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Fourth Sunday in Advent December 20, 2020
Divine Service, Setting Three

As We Gather
We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but also that of an old yet familiar mystery,
the greatest mystery ever told. It doesn’t appear on any list of greatest novels or plays written by earthly
authors. It is the mystery of God. More specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the salvation of the
world. But as we prepare to review the mystery of God—the Son of God becoming incarnate in our human
flesh and born of the Virgin Mary—the greater mystery is that He, Jesus, looks over your shoulder now in
the retelling and hearing of Christmas. The greater mystery is that you not only know the old, familiar story
but also that you believe it. And believing brings about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven,
that you have a new, eternal life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter born of God. The Gospel—
the wisdom and mystery of God—is no longer a secret. For it is told by your own mouth singing of God’s
love and salvation in Jesus Christ.
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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There is no shad - ow of turn - ing with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - bove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
Oy ‘ .
'#ﬁ:Q{ e i : i d ! il .! i i i I i
[NV I } [ 1 'I/ ‘[ I b [ I = |
Thou chang-est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
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Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor -row,
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As  Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.
Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Great is Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain




Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE FRE

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b

(P} Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

(P} which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P}  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.

LSB 187

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down
may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

!Now when the king lived in his house and the LorD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies,
’the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a
tent.” *And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, >*“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says
the LorD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. “In all
places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a word with any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?””’
8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, | took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. °And | have been with
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And | will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. ‘°And 1 will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LorD will make you a house. . .

®And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be
established forever.””

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 16:25-27
“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,

according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 2°but has now been disclosed
and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— ?’to the only wise God be glory forevermore through
Jesus Christ! Amen.
(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

281n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 2’to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ?*But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. **And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *:And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. *2He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, *3and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

% And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

% And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. **And behold, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. *For nothing will be impossible with God.” * And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
Tune and text: Public domain
Sermon
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Offertory LSB 192
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Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
(P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Brief silence

P] Inthanksgiving to God for the favor shown us in Christ and His incarnation; for faith to believe that
nothing is impossible with Him; and that everything would be to us according to the Word of the Most

High, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



(P)  For faithful preachers of Your Gospel to bring about the obedience of faith by the mystery of Christ
now revealed in the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures; for Matthew, our Synod president; Michael, our
district president; and Paul, our circuit visitor; and for the Holy Christian Church, that God would
strengthen it in every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation, its president, all legislators and judges, and those newly elected to serve, that God would
preserve their lives and guide their actions for the good of our people; for peace among the nations of
the earth, and that God would preserve us from pestilence and famine, war and bloodshed, sedition,
rebellion and every evil, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all women with child and all mothers with infant children, that God would grant them increasing
happiness in their blessings [especially ]; for the lonely, the depressed and the
despairing; for the sick, the anxious and the dying [especially 1; and for those who
mourn [the death of ], that they would take comfort in the resurrection, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who receive Christ’s holy body and precious blood today, that they may eat and drink it in
repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession; and for a love and desire for the blessed
Sacrament this Christmas, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David and the
scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates
of hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners who sat in darkness
and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may
always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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Welcome to our Visitors
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those
who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us,
that they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
(P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
® Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
@ The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Sit

Distribution

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee
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10 Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and a - dore Thee,
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Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Days of peace and u - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219



343 Prepare the Royal Highway

Stand

) &
A ——1— i — . — ] ] H— I
Hes =l I &l =¥ d || | I 1 [ =I d || d ;l
[ \QJ)I I o Ol' OI ’I [ G{ &1
1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be - fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
Au Refrain .
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Ho - san - na to the Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

(P] O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
(P) Letus pray.
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
(P] Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
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A-men,

\
a-men,

a -

men.

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - 'ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow'’r and glo -y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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Iu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those glo - rious  scars!
lu - 1a! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text and tune: Public domain
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Announcements

Christmas Services: Candlelight Christmas Eve on the 24™ at 6pm,
Christmas Day Divine Service on the 25" at 10am.

Adult Sunday School is studying the Jesse Tree for Advent.

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory for Monroe Reich’s birthday.
The Ladies Bible Study is studying Leviticus on Wednesdays at 10am.

Church Council will next meet, Dec 13, at 8am.

Electronic Giving is now available through the church website: HolyCrossCanton.com
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