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As We Gather 

The ancient name for today, the Fifth Sunday in Lent, is Judica, the Latin behind “vindicate” in the Introit. 

This Sunday prepares us for next Sunday’s review of the Passion. Only in Christ are we truly vindicated. But 

the emphasis is on our response to God’s love and forgiveness. In today’s Gospel, Jesus inverts the usual 

triangle of power into an upside-down pyramid of service. The greatest in God’s kingdom, the position 

sought by His disciples in the Gospel, is now at the bottom, serving everyone above. Jesus is describing 

Himself! In contrast to priests who repeatedly pray for others and offer sacrifices also for their own sins, 

Jesus was a one-time priest, offering Himself as the sacrifice while being sinless. In this new covenant, 

promised in the Reading from Jeremiah, we know of our Lord’s great love, now written in our hearts. From 

the inside out, our desire is to return Christ’s sacrificial, forgiving love by serving one another in His name. 
 

435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 43:1 

P Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 

 from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 

C I love the LORD, because he has heard 

 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P Because he inclined his ear to me, 

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

C The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

 I suffered distress and anguish. 

P Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

C For you have delivered my soul from death, 

 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 

 from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and 

preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34 

 31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the 

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 5:1–10 

 1Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer 

gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset 

with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of 

the people. 4And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

 5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

 after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who 

was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation to all who obey him, 10being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 10:32–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 32And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were 

amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to 

happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to 

the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 
34And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

 35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 

for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37And they 



said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, 

“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 

baptism with which I am baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The 

cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to 

sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And Jesus called them to him 

and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even 

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, in these Lenten days we ask You to pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us to write Your 

Word on our hearts, that we might know You as the God who forgives our iniquities and remembers our 

sins no more. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, bless and sustain Matthew, our Synod president; Michael, our district president; Paul, 

our circuit visitor; and our pastor, who like us are beset with weakness. Grant that they may deal gently 

with us, and keep them faithful in proclaiming Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, Your Son came not to be served but to serve. Help us not lord our authority over one 

another, but humbly serve one another in our homes, communities and congregation as Christ has so 

humbly served us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, look in mercy on all those to whom You have given earthly authority. Guard them 

from the temptation to lord it over us improperly, that they might faithfully serve according to Your 

good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, You watch over, protect and defend us through the service of others. Bless, we pray, 

the men and women who serve in our military, police forces and all emergency services who, like Your 

Son, are often called on to lay down their lives for us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Heavenly Father, as Your only begotten Son learned obedience though what He suffered, we pray that 

You would bless, sustain and relieve _____________ and all who suffer in our midst, that walking the 

way of the cross with Your Son, they may know the fullness of His eternal salvation. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, through the life, death and resurrection of Your Son, You have delivered our souls 

from death, our eyes from tears and our feet from stumbling. Comfort all who mourn with this truth, 

that they may not grieve as others do who have no such hope. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, You have baptized us with Christ’s Baptism to be our God, that we might be Your 

people. Grant us faithfully to drink from His cup in the blessed Sacrament, that He might sustain our life 

in Him with His flesh and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Visitors 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those 

who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29;                  1 Corinthians 11:17–34. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 

cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 



624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Announcements  

Midweek Lenten Service this week on Wednesday, March 24th at 7pm. 
 

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service will be at 6pm of Apr 1st. 
 

Adult Sunday School is on hold for now. 
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study is having a Lenten study on Wednesday morning at 10am. 
 

Church Council next meeting is March 21.   
 

Electronic Giving is now available through the church website:  HolyCrossCanton.com 
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