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Christmas Eve December 24, 2020
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather

The days and weeks preceding Christmas are full of hustle and bustle for many. Between parties and
shopping, cooking and baking, wrapping and card writing, along with many more things, we are occupied
and busy as we anticipate this night and the assured joy to come celebrating the Savior born for us. Over two
thousand years ago, though, that wasn’t the case. Nobody was prepared for what was to take place. Yet
everything soon changed in that little town of Bethlehem. Quietly, unexpectedly, even “like a thief in the
night” was born in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, our Lord. Tonight we gather amid the busyness
to reflect, rejoice, and ponder anew the joy of our Savior born and to prepare our hearts to receive the
greatest gifts ever given and received by and through Him—hope, forgiveness, newness, and an assured
promise of eternal life through faith in Him.

Confession and Absolution
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee__  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let wus a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE F

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P}  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 2:1-2, 4-6; antiphon: Liturgical Text
(P)  When all was still, and it was midnight,
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.
Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
(P] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LorD and against his anointed.
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
(P]  Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
“As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P}  When all was still, and it was midnight,
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.

Kyrie LSB 186

Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.



368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Isaiah 9:2-7

Old Testament Reading
(P} The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 9.

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
Y ou have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;



and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Titus 2:11-14

(P) The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 2.
1For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, **training us to renounce

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,
Bwaiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, **who
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works.
(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-Iu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

YIn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. >And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. *And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child. 8And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. “And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
°And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that
will be for all the people. !For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. *2And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” *And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

1%Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

®When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” **And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. *’And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the



shepherds told them. *But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2°And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *}- everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end-less peace.
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Offertory
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Sit
Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church

)

Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence

Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the wonder and majesty of
the incarnation. The Savior of the nations has come, and with joy we greet our newborn King. Let the
proclamation of His birth sound forth throughout the world. Give to Your Church faithful pastors to
proclaim the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people willing ears to hear and believe.

In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new creation; while we still live in a
world wracked by the ravages of sin, we know that the final victory is Yours. Watch over and keep safe
emergency workers and all whose vocations keep them from their families this evening for the well-
being of our families.

In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those who are
lonely, sick, recovering or near death. Let Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them
perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace.

In the birth of Your Son, and by His death and resurrection, You have reconciled the world to Yourself.
Keep us ever mindful that Jesus is for all people, and give us opportunity to tell others the good news of
His coming so that they can join in the praise of Your holy name.

In the birth of Your eternal Son, who is of one substance with You, You visited mankind, and so Your
eternal Godhead is bound to the body and blood He gives us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Grant faith
to all who receive this gift, that with sins forgiven and love strengthened they can serve their neighbor
in joy.

In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the Body of Christ that is
the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who have gone before us, especially those who
have been with us during Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your
promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last together with them into Your presence at the
full coming of Your kingdom.



Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our

Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for Peace

LSB 196

(P) O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we
have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem

(During the singing of the hymn, the ushers will come down the aisle with their candles lighted from the Christ candle.
Please share the light with the person next to you by allowing them to dip their candle into your light. Care must be taken

not to tip a lighted candle.)
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Beth -le - hem, How still we  see thee lie!
Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove

si-lent - ly The won -drous gift is giv'n!

Beth - le - hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;

While mor-tals sleep, the
So  God im-parts to
Cast out our sin, and

an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of
And prais - es sing to

all the years Are met in thee to-night.
God the king And peace to all the earth!

Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text and tune: Public domain

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.



Benedicamus
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night
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1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
28Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,

Stil - le Nacht, hei - li - ge Nacht! Al - les schldft,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth-er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
ein - sam wacht Nur das hei - li - ge El - tern-paar,
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
Das im Stal - le zu Beth-le-hem war, Bei dem himm - li-schen
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, s born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Kind, Bei dem  himm - [i - schen Kind.
Tune and text: Public domain
Announcements

Christmas Services: Candlelight Christmas Eve on the 24™ at 6pm,
Christmas Day Divine Service on the 25" at 10am.

Adult Sunday School is studying the Jesse Tree for Advent.
The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus on Wednesdays at 10am.
Church Council will next meet, Jan 10, at 8am.

Electronic Giving is now available through the church website: HolyCrossCanton.com
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