
B This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1-17

Stand

B The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5.

YWe know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly
dwelling, ®if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. *For while we are still in this tent, we groan,
being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. ®He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us
the Spirit as a guarantee.

®So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the
Lord, "for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
©For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

UTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and |
hope it is known also to your conscience. ?We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you
cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and
not about what is in the heart. **For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is
for you. **For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; ®and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for
him who for their sake died and was raised.

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. ¥’ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

@ This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Mark 4:26-34
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

P) 2*[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. ’He sleeps and
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 26The earth produces by itself, first
the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 2But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”

%9 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31t is
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, *?yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

$with many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. **He did not speak to
them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

@h This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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1 Cre - a - tor Spir -it, by whose aid The world’s foun - da - tions
2 O Source of un -cre - at - ed lightt The bear - er of God’s
3 Giv - er  of grace, de-scend from high; Your sev’'n - fold gifts to
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first were laid, Come, vis - it ev - ry hum-ble mind; Come,
gra - cious might, Thrice - ho - ly fount, thrice - ho - ly fire, Our
us sup - ply; Help wus e - ter - nal truths re - ceive And
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pour Your joys on hu- man-kind; From sin and sor - row
hearts with heav’'n-ly love in - spire; Your sa - cred, heal - ing
prac - tice all that we be - lieve; Give us Your-self that
for all hu - man - kind has died; To You, O Par - a-
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set us free; May we Your liv - ing tem - ples be.
mes-sage bring To sanc - ti - fy wus as we sing.
we may see The glo -ry of the Trin - i -ty
clete, we raise Un - end - ing songs of thanks and praise.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon



Stand

Apostles’ Creed

(C]

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving to the Most High, who has planted His Holy Word among us; and for the Church’s
healthy growth, that we may weather the storm-winds of this world steadfast in Christ, ever bearing the
fruits of love and singing praises to His name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the preaching and teaching of God’s Holy Word, that by His Spirit it may sprout and grow when
and where it pleases God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this and every congregation, that God’s kingdom may be extended and we may have thankful hearts
to marvel at His work, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

And that God would send faithful laborers into His fields to scatter His seed here and abroad, so in due
time a harvest may be reaped for His glory, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our homes and families, that the Lord would make the efforts of parents fruitful in the teaching of
their children and preserve them in the saving faith of Jesus according to the promises He has spoken
and will surely fulfill, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of authority among us, [especially ,] that God would guide them
by His Spirit to be high in purpose, wise in counsel, firm in good resolution and unwavering in duty;
and for our nation and its people, that we may be governed quietly and peaceably, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those in every need, [especially ,] let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all God’s servants who groan under the burdens of this earthly tent and long to be clothed with His
eternal life, which will swallow up all mortal sorrow [especially those who mourn 1;
that He would give them good courage to walk by faith and not sight, to mourn the dead in the hope of
the resurrection, and to make it their aim to please Him while here in the body, until at last we are all at
home with Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.




(P] Holy Father, from Israel You have taken a tender sprig, Your chosen Messiah, Jesus, and planted Him
on the mountain for our salvation. By His death on a tree, You have reversed the curse of sin and
brought life again to dry, dusty souls. Do not let us despise Your Christ, His humility or His suffering,
but bring us with all Your Christians into the shade of His eternal rest; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory LSB 176
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Lord’s Prayer
(P) Letus pray.
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.



Benediction LSB 183
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
2 All  the world is God’s own field, Fruit un - to His praise to yield;
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His har- vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come To Thy fi-nal har-vest home;
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All be safe -ly gath-ered in FEre the win-ter storms be - gin;
Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, Un - to joy or sor-row grown.
From His field shall in that day All of-fens-es purge a - way,
Gath - er Thou Thy peo - ple in, Free from sor-row, free from sin,

God, our mak -er, doth pro-vide For our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall ap - pear.

Give His an-gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, In Thy gar-ner to a - bide:
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Come to God’s own tem -ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har- vest, grant that we Whole-some grain and pure may be.
But  the fruit - ful ears to store In His gar - ner ev - er - more.
Come with all Thine an-gels, come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.

Tune and text: Public domain

Announcements
Adult Sunday School has returned to studying Genesis.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory by the Sauberts for Mathew
Oetting’s bithday.

The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus on Wednesday morning at 10am.
Church Council next meeting is June 13 at 8am.

Voters’ Assembly will meet after service on June 13. We will have voting for President and Financial
Secretary. Please prayerfully consider joining the church counsel.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.



